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Tin work of cchuii'^ ihosi jcnirnals is ai an end , it 
only remains now for me to thank one of iny oldest 
and most valued friends, whose assisiance in ever)’’ 
way I wish most thoroiiLihk to acknowled'^e this is 
Mr Godfrey Thrupj) Wiien it became obvious that 
the public demand for the w ork made its completion 
in so short a tune impossible—as the conscientious 
achievement of one man—he i^enerousl) came for¬ 
ward His knowledi^e of the Hast and his deep 
interest in the subject made him an invaluable 
colleasnie 
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INTRODUCTION 


‘‘ Fnends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears, 

I come to bury Cresar, not to praise him 
The evil that men do lives after them , 

The good is oft interred ^Ylth their bones 

« o c ♦ 

Good fnends, sweet fnends, let me not stir you up 

To such a sudden flood of mutiny 

They that have done this deed are honourable , 

What pnvate gnefs they had, alas I I know not, 

That made them do it, they are vnse and honourable, 

And will, no doubt, with reasons answer you 

♦ * * ♦ 

But ere I Brutus, 

And Brutus Antony, there were an Antony 
Would ruffle up your spirits, and put a tongue 
In every wound of Csesar, that should move 
The stones of Rome to nse and mutiny ” 

These grand lines force themselves upon me, 
though maybe their analogy is incomplete Mark 
Antony was a casuist, and pleaded the cause of 
revenge, I am only earnest in the cause of justice 
Yet I trust in my pleading to enable English¬ 
men to realise how great and how sad is the 
loss of Charles Gordon, not only to those who 
loved him, but to the cause of suffering humanity 
Gordon is dead We cannot bring him back to life 
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there as Governor of the Equator in 1874, and 
m this spirit he expressed his views on the duties 
of foreigners in the seiwicc of Oiiental States His 
ardent and unstudied words are woithy of the 
deepest study They breathe the kindliest wisdom, 
the most prudent philanthiopy , and it would be 
well if those whose lot is thrown m barbarous lands 
would take them for a constant guide To accept 
government, only if by so doing you benefit the 
race you rule, to lead, not drive the people to a 
higher civilisation , to establish only such reforms 
as represent the spontaneous desire of the mass , to 
abandon relations rvith ) our native land , to resist 
other governments, and keep intact the sovereignty 
of the State whose bread )^ou eat, to represent the 
native when advising Ameer, Sultan or Khedive, 
on any question which your own or any foreign 
government ma)'^ wish solved, and m this to have 
for prop and guide that which is universally right 
throughout the world, that which is best for the 
people of the State you serve 

Such were Gordon’s sentiments when he first 
entered upon his task , well would it have been for 
England, and the world, had his successors 
taken them to heart and made them their ideal In 
such a case the peace, the happiness he brought to 
the Soudan might still have been preserved 

Never perhaps in the histones of barbarous rule 
were the ideals of justice and truth more needed 
than at this date (1874) Seven-eighths of the popula- 
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tribes, and so far were these stations apart that it 
took six weeks to communicate one with the other 
In addition to this certain chieftains who inhabited 
the borders of the great lakes weie engaged m wars 
in which the capture of slaves was the mam motive 
Such, in brief, was the state of affairs between 
Kartoum and the Lakes when Gordon made his 
journey thither, yet it afforded m no ivay the only 
instance of oppression, anarchy or misrule m these 
lands In Kordofan and Darfour the slave-traffic 
was even more formidable than here In the latter 
province a wai between the slave-dealers and the 
Sultan’s troops was just concluded, and the tivo 
vast lands, with Darfertit, had been made into a 
Homkumdircat, or Governor-General’s district re¬ 
sponsible to Cairo, and separated from the Soudan 
But Gordon’s work was for the present confined to 
laying down a chain of posts between Gondokoro 
and the Lakes, and by this and other means con- 
tnbuting to the welfare of the tribes and the con¬ 
fusion of the slavers To gain the confidence of the 

natives was his first care, and to this end he ven¬ 
tured alone and unarmed into those isolated spots, 
whither not less than a hundred men had dared to 
go Then he showed the people how they might 
sow their gram without fear, supplying them with 
enough to live on until their wants were met, he 
also taught them the use of money, and gave them 
task-work It was infinitely little, he said, among 
such a mass, but it was at any rate something, and 
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iniglit jiciliaps cnahU liiin to soKc th( question 
wliethci the netiroLS ^\oulcl work sufficientl) to keej) 
themseKes if life .ind propeit) weie secured To 
t^ive them this piotection. he sei/etl all coiuoys of 
sla\es, and i\oi\ .ind cattle coinmLT hum the south 
punished the sla\ e-dealeis, or coinerteil them into 
troops, for the\ weie haul .icti\e f(lhn\s, tlie 
remnant of an ancient nice. .ind desii^nint; and 
despotic "ovcrnois lie desji.itched to Cairo oi 
Kartoum I'he sla\es thcmseKcs, until Ik could 
deliver them ovei to then kinsfolk, he kept, the 
cattle and the ivor\ he conllsc.iteil, and with the 
proceeds swelled the Government treasury 

It would seem the kite of those who dewotc then 
lives to the cause of humanit} to be foiled instead ol 
aided m their aim In all his effoits for the trood 

o 

of these blacks Goulon met watli every form of 
interference wdience he mie;ht at least expect sup¬ 
port Ismail Pasha Yacoub, the Governor-General 
of the Soudan, jealous of the newv Governor of the 
Equator and fearful of exposure fiom so conscien¬ 
tious a sciw'ant of the State, put ever} obstacle m 
Gordon’s wxay, and the Khedive himself wms not 
ahvays mindful of the many difhculties to be en¬ 
countered But Gordon said, to blame the Khedne 
for his actions you must blame his people, and 
blame their Creator , they act after their kind, and 
m the fashion they wmie made So that he took 
little heed of all this He wxas content to let it 
be Avidely knowm that the motto of his province 
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would henccfoiLh be Hurijal (libcrL>) . and this 
meant that no man should mlcrfeie ^\Ith anothci. 
that there should be an end to kidnajjpm”- and all 
plundei. an end to despotic Pashas, and those who 
objected were told that the motto included then 
liberty to quit i\loieo\ei, he was of ojnmon that 
those who annexed the pro\mce needed as much 
civilisation as those they attempted to civihsc . and, 
wdiencver it was necessary. in the interests of his 
people, he ne\er hesitated to show' them that this 
w'as his \'iew' 

Still, thouqh he succeeded m qiMiiq j^eace and 
happiness to the people, m reformmq the cruelties of 
hludirs and Pashas, m setthnq the disputes of warrmq 
chiefs, and in laymq down the chain of posts between 
Gondokoro and the Lakes m making all these 
beneficent reforms, his heart was ever burdened 
w'lth the thought of how this newv and unaccustomed 
good w'ould affect the people and their lands when, 
as time w'ent on, himself and his mlluencc w'ere 
removed, and his successors, w'ho understood his 
high intent as little as they understood the people 
themselves, ruled m his stead “ I think, what 
right have I to coax the natives to be quiet foi 
them to fall into the hands of rapacious Pashas ^ 
I think sometimes that through my influence I am 
seducing the natives into a position where the)'’ will 
be a prey to my Arab successor They would never 
do for an Arab what they do for me I make 
fnends with the tribes right and left ” 
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But, .ijjart fiom tlicsc feelings, he w.is not satisfied , 
Ills success in his own province liad been complete, 
but, instead of meetint,^ witii co-operation from the 
adjoinint^^ Soudan, lie liad encountered nolliin;,'’ but 
interference from its then Go\ernor-General, Ismail 
Pasha Yacoub, to w'hose interests it v as to let 
slavery go on For this reason, therefore, Gordon, 
after three years’ labour, resigned his jjost as Go\ ernor 
of the Equator But the stejjwas laben in a waver¬ 
ing spirit, and these are among his last words ere lu 
left “ By retiring I do not aid anything , stajmg 
I keep my province safe from injustice and cruelt) 
in some degree Why should I fear ^ Is man 
stronger than God ? Things have come to such a 
pass in these Mussulman countries that a crisis must 
come about soon ” 

These significant words, so ternlily confirmed less 
then ten jears later, were uttered in Septemljer 
of 1876 

Gordon’s resignation soon led to his reinstatement 
on terms more fitted to his views In the new 
position he felt strongly that, great as v. as tlie trust 
and the almost superhuman work expected of him. 
if he did not entirely succeed at least he v\ould not 
be hampered He was not only appointed Gov ernor- 
General of the Soudan in Ismail Pasha Yacoub’s 
stead, he was given authority such as none had 
previously enjoyed—complete power, cival and mili¬ 
tary, with the life or death of his subjects m his 
hand , and no man dare enter his dominions without 
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special lca\c He had stipnlaiccl that this supreme 
command should he mdei^cndcnL of Cano, foi he 
knew the H<4jplian aulhonlies lo be m fa\our 
of the slave-trade The undefined tenitoi)^ now 
his had hitherto been subject to se\eral c^o\ein- 
ments — Arab. Tci^ptian. Tuikish Menccfoith 
Soudan was to mean the \ast teriitory limited on 
the north by Upper I'e^xpt. on the south b\ the 
Lakes, on the east b) Abyssinia and the Red Sea. 
and on the west c'-tendiiv^ beNond Kortlofan and 
the newdy acquiied sultanate of Darfoui—the whole 
roughly estimated at more than 1600 miles m 
length, and 700 miles m width d heie were to be 
three Vakeels or Sub-Go\ ei nors one for the 
original Soudan, another for IDarfoui, and a thud 
for the Red Sea, or Eastern Soudan 

The suppression of slaverj% m wdiich he had been 
so far successful in his ow n province, and the im¬ 
provement of communications, wdiich he had long 
declared to be the one means by wdiich that traffic 
could be effectually checked, w^ere the tw^o objects to 
which Gordon was to specially direct his aim 

Remembering his recent experiences, he was fully 
prepared for the condition of his new subjects In 
his predecessor, Ismail Pasha Yacoub, he had 
already recognised the quintessence of Egyptian 
cupidity and Turkish misrule—the main cause of 
the people’s rum The experiences of the first 
months of his administration only served to confirm 
his worst fears, whithersoever he looked he saw an 

b 
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enlarged picture of native miser) and destitution, of 
alien cruelty and oppression he had before ^.lt- 
nessed He sav,- that the Circassian Pasha^, the 
Bashi-Bazouks, the Arab soldier)' the sla\ e-^muter- 
were by their acts fast goading the people to re- 
\olt, that tribes v.hich v. ithout their interference 
would ha\c been at peace v. ere nov at v ar that 
tov.ms A\hich under proper rule -would lia\e nou¬ 
rished V. ere stare ing or besieged and that tiic 
land, othen’. isc fertile, v. as a v.aste On e\er) hand 
he found caravans of packed sla\es hungering and 
parching in the sun, far from their liomes and far 
from their goal, unless that goal i.ere death , deserts 
strewn iMth innumerable bones, armed bands of 
slave-hunters, dogged b) the \ ulturc-like dealers, 
waiting and v atching for further i^re) and o\er all 
these reigned the miscreant spirit of Zubrur, the slave- 
king, now ostensibly a prisoner at Cairo for past 
deeds, but actually aiding and abetting this cruel v-.m 
against man through his son Suleiman the chief of 
his deserted band To remove Zubair’s influence 
was as impossible of achievement as to cut off the 
demand for slaves at Cairo, Constantinople, or 
Stamboul, but to break up Suleiman and his band 
lay within Gordon’s grasp, and, as one of the main 
causes of trouble, he made it his foremost aim 
How he did this by the simple power of his presence, 
and how Suleiman and his six thousand, after signal 
submission, again broke out into open revolt so soon 
as Gordon’s presence u as required elseuhere, affords 
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one of the most sti iking examples of the personal 
mOuence he had acquired Alone and himself un¬ 
armed he had temporarily succeeded m disaiming 
these rebels , but, this failing in permanent use, he 
effectually quelled them in battle , then, to show his 
people, his Government, and the world how great 
a wrong this slaxerj vas, he oidered the summar)^ 
execution of the ringleaders “With the death of 
Zubair’s son,” he said, “ there is an end of the slave- 
trade” Never had the Go\ermnent such a chance 
of preventing its renewal Me had disbanded the 
Bashi-Barouks, he had dismissed the peculating 
ISIudirs and Pashas, and when he left the countrj^ 
after a three years’ reign, the people blessed him, 
and begged him to return 

Had he been allowed to act according to the letter 
and the spirit of the Firman he received, it is most 
probable that he would never this second time ha\ c 
resigned , but the overthrow of Ismail at Cairo and 
the dissolution of the Dual Control had with other 
changes brought new law-makers for the Soudan 
Ismail, though in man}^ respects an imprudent ruler, 
had at least the merit of believing m his English 
Governor-General, and of supporting him whenever 
It lay m his power Gordon’s lonely ride into the 
slavers’ camp at Shaka had fired the ex-Khedivc’s 
imagination, and it was observed that, whenever the 
Court Pashas attempted to criticise Gordon’s methods 
of rule, the Khedive referred them to this deed More¬ 
over, he openly acknowledged him as his superior, 

b 2 
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enlarged picture of native misery and destitution, of 
alien cruelty and oppression he had before wit¬ 
nessed He saw that the Circassian Pashas, the 
Bashi-Bazouks, the Arab soldier)* the slave-hunters, 
were by their acts fast goading the people to re¬ 
volt, that tribes whicli without their interference 
would have been at peace w ere now at war, that 
towns w'hich under proper rule would ha\e nou¬ 
rished were starving or besieged , and that the 
land, otherwise fertile, w'as a wmste On etcr)* hand 
he found caravans of packed slaves hungering and 
parching in the sun, far from their homes and far 
from their goal, unless that goal were death , deserts 
strewm with innumerable bones, armed bands of 
slave-hunters, dogged by the vulture-hke dealers, 
waiting and watching for further prey , and over all 
these reigned the miscreant spirit of Zubair, the slav'c- 
king, now ostensibly a prisoner at Cairo for past 
deeds, but actually aiding and abetting this cruel war 
against man through his son Suleiman, the chief of 
his deserted band To remove Zubair’s influence 
was as impossible of achievement as to cut off the 
demand for slaves at Cairo, Constantinople, or 
Stamboul, but to break up Suleiman and his band 
lay within Gordon’s grasp, and, as one of the mam 
causes of trouble, he made it his foremost aim 
How he did this by the simple pow*er of his presence, 
and how* Suleiman and his siv thousand, after signal 
submission, again broke out into open revolt so soon 
as Gordon’s presence w*as required elsew here, affords 
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one of the most sti iking examples of the personal 
influence he had acquired Alone and himself un¬ 
armed he had temporarily succeeded in disarming 
these rebels, but, this failing m permanent use, he 
effectually quelled them in battle, then, to show his 
people, his Government, and the world how' great 
a w'rong this slavery was, he ordered the summar)^ 
execution of the ringleaders “With the death of 
Zubair’s son,” he said, “ there is an end of the slave- 
trade” Never had the Go\crmuent such a chance 
of preventing its renewal Me had disbanded the 
Bashi-Bazouks, he had dismissed the peculating 
Mudirs and Pashas, and wdien he left the countr}', 
after a three years’ reign, the people blessed him, 
and begged him to return 

Had he been .allow'ed to act according to the letter 
and the spirit of the Firman he received, it is most 
probable that he w'ould never this second time ha\ e 
resigned , but the overthrow' of Ismail at Cairo and 
the dissolution of the Dual Control had wnth other 
changes brought new' law'-makers for the Soudan 
Ismail, though in many respects an impi udent ruler, 
had at least the merit of believing m his English 
Governor-General, and of supporting him w'hcnever 
It lay in his power Gordon’s lonely ride into the 
slavers’ camp at Shaka had fired the ex-Khedivc’s 
imagination, and it was observed that, whenever the 
Court Pashas attempted to criticise Gordon’s methods 
of rule, the Khedive referred them to this deed More¬ 
over, he openly acknowledged him as his superior, 

b 2 
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and fought his battles as those of one wlio uas above 
the murmur of men Gordon lias, indeed, himself 
recorded how the Khedive sent him a congratulatory 
letter on the suppression of Suleiman, adding that 
during the time of his rule the e\-Khcdi\e supported 
him through thick and thin against his own Pashas 
and his owm people , and certain it is that to the 
files of petitions sent to him against Gordon he 
would never listen But when Towfik was set up 
it w'as a different affair Never was he heard to 
mention Zubair’s name As for the sla\c-tradc, it 
was equally ignored Nay, w'orse than this, the 
Cairo Pashas, pow'erless in Ismail’s time, had now 
full sw'ay, and it being in their interests that the 
slave-trade should revive, the choice of Gordon’s 
successor was settled among themselves It fell to 
Reouf Pasha, a man w'hom Sir Samuel Baker had 
already exposed as a murderer, and whom Gordon 
had m 1S77 turned out of Harrat for acts of oppres¬ 
sion The appointment, therefore, meant nothing 
more nor less than a declaration in favour of the 
slavers, and it w^as because Gordon feared this 
result that he had said six months before, viz , m 
April 1879, that “If the liberation of slaves takes 
place in 1884, and if the present ‘system of govun- 
ment goes on, there cannot fail to be a revolt of the 
whole co2intry ” And again he says in 1878, “ There 
IS no doubt that if the Government of France and 
England pay more attention to the Soudan and see 
that justice is done, the disruption of the Soudan 
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’ Hill's ‘ Colonel Gordon in Central Africa,’ j) 373 
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history and the insurrection of the False Prophet,' 
not the religious fanaticism of the native tubes has 
a foremost place, but the venality and oppression of 
by Egj^ptian officials, the unjust manner of collecting 
the taxes, and, above all, ihc suppi'csswn of Hit slave- 
trade, xolnch Gordon had repeatedly sard must had 
to future troubles, unless accompanied by a proper 
system of government 

Thus the condition into vhich the Soudan drifted 
during Gordon’s absence was due to deliberate 
neglect of the precautions he had urged Had the 
Eg}^ptian Government watched and-warded off the 
regeneration of the slavers after Gordon dealt his 
final blow m Suleiman’s death , had they set their 
face against the oppression and cupidity of their ow n 
officials, the Soudan might still have been at peace, 
as Gordon left it in 1879 But the new rulers vere 
in favour of slaver)'^, in favour of oppression, m 
favour of backsheesh , and “ a revolt of the whole 
country ” was their reward 

c 

It IS needless to do more than briefly recall the 
events preceding those related by Gordon himself in 
these Journals Every one remembers his going, and 
the triumph of his journey and reception m the 
Soudan , the wide welcome which his first Procla¬ 
mation received, and the fortunes of the peace polic}'- 
he at first endeavoured to pursue Evcty one re¬ 
members how, before he had been in Kartoum a 

- Sec Appendix 
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week, he issued a further Proclamation, warning the 
rebellious against forcing him to severe measures 
The Sheikhs and people weie anxious to be loyal, 
without Govei nment protection they would be forced, 
m self-defence, to join the I\Iahdi This Colonel 
Stewart had discovered m his journey up the White 
Nile Fortius reason Zubair was asked foi, the only 
man of enough prestige to hold the countiy together 
A Pasha among the Shagg)'eh irregulars, a tribe 
wavering between loyalty and levolt, and blockaded 
at Halfych, outside the cit),—to him were open 
sources of information closed to the English Gover¬ 
nor-General Zubair would prove stronger than 
the Mahdi, and the Mahdi must be “ smashed up , ” 
otherwise, not only would peace and the evacuation 
of Kartoum be impossible, but Egj'pt itself would be 
m danger This state of affairs and the measures 
necessaiy'- for a new departure being alike unaccept¬ 
able to Her Majestj^’s Govei nment, Gordon there¬ 
upon used, as he had every'^ right to do, the resources 
to his hand His predictions as to what would result 
if Zubair were not sent up were soon realised The 
rebels gradually gathered round the city, besieged 
Its outlying suburbs, and cut the communications 
His suffering subjects, unable to hold out, were either 
killed or, escaping, went over to the enemy In 
some cases he managed to drive the rebels from the 
trenches of Kartoum, and even to relieve the be- 
leagured villages, and return loaded with ammuni¬ 
tion and stores , m others, his army of defence. 
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composed largely of Egyptians and Bashi-Ba/oiiks, 
encountered miserable defeat These expeditions 
were made m small steamers, armoured with boiler 
plates and carrjung mountain guns, with wooden 
mantlets of his own contriving On one occasion 
the rebels so haiassed the city that Gordon resolved 
on a sortie , but no sooner had the rebels retired to 
a place of safety than five of his own commanders 
charged back on their men and aided the rebels, 
Avho suddenly leaped from their hiding-place, driving 
the affrighted army back to Kartoum In this 
treacherous and cowardlj'^ affair the loss on both 
sides was great, but the disgrace was the besiegers’, 
and of It they showed their sense by crying out for 
justice on the traitois Two of them were tried 
and found guilty, and were shot by the men the}' 
had outraged Henceforth the city was exposed to 
the attacks of the Mahdi’s troops, the streets, the 
Mission House, the Palace were hourly shelled, 
citizens died as they passed from end to end , but 
the Governor-General, always exposed as in old 
days, though daily inspecting the lines or pacing the 
Palace roof, escaped unhurt 

Meantime the strength of the rebellion grew 
with ever}'’ day, the Mahdi, still at El Obeyed, 
had despatched his emissaries in all diiections , 
around Suakm, Berber, Shendy, Kassala, the rebels 
rapidly recruited their ranks. The would-be loyal 
fell from sheer collapse, they were unable to help 
themselves All chance of relief was gone, and 



introduction 


\\\ 


the rebel leaders re eclioed in jeering tones the 
Governor-General’s reiterated vords, “d'he English 
are coming.” Then Berber, the mam link betw cen 
Kartoum and Cairo, cued out for help, but like 
those at Tokar and those at Sinkat, it cried out 
in vain To do as he pleased vas the answei 
sent to Its hitherto lojal Go\ernor, and, to save 
his people and himself, he joined the Mahdi’s hordes 
In his triumph, the False Prophet despatched 
tvvo denishes to Kartoum, to ask if Goidon 
Avould himself become a follower of the Imam, 
the Expected One , but they were told that no terms 
could be made while Kartoum held its ground 

All hope of a peace, all hope of aid from his o\\ n 
Government or country'’, being at an end, Gordon 
forthwith began to provision the town, and to take 
such steps as \\ ould ensure a safe means of 
defence and attack Money was scarce, so a 
paper currency was established, and three of the 
wealthier citizens Avere called upon to advance sums 
on the Governor-General’s security'’ Their arrears 
were paid, the poor were succoured, and rations 
issued All possible precautions Avere taken for the 
safety of the people Mines A\'ere contrived, torpe¬ 
does laid, and broken glass and Avire entanglements 
arranged, and Avatchers posted everj^vhere The 
blacks quartered m the poorer district of the tOAvn 
Avere made to serve, and all men ordered to bear 
arms , the staple food of officers Avas biscuit, and 
dhoora Avas given the men Having made all his 
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Majesty’s Governnicnt, he had no authority to aci, 
for his mission ^Yas only to advise He was to 
report to Her Majesty’s Government on the military 
situation m the Soudan, and on the measures which 
It might be deemed advisable to take for the security 
of the Egyptian garrisons still holding positions m 
that countr)^ and for the safety of the European 
population in Kartoum, and, fui thcr, upon the 
manner in which the safety and good administration 
of the Egj'ptian Government of the ports on the sea 
coast could best be secured So far then all action 
lay in the hands of the Government to which 
Gordon was to make his report the administra¬ 
tors were to be Her hlajesty’s hi misters and 
their representative at Cairo, while Gordon was 
to be their informant, and perhaps subsequently 
their agent, to carr}* out such measures as they 
might think fit to adopt With this arrangement 
m view, all who knew Gordon’s character and 
antecedents felt that the only chance for the 
Soudan lay in Her Majesty’s Government first 
accepting such suggestions as he might append to 
his report, and, second, m their giving him carte 
blanche to carry out those suggestions m his own 
way Little heed was paid to the clause which 
said, “ You will consider yourself authorised and 
instructed to perform such other duties as the 
Egyptian Government may desire to entrust to you,” 
for its possible value seemed upset by the concluding 
sentence, “ and as may be communicated to you by 
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Sn Jl l^arinn'” Yet tlus clause, stianqel} enoufr)). 
enabled Goulon to hold a position ovei -which even 
Hei I\lajcst3^'s Government could have no contiol, 
unless the}^ openl)^ declaied the annexation of I'gypt 
and the Soudan The lig)plian Goveininenl, that 
IS the Khedive and his ininisteis, elected again to 
appoint Goulon Governoi-General of the Somlan , 
Goidon elected to accept that appointment, and 
Her Majesty's Goxeinment elected to sanction the 
acceptance, m an oflicial communication foi wauled 
to him through their lepiesentative, Sii F Baring 
From this moment Goidon’s position was cntiieh 
alteicd Mei hlajestj’s Go\ eminent and the 
Egjptian Government agreed that his mission 
was no longei to be one of mere reporting He 
was to '' tvaciinfc ilu Soudan, and iJn, ddgyptian 
Govi) nnnnf /lad f/ic fnlh.sf (onjidinct m hii. jndgnnni 
and knoxohdg of ijit lonnfjy, and of Jii \ lompnlitnnon 
of the giUnal Inn of policy to In pin sited, and no 
(foit Tivrv to he 'loanting on tin pait of the Cano 
antJioi itns, xohitJnr EngliJi or Ei^yptian, to afoid 
hint all till lo-opci ation and nippoit in tJnn poioir" 
When It became an established fact that 
General Goidon, Goveinor-Geneial of the Soudan, 
had been sent up to evacuate the gaiiisons of the 
countijf, It also became an established fact that 
the method of conducting that e\ acuation had 
passed out of the hands of Hei MajesU^’s Goveiu- 
ment; and one may also say it had viitualh’’ 
passed out of the liands of the Eg-^ptian Govern- 
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ment while Gordon held the Firman of the 
Khedive Therefore, as this Firman was never 
cancelled from the day of Gordon’s departure 
from Cairo to the day of his death at Kartoum, 
and as it said, amongst other things, “We do hereby 
appoint you Governor-General of the Soudan, and 
we trust that you will carry out our good inten¬ 
tions for the establishment of justice and order, and 
that you will assure the peace and prosperity of 
the people of Soudan by maintaining the security 
of the roads open, &c ,” it is as unfair as it is illogi¬ 
cal to talk about “ General Gordon having exceeded 
the instructions conveyed to him by Her Majesty's 
Government" These instructions were neither more 
nor less than those conveyed to him by the Khedive 
of Egypt, who actually delegated his OAvn power to 
his Governor-General To exceed his instructions 
was an impossibility , to fulfil or to disappoint all 
the hopes expressed m them was a possibility de¬ 
pendent solely on the good or bad faith of the 
Governments who employed him 

It 

The fact that Gordon held his commission in Her 
Majesty’s service and the Governor-Generalship 
of the Soudan at the same time, m no way com¬ 
promised him with Her Majesty’s Government in 
regard to their wishes as to how this or that should 
be done, or as to how this or that should be left 
undone yet he tried earnestly to identify himself 
with their wishes as far as in doing so he could keep 
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faith with the people he was endeavouring to assist, 
and With whom he began to compromise himself 
That he was justified in so doing there should be no 
shadow of doubt even in the minds of Mi Glad¬ 
stone's ministry The wishes of the Khedive were 
accepted by Gordon as the wishes of Her Majesty's 
Government, and he had begun to act, 7 c to com¬ 
promise himself with the Soudanese and the 
beleaguered garrisons before he reached Kartoum 

These are the Khedive's wishes as expressed in a 
letter to Gordon, dated January 26th, 1S84 — 

Excellency, 

You are aware that the object of your arn^al here and of 
your mission to the Soudan is to carry into execution the c\acua- 
tion of those territories, and to withdraw our troops, cml officials, 
and such of the inhabitants, together with their belongings, as 
may ^vish to leave for 'Egypt We trust that your Excellency will 
adopt the most effective measures for the accomplishment of }our 
mission in this respect, and that, after completing the evacuation, 
you will take the necessary steps for establishing an organised 
Government m the different provinces of the Soudan, for the 
maintenance of order, and the cessation of all disasters and 
incitement to revolt 

We have full confidence m your tned abilities and tact, and arc 
convinced that you will accomplish your mission according to our 
desire 


The Khedive could hardly have written this letter 
had he imagined Lord Granville would telegraph 
three months later to Gordon, saying that “under¬ 
taking military expeditions was beyond the scope of 
the commission he held, and at vaiiance with the 
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pacific policy which was the purpose of his mission 
to the Soudan ” 

Effective measures for the accomplishment of 
General Gordon’s mission included the possibility 
and great probability of serious fighting m the 
interest of a pacific policy, and it is strange if Lord 
Granville were unable to grasp that fact when he 
endorsed the Khedive’s Firman 

So far I have advanced only a few of the innume¬ 
rable proofs of Gordon’s authority to act as he 
thought fit, as to his capabilities and his judgment 
it IS unnecessary to speak Of those who sub¬ 
sequently would not accept his judgment, one, Mr 
Gladstone, said, “ It was our duty, whatever we might 
feel, to beware of interfering with Gordon’s plans, 
and before we adopted any scheme that should bear 
that aspect (z e the aspect of interference), to ask 
whether iii Jus judg7nent there would or would not 
be such an interference ” The other. Sir Charles 
Dilke, said, “ He is better able to foiun ci pidgmeiit 
than anybody He will have, I make no doubt, 
every support he can need in the prosecution of his 
mission ” 

Personally I do not believe that a single Cabinet 
IMinister doubted Gordon’s authonty to act as he 
thought fit, nor do I believe a single Cabinet 
Minister doubted either his capabilities or his judg¬ 
ment It was only when the Government realised 
how strong that authority was , how significantly 
Gordon proposed to wield it, and how he meant 
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to call upon his country'’ to support him m what 
was right, irrespective of party feeling and of 
prejudiced public opinion, that references w^ere made 
to “ General Gordons peciihar vieios" and to “ his 
disobedience of orders ” I would let the latter 
remark pass as unwmrthy of further comment, were 
it not for the fact that it has become a common 
phrase among the w orking classes m the North of 
England, when they are either speaking of or are 
spoken to about General Gordon Now' I sincerely 
trust and believe that the Journals wall be read eagerl} 
by the wmrkmg classes , they cannot occupy their 
leisure time better than m reading them, and, indeed, 
in learning much of them by heart I would say 
then, to these people, Do not believe that General 
Gordon was disobedient to Ins Government His 
Government permitted him to accept the Khedive’s 
Firman, appointing him Governor-General of the 
Soudan, wath full powers, civil and militar)’-, and 
the Khedive desired him to “ evacuate the ear- 

o 

nsons of the countr}*, and to restore order , ” and 
the w^ay m w^hich this w'as to be done w'as left to 
the discretion of the man wEo had to do it I 
would also ask these people to note particularly that 
the Khedive did not tell him to evacuate the 
garrisons of Kartoum and leave the other garrisons 
m the lurch , did not tell him to sacrifice ever^'thing 
rather than engage in militar}'- operations against the 
Mahdi, did not tell him to identify his interests wuth 
those of the people and then to get away as best 
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he could, and to leave the people to their fate 
Had the Khedive told him to do this, he would 
never have accepted the Govcrnor-Gencialship of 
the Soudan, and, vhen his own Government sug¬ 
gested this method as a way out of difficulties, the 
substance of his numerous replies was, “ Our relative 
positions do not justify you m giving me such orders 
I can only accept them as )oui wishes , and the duty 
I owe to myself, as a God-fearing and an honourable 
man, prevents me being able to comply with them ” 
When Gordon telegraphed to Sir E Baring, 
“You must see that you could not lecall me 
nor could I possibly obey until the Cairo emploj^ds 
get out from all the places I have named men to 
different places, thus involving them with the Mahdi, 
how could I look the world in the face if I abandoned 
them and fled ^ As a gentleman could jmu advise 
this course he really telegraphed a bitter rebuke to 
the English Government, and when he added, “It 
may have been a mistake to send me up, but, having 
been done, I have no option but to see evacuation 
through,” he merely pointed out, what the Govern¬ 
ment already knew, namely, that the position they 
had allowed him to accept Avas one over which they 
had no legal control, unless they announced the 
annexation of Egypt I, therefore, again most 
emphatically repeat, that Gordon m no instance 
disobeyed his Government, though he frequently 
had to tell them how utterly unable he was to 
execute their wishes The Governor-General of the 
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The points I have already dwelt upon are all- 
important for the correct inteipretation of what 
Gordon says m his Journals Theie arc now two 
other questions, with which I must deal The first 
of these is “ To i\hat extent wcic H M Government 
morally bound to support Goidon ^ The answer is 
to be found in the conditions laid down m the 
Khedive’s Firman, which H hi Government en¬ 
dorsed Ml Gladstone admitted as much m the 
House of Commons on Feb 14th, when he said 
“The direct actions and diicct funclioiib m which 
General Gordon is immediately connected with this 
Government arc, I think, pietty much absorbed m 
the greater duties of the laigc mission he has under¬ 
taken under the immediate authority of the Eg^^Dtian 
Government, loi/h ihe full moral and political re¬ 
sponsibility of the Biiiidi Governnuni" Therefore 
we ow^ed the same kind of icsponsibihtj'^ to Gordon 
as It owed to Eg^^pt, moral and political Gordon 
show^s in his Journals wdiat brought about our re¬ 
sponsibility to Eg)'pt First, W'C w'crc morally to 
blame for General Hicks’s defeat, for had we pre¬ 
vented the Fellaheen conscripts being dragged in 
chains from their homes, and sent up to recruit 
Hicks’s army, Hicks would not have left Kartoum, 
and his troops would not have been annihilated 
Through this disaster we became morally responsible 
for the extended influence of the Mahdi, wdio, pre¬ 
vious to crushing a huge army, had meiely defeated 
small detachments of troops far inferior to his owm 
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It was the ciubhing of Hicks’s foicc which led the 
Mahdi to put forth his agents m all parts of the 
Soudan, and thus to convcit a tiumpcr}^ local rising 
into a widc-spieading rebellion So much foi oiii 
responsibility from a moial point of view Oui 
political icsponsibihty began with the older to 
abandon the Soudan (which was iiimeccssaiy intei- 
feience on out pait, inasmuch as the Soudan was 
practically lost), and was followed up by our 
objection to the despatch of Egyptian or Turkish 
troops, our sending Goidon, and our opciations foi 
the lelief of Tokai and Sinkat Right thiough 
Avc forced the hand of the Khedive Why did we 
not go one step fui thei and force him to cancel the 
Eirman by which he appointed Goidon Governor- 
General of the Soudan ^ Had we done this, Goidon 
would have levcrted to his oiigmal position as 
reporter to Hei Majesty’s Goveinment, or he could 
have cndcavouicd to leave Kaitoum at once, as his 
responsibilities towaids the people of the Soudan 
would have ceased Until we did this ve were as 
responsible to him, moially and politically, as ve 
were to the Egjqstian Goveinment A little decision 
here might have spaicd to us Gordon, Colonel 
Stewart, and Mi Powci , might have pi evented the 
loss of thousands of othei lives , might have saved 
us millions of money 

k' 

. 1 .' 5 : 

I am only cndeavouiing to place Goi don’s situa¬ 
tion and action in a fan light, and I cannot do this 
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without pointing out how greatly England has 
been to blame in not accepting a responsibility 
for which she made herself liable This brings 
me directly to the second question, which deals 
with the reason why Gordon, with the promised 
support of Egypt and England, failed not only to 
restore order to the Soudan, but even to extricate 
the beleagfuered gfarrisons Volumes have been 
already wntten on this subject, and there are pro¬ 
bably volumes yet to come, particularly those 
representing that Journal by Gordon and Colonel 
Stewart, which was captured by a treacherous 
enemy, and is now supposed to be m the hands of 
Mahomet Achmet, the Mahdi I will content myself 
then with an endeavour to supply what I feel is 
the substance of the answer to be found, m this 
missing Journal, to the question I have raised 
Gordon was constantly thwarted and never sup¬ 
ported is the summary of a whole which I will give 
m detail as briefly as I can 

(i) Gordon wished to visit the Mahdi if he 
thought fit, but Sir E Baring gave him a positive 
order from Her Majesty’s Government that he was 
on no account to do so Of course, as I have 
already shown, Gordon, in his position as Governor- 
General, need not have accepted this as an order, 
but he was, as he always has been, most anxious 
to conform to the wishes or desires expressed 
by Her Majesty’s Government, when those wishes 
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affected only a point of judgment, and not a point 
of duty or a point of honour 

(2) Gordon pioposed to go direct from Kartoum 
to the Bahr Gazelle and Equatorial Provinces, but 
Her Majesty’s Government lefused to sanction his 
proceeding beyond Kartoum 

(3) Gordon desired 3000 Tuikish troops, m British 
pay, to be sent to Suakm, but Her hlajesty’s 
Government, advised by Sir E Baling, who dis¬ 
approved of the measure, declined to send these 
troops 

(4) Gordon, being convinced that some govern¬ 
ment was essential for the safety of the Soudan, 
suggested the appointment of Zubau as his succes¬ 
sor, and gave the most cogent reasons why it was 
absolutely necessary for the accomplishment of his 
mission that the appointment should be made He 
reiterated his request over and over again from 
February to December Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment would not permit the Khedive to make this 
appointment 

(5) Gordon requested that in the interests of 
England, Egjrpt, and the Soudan, he should be 
provided with a Firman which recognised a moral 
control and suzerainty over the Soudan This was 
peremptonly refused 

(6) Gordon asked for Indian Moslem troops to be 
sent to Wady Haifa They were refused him 

(7) In March Gordon desired 100 British troops to 
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be sent to Assouan oi to Wady Haifa In making 
known this desire to Her Majesty’s Government, 
Sir E Baring said he would not iisk sending so 
small a body, and the principal medical officer said 
the climate would e\eicise an injurious effect on the 
troops These troops were not sent 

(8) Gordon, for the sake of e\erj thing and cvery- 
bod)’- concerned, showed that the Mahdi's powei must 
be smashed Her hlajesty's Government declined 
to assist m, or e\en to countenance, the process 

(9) Gordon, m a scries of eleven telegrams, ex¬ 
plained his difficulties, and said that if Hei hlajcsty’s 
Government would not send British tioops to Wady 
Haifa, an adjutant to inspect Dongola, and then 
open up the Berber-Suakm route by Indian Moslem 
troops, they would probably have to decide betw^een 
Zubair or the Mahdi, and he concluded these tele¬ 
grams by saying he wmuld do his best to carrj'^ out 
his instructions, but fill couwictd he toould be cmtghi 
til Karioum Sir Evelyn Baring, m his reply to these 
telegrams, recommended Gordon io rcconsido- the 
loholc question carefully, and then io state in one 
telegram what he recommended f 

(10) Gordon telegraphed “ The combination 
of Zubair and myself is an absolute necessity for 
success To do any good lae must be together, and 
that Without delay, ” and he supplemented this 
by another telegram, saying '^Believe me, I am 
night, and do not delay" The combination was 
not permitted 
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III) Sir EvelNT- Banr.^ teiegrsprec to Lcrd 
Gran'^dlie that Goaerai Gordon / t: sk r.n.^tr^ ''.v'- 
pressed for acD British troops to be sent to 
Wady Haifa, oat that he (^Bann^’- d'd not tr.nk 
it desirable to comply vrlth the reqoest. 

(12) Gordon desrred a Bnnsh d'vers on at Berror 
but Sir Evebm Banng' repLed that mere v.'as ro 
intention to send an Eng;lish lorce to Berber. 

^^I3I Gordon foiled on ever\- point, te'egraphed 
a cp:acefui adieu to Her hlaje 5 t}‘'s Govemmonn 
Then came the tali of Berber, upon mrich Sir 
Evei^m Banns’ at once telegraphed to Lcrd Gran- 

ou:^ “:o c-V/.j: ."2 rr/rts n.r/ :> : rr-vs rrr..'v E’.rvr 
ar'd Idarzo-’i/:' * and Lord Grarnnile teieqrapbed to 
Sm E. Batins' that ‘ Grrrr.:' G:r.z.;. / s~:rs' 


\dlle that it /.-ad rczi' dror" 


; of 07 . y /.■> qb.'/" i/ ' 2V. 


■ - cj r r'O/ 
^rzz::;' S-’O^'z 
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f/.-’r/lr s‘'p^orf or o/;: 

Do7'-cIa, a7:d. : 7 d:7‘ fl: f 


Jrlci r ib/.r,*. 
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Alter this may vre not vreil echo Gordcn's 
senthnenis * Whiat a larce u it did rot deal vrith 
men's lives " ? If Gordon instead of belns o'a Z7'f:d 
had onl}- been r-f s-.y^y-’or-ul 'novr dlnerent mb;bt 
have been the result of his mission to me Soudan! 
Indeed, one may sa^o ho-v dlnerent z.o:'B have 
been the result 1 for Gordon has nmciicaLv said 
this and he vras a competent and a reLa'cle 
judge. If England and Eg}-pr had onlv said, dVe 
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will give you no help al all , do ^\hat you can 
with the material you have about )ou, and do not 
refer to us until you ha\c succeeded, or until you 
have failed,” I confidently believe Gordon would 
have at least rehexed the beleagiired garrisons 
of the Soudan, and would have sent dox\ n all x\ ho 
wished to leave the country His weakness was 
that of trustfulness—the besetting weakness of an 
honourable man it had stood him m good stead 
through his campaigns in China, and through his 
previous operations m the Soudan , through terrible 
sufferings which had often made him wish for death 
Then he trusted enemies, and they always enabled 
him to save life Now he trusted friends, and they 
only enabled him to die 

r 

C ^ 

“ 'Ihc cmI thil men ilo lues after them, 

The good is oft interred with their bones ” 

Gordon tells us plainly m his Journals how gicat 
IS the evil done by the policy of Her Majcst3’s 
Government, and for how long that evil will h\e 
xvhen the Government is dead Is it not possible 
to avert something of what is about to happen ^ 
Her Majesty’s Government are, I believe, beginning 
to realise how thoroughly coriect Gordon was m 
his views, and how mistaken they were m not fol¬ 
lowing his advice at the time he gave it At all 
events after he was dead they expressed their 
intention of doing much he recommended while he 
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lived They have been always \cn’ late too late 
to save Gordon's life, and too late to save the lives 
of many thousands }^Iay they not be } et m time to 
prevent some of the evil that must h\ e after them ? 
I tliink Gordon tells them in his Journals the\ may, 
and I dunk he also tells them how It is impossible 
to read carefully Avhat he sa} s w ithout feeling that 
he did not expect to live long, and that he had a 
distinct presentiment he would die at Kartoum At 
all events there is a strong undercurrent of this 
presentiment all through and it even rises to the 
surface ever}- now* and then when he appears to be 
taking a hopeful and almost a cheerful view* of the 
situation At times it carries all before it. as for 
example w hen he emphasises the possibility of the 
fall of Kartoum under die nose of the expedition, 
and again m die w ords with which he concludes his 
sixdi and last volume , but then, on the other hand, 
it is often quite out of sight especially at such tunes 
as he is discussing his position as Governor- 
General. and turning over m lus mind die expediency 
of appointmg Lord Wolseley or Sir Evelyn Banng 
as his successor But. w'hedier on the surface or 
deep down. I diink it is alwa}s there and I feel 
sure diat some of lus numerous efforts at a solution 
of die Soudan problem were intended as final instruc¬ 
tions for Her Majesty’s Governinent, to be read 
after his deatii or after the fall of Kartoum The da} s 
of prophecy are gone, and I do not at all wish to place 
Gordon in the light of die ancient ordiodox and 
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profcssionnl sccr, b\it in consKlciing his caiccr one 
cannot a\oid hcin<r struck by the lemnikable way in 
which the lost gift of propliccy has been icplaced by 
the power of comhining knowledge with judgment 
It w'ould be w'ell if Mer IMajesty’s Govci nment w ould 
bear this in mind, and lay down a distinct line of 
policy and action with regard to the Soudan, which 
should be based upon what Gordon recommends 
The recall of the troops from the Soudan maj have 
been ncccssai*} to meet the e\igencies of the 
moment, or it ma) not, but it is a pity it did not 
precede Lord Wolselej's lettei to Cassim el hlousse 
Pasha — 

tVe mean to destroy Uic jiov.cr of Molninmcd \clnncl at 
Kartoum, no nntlcr lio\, Ion" it nnj nkc us to do so jou knou 
Gordon P.asha’s counmmen ati net hhl\ te iinn Imc! ftoni uwj 
enterprise they have hes^un anti! it has hi n fulh aeiomphshed 
When dial liappy e\ent lakes jilacc I hojie lo lie able to establish 
you amongst your own iieoiile, and that jou and all otherb wall 
realise that the English nation does not fa git thosi soho serve it 
faithfully * 


It" r 

General Gordon’s Journals are sufficiently charac- 
tenstic to enable those wdio read them w'lth care to 
know their author perfectly The first volume is 
alone a very complete introduction, m w'hich each 
succeeding page brings you to a closer intimacy If 
a friendship is not established before reaching the 
sixth, then all that is noble and chivalrous in man 

* Egypt, No 9, End 3, 43 
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can have no charm Examples of his rare genius, 
his nobility, his honesty and his marv’^ellous energ)'’ 
are to be found throughout, but, in pointing out 
a few characteristics, I vill confine myself to the 
first volume, as I propose to refer chiefly to 
special points of military and political interest m 
the others 

In this first volume then we have an interesting" 

■O 

instance of Gordon’s nobility, when he declines 
to have anything to do with certain doubtful pro¬ 
posals made by the apostate Europeans m the 
Mahdi’s camp, for he declares “ treachety never 
succeeds, and it is better to fail with clean hands 
than to be mixed up ith dubious acts and dubious 
men Maybe it is better to fall vith honour than 
to gam the victoty with dishonour, and in this view 
the Ulemas are agreed, for they will have nought 
to do "n ith the proposals of treachety ” 

The generosity of his feeling towards the enemy 
is shown when he says “ I do not call our enemy 
rebels, for it is a vexed question whether we are not 
rebels, seeing I hold the Firman restonng the Soudan 
to Its chiefs ” His consideration is apparent in his 
regret at not being more considerate, and his 
tolerance m the desire to spare even the lives of 
traitors 

His "Views on h5’pocnsy are humorously ex¬ 
pressed when he is speaking of the hlahdi’s trick 
of bnnging tears to his eyes by the use of pepper 
under his finger-nails, and, as tears are considered 
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a proof of MncinU. h' u-nnnnv n<l» iho i<cip( to 
Cn\Mna Mmi'-tus who wj^h to pisiiiv omi )oh 
Ills s(.\<nt\ IS cvKhnt in in kiji’iK. on ihjilo 
ntalisis, whom lu consuh i« !n<ot n,i' I'ist iriojw im n 
to ha\c an\ihuv to tlo wiiii in tiu n otta ■ il < .’ji 'rii\ 
and his iriitalnlit) pt < j's oni a In n In • w “I 
ton mvisl hue ((svuh.rid I w n i ronijilfif idiot to 
lin\c ntc<l( (1 peinn 'ion to <o,ili nt v.i'n irii't to 
escort dimn tin 1 hoj<f in will t pio 

moled, and will mu 1 < I'lmnd l<ii o\ t r/irainino h 
instructions 

HisnlioioUst .rni'lin i <>(i\w)nr( ippmat 
and he delights m < mh uonr> i<i inif rpu t 
lural jmssnoes LspiTi dh • nrh a u< jnor<‘ or h • 
pamdoMcal 

As .IS c'.implc of his luiiMiit'. 1 M li n tin p n ' up 
where he s.i\s " If W( will hi with euir 'd ".ii r wi 
must be like Ilim vhofioin llisbiitli to Ilisdt it)' 
maj be said to ha\c bienntt'ih mnarilih i.lir is 
things in this woild are coni'iind \ti I 1 itk at 
the least obstacle to ni) will " lli> d< are to In Ip 
c\ cry one is to be seen on almost e\ei\ pen aiul 
his foretboupbt eiieppN and pul'Miienl ire also t\( i\- 
w'herc Mis notions oi ehi\ali\ do not ptimii liim 
to counten.ince the disiribniion of honours to men 
w'ho only] do W’hai he considers to be tbeir diit\ 
and he docs not appioxc of tin* \actoiia Cioss beintj 
given in cases of no/z/cssc obli>^u 

His determination often jjrompls him to spc.ik 
very plainly “ If you icmove me from being 
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Governor-General, then all responsibiiit}* is off me . 
but if you keep me as Governor-General then I v.hll 
at the cost of 7rj co.n77.'sslor. in Her ZvIajesU’s 
ser^nce. see all refuorees out of this countrw' His 

O V 

satire is g’enerailv severe, but there is nearlv alTra%’s 
a cheerful or a good-natured ring in it. The fol- 
lovring is a fair example:— 

I cm siire I should like tcct felloT E^ertoc is c 

hecned jociiicniv his commim.cccocs end I snodd 

me ceres of Lie set eesny on mm He msees to knoT exeetZ/ 

cej, hcer end mnu''e“ die: I expect to be m cLmcoInes es xo 

Xorr I reedr trenk zi Ecertoe rres to tern over tee ercer'es 
(e deLcioes v'orc) of ms omce, ee vroele see vre hed been m cim- 
cmdes for provisrons for some monms I: rs es e men cn me 
benm hevinn seen nls mend m ri^er elreedp bobbed dovm bro or 
tnree times bens I sev, old lellom le* ns bnov* vrben v^e ere to 
tbroTT yon tne Lfe-bnoy^ I bnomyon neve boobee doTm rvo or 

reeily ere -" imT-m-de end I Trent to knorr mr, for I em e —: 
brongb: np in e scnool o: execnmde tncngn I d.dyb'gn'pj 
cete mv Jnne telegrem eboet ^^Scj r m 

He is a strict disciplinarian and never hesitates 
to rebuke laxness in oOners ‘ If Abdel Kader is 
at Kassala, ^ he sa^'s ‘ vrhat on earth are our people 
about not to tell me ’ for of course I could help h^m 
We seem to have lost our heads in the InrelLgence 
Department though it costs enough monev. 

His bluntness and honest}* are often combmed 
™tli subtle humour, and an excellent notion of all 

^ Gererzl Gcrcon. hrd ceeu ircorrectiv izifonned bj ins sp es 
ebout Abcel Etder. too bed ~oz !en Ctoo 






/.\ ncoptT 7 /oy 


\K II 


three ma\ lu <;iihi n <1 fn'm th( h4 v.ouK in the 
\ohimcorth« Jtnirn.il' 

A*-for “ <7,- •/ It 5 ( ,ic ■ ,) - h" " r -I it^ 

- lotltcr I nil <'!" '< t ’.ci"' t r 

<’<.ri‘'ioa to 1 Ltj' tl r 1 ' 1 ' b 1 '' 05 .\ .0 \<' , 

(tlii'i “ rn ’ li.i'i-.t'''! r' I'' 

It 1 '^ rot / I (' 11 '■'t ' I'l I '“O ' r i rf-'lc 

if U IS ^oinc; !<> ]'C N(> t ’o 

JiaLt fhr ^ ^ ' t ’ 


f c 

The int( rt't of tin 'c<'n’\nh;n' 1 ,’t fo in ' 
mtliiart j'tmtt of \uv, htii u \ iUi< i 'otttv.h’L 
leesiLiK il h\ tin fart t h tt < *>0 tloa’ in'tritetioa'- nnl 
stions V.I r< :i 1 > nnjiiion ih U ih* 

rehetniLf foreo v. (Uihl nath hen t n tv o nni.iih' 
earlier than it tlul llinin; ihu < tv.o month 
the conditions around Keionn .n'ti.idh (hiiv'd 
and with the^e altoiiinf (nndiiion. (jordi-n li id to 
re'consider many f)f tin man<tii\rc In it In 4 ‘in;- 
chested Tlte politicintt-n t thntlv con'isis m 
the stront^ recomivn in! ttnin th't thi emintr) • hould 
he gi\en to the Tnrl s, 01 tint /nlmr 'InniUl he 
established as Goterimr-Ch in ral at K.uioum ami 
t-hat the liquator should be qitin to hiinsolf “1 
tvill (lit) keep It," he ‘ tts, “ fiom Zubair," that 
IS to sa^, he will tpiard tin coiintr) nqainst all 
slavc-hnntcrs In this tohime Goulon ileclmes the 
imputation that the E\i)editionary horce has come 
for him, and shows how, to sate our national honour, 
it has come to extricate the garrisons of the Soudan 
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Of the troubles these gamsons Avere causing him 
Ave get a fair notion, but his complaints seem to be 
only a safety-A'ah'e for his humour. He knoAA's the 
men about him are treacherous and liars, but he 
almost seeks excuse for them A\-hen he says “ r\Ian 
is essentiall}* a treacherous ammal, and although 
the Psalmist skid in his haste ‘all men are liars,’ I 
think he mmht haA'e said the same at his leisure ” 

o 

This A’olume concludes Avith a neA\' effort to soh-e 
the Soudan problem by suggesting the Khedh-e 
should replace him at once b}- appointing Abdel 
Kader GoA'emor-General 

This solution is fully discussed in the opening 
of Vol. III. It is not one in Avhich Gordon Anil 
participate, but it may preA'ent his bemg antago- 
mstic to the reheA'mg force Unless he is deposed 
nothinsf AA'ill induce him to leaA’e the Soudan until 
he can extricate the garrisons In remoAung him 
from the GoA’emor-Generalship and in replacing 
him by Abdel Kader the GoA'emment AA'ould be 
utilising a man Avhom they could mould to their OA\-n 
shape Of course this solution Aras as Gordon 
says, m some degree “a trap,” but it recommended 
itself as the onl}- Aca)- out of the difiicultA-, if the 
GoA'emment decided to abandon the ofarrisons 

The only creditable solution, Gordon still affirms, 
is to be found m handing the country- OA'er to the 
Turks AAUth a subsidy or a sum doAA-n, and he 
supplements his argument by a programme shoAving 
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how by this action Her Majesty's troops could leave 
the Soudan with honour before January 1885 “ I 

think this would read well in history,” he says “Her 
Majesty’s Government, having accepted duties in 
Eg}^pt, and consequently in the Soudan, sent up a 
force to restore tranquillity, which having been done, 
Her Majesty’s Government handed over the govern¬ 
ment of the Soudan to the Sultan ” The necessity 
for this solution is the result, m Gordon’s opinion, 
of the indecisions of Her Majesty’s Government, 
and he enumerates with great care the causes 
which have hampered his action and thus required 
the despatch of a relieving force This volume 
IS perhaps more cheerful in its tone than any of 
the others The presentiment that the expedition 
will be too late to prevent disaster is rarely evident, 
and the advance of the Mahdi promises to decide, 
at all events, the fate of those who are shut up in 
Kartoum “ A month will see him defeated or 
victorious, as God may will it,” and with this philo¬ 
sophical consolation Gordon ceases to discuss the 
future of the Soudan, and begins an interesting 
detailed account of the offensive and defensive 
manoeuvres which are taking place in and around 
Kartoum 

In the fourth volume—the shortest of all— 
Gordon continues his narrative of events, and shows 
how numerous and how wearisome are the internal 
troubles with which he has to contend at Kartoum 

d 
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Treachery is silently at work, while indolence, 
selfishness, and dishonesty make those who are not 
treacherous almost useless He is the referee of 
every petty dispute, as much as he is chief justice, 
administrator, and commander-m-chief The people 
demand his decision on every point, political or 
personal, and wish to leave it to him to do or not 
to do, irrespective of his knowing anything of the 
merits of the case they bring before him His 
counsellers say “ Do what you think right, you will 
do better than we , ” and his reflection is, “I, poor 
devil, do not know Avhere to turn ” Then in sorrow 
he exclaims, “ Oh, our Government, our Govern¬ 
ment • What has it not to answer for ^ Not to 
me, but to these poor people I declare if I thought 
the town wished the Mahdi I would give it up so 
much do I respect free will ” It is doubtless these 
internal troubles which lead him to say “It is of 
course on the cards that Kartoum is taken under 
the nose of the Expeditionary Force, which will be 
just too late 

it 

i? it 

In Vol V, which begins on the first day of the 
Arab New Year, the arrival of the Mahdi at Omdur- 
man is reported The treachery referred to in the 
previous volume had led General Gordon to make 
numerous arrests—a necessity he deplored ; but these 
arrests in all probability saved the fall of Kartoum 
on October 21st, for the Mahdi had evidently specu¬ 
lated on either a rising in the town on that day, or 
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on the gates being opened to him by some ot those 
who were then imprisoned On this day Goidon 
also received the news of the treaty concluded be¬ 
tween King John of Abyssinia and Admiral Sir 
William Hewitt, and his anger at the injustice of 
such a treaty is as apparent as is the bitterness of 
his satire throuHiout the whole volume, indeed, he 
cannot get away from this subject, and, though the 
frequent effort to dismiss it m disgust from his 
mind IS evident, he continually inverts to it He 
considers it discreditable, and does not hesitate to 
say so Moreover, he contends that by the Treat} 
of Pans, and also by that of Berlin, the integrity of 
the Ottoman Dominion is guaranteed by the Powers, 
and that it is therefore a farce to say Egypt ceded 
Kassala 

His views on the whole policy of Her ^Majesty’s 
Government are summed up m an imaginary scene 
in the House of Lords “ The noble Marquis asked 
what the policy of Her Majesty’s Government was ^ 
It was as if he asked the policy of a log floating 
down stream —it zuas going to sea, as any one with 
an ounce of brains could see Well, that was the 
policy of it, only it was a decided policy, and a 
straightforward one to drift along and take advan¬ 
tage of every circumstance His lordship depre¬ 
cated the frequent questioning on subjects which his 
lordship had said he knew nothing about, and, 
further, did not care to know anything about ” 

Fielding, had he been alive, would have envied 

d 2 
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Gordon the completeness of this humorous satire. 
The results of the policy, as far as it has gone, he 
shows to have been the loss of some 80,000 lives and 
the effectual restoration of the slave-trade and of slave- 
hunting “ a miserable end to diplomacy when it 
would have been so easy m 1880 to have settled the 
Soudan with decency and quiet, giving up Kordofan, 
Darfur, the Bahr Gazelle, and the Equator” 

-f 

In the latter part of Vol V , but especially m the 
early part of Vol VI, Gordon fully realises the 
Addas catastrophe He knows Stewart and Power 
are dead There is no expression of personal 
regret, though he is “ sorry for their friends ” He 
loved them both, and he pays the highest tribute he 
can to their merits , but he is sure that m then 
present they are happier than m theu* past More¬ 
over, he had done his best, for every precaution 
human foresight could conceive he had taken, 
having done this, the rest was m the hands of God, 
and the disaster was “ ordained ” But these views 
do not prevent him from courting all inquiry, and 
he even holds a court-martial on himself His 
verdict IS, that if the Addas was attacked and over¬ 
powered, he IS to dlame, but that if she was 
captured by treachery, or if she struck a rock, he is 
not to dlame In the one case he should have fore¬ 
seen the chance, and prevented her going, m the 
others he could foresee nothing It was out of his 
power to avert treachery, and the Addas drew 
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under iwo fccL c)f ' ar.d w.i. .irtnmpanied 1)\ 
two bailin'; boai‘> 

1 Ic explain^ with ci.( uul clcanu^sulu Skuul 
and Power U fi Inin iln \ wcni tin ir fu t will 
not by Ins oidtr loi In would inn “ i»tii iln in in 
any daine^cr in wincli In w V' inn linn*’! ll ll On \ 
went the) dul him a r\icf. hn On \ <ould t<U* 
e^raph his \ lews . if On \ 'ii\<d On \ r<tuld not In Ip 
him 'rhe\ could la honour foi tin \ h nl 
promised Oie pioplt aoi’ mi^ In «ouKl not ■;<> la 
honour, fur lie h.id pro.inod tin m ]nm'’t ll If 
Gordon were. ali\t. and tlnni^hl an\ oim could inis- 
inlcrprel what he •'Us. and thus casta slur on tin 
memory of eithei '^t(wui or Power in would be 
'.^really pained llis lo\t ainl admiration for tin m 
both was e\ident, and he knew th u had ii bt ( n 
their duty to remain. ihe\ would ha\( st.wid iodic 
W’lth him at Karloum “ If Zubiir liad bn n sent in 
March, when I asked for him, W( would nol ha\i 
lost Berber, and would ne\(r ha\e wanted an ex¬ 
pedition,” and, if Berber had not fallen. Slew ait 
and Pow'er would have been aim Zubair had 
been his almost first reriuesi, and he never ce.eses 
to regret that one who had devoieil his life to the 
Soudan should nol have been allowed to comi>re- 
hend its requiiements better than those who sat m 
Downing Street 

Within a week of beginnimg this v'olume of his 
Journal, Gordon expected the town of Karloum to 
fall, the recovery of an enormous quantity of stolen 
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biscuit enabled him to hold his own for more than 
another month Dunns: this time a notion of his 
troubles may be gathered from what he sa} s up to 
December 14th, his real suffering must for ever 
remain unknown That it depended upon the 
suffenng of others we may feel assured , he never 
knew what it was to feel for himself He felt for 
his countr)’, he felt for all he tned to help, and if 
he was among such as were killed first, his d}*ing 
thought would have been “ What is to be the future 
of all I leave behind ^ ” 

■5 

In his Journals—his last words—those familiar 
with his character and life will see Charles Gordon 
true to himself to the x^ry end The}' will see m 
him the same ardent passion for justice and for 
truth , the same scorn for wrong-doing and deceit, 
the same gentle pity for the suffenngs of all, and the 
same mercy and forgiveness for his foes and with 
all this is combined the perfection of humility, and 
the sense of imperfection There is no impatience, 
save with those who wronged his honour and the 
poor people for whom he died , there is no unrest, 
for he neared that “ life of action ” for which he had 
long } earned, there is no sorrow, no dark doubt, 
for Charles Gordon was with his God 


A Egmom Hake 



GENERAL GORDON’S POSITION AT 
KARTOUM 

Only a vcr^'- few w ords on mj’' part arc necessary in lay¬ 
ing tliese Journals before the public 

On New Year’s Daj, 1SS4, General Gordon arrived at 
Brussels from the Holy Land, and at once commenced his 
arrangements with His iMajcsi) the King of the Belgians 
to proceed to the Congo 

After visiting England once or tn ice, he left this country 
for Belgium and the Congo on the morning of the 16th 
Januarj^ 

On the i/tli Januarj’’ he was recalled by telegram He 
reached London on the morning of the iSth, and wms on 
his road to Kartoum upon that evening 
At this time, he felt quite confident of success, his 
instructions being that, bj restoring the ancient families, 
whose territories had been seized by the Egyptian autho- 
nties, to their former powmr, he w'ould be able to extricate 
the Egyptian garrisons and cuil cmployt's wnth then 
families, and remove them to Lower Egj'^pt without diffi¬ 
culty 

Dunng the voyage, howmver, from Brindisi to Port Said 
he prepared a Report, or Memorandum, dated 22nd 
January, m which, reviewing these instiuctions, he drew 
attention to some of the difficulties and complications 
which were likely to arise in carrying out the policy of 
Her Majesty’s Government, and asked for their support 
nnd consideration m case of his being unable to fulfil their 
expectations with exactness, and Colonel Stewart, in his 
separate observations of the same date, pointed out that, 
m view of eventualities for which it would be impossible to 



Ivi 


GENERAL GORDONS JOURNAL 


provide, the wisest course was “to rely on the discretion of 
General Gordon and his knowledge of the country ” 

General Gordon, it will be seen, accepted—and dis¬ 
claimed the right to express any opinion of his own upon 
it—the policy of leaving the Soudan It appeared to him 
then that to reconquer that country and restore it to the 
Egyptian Government without securities for a just and 
honest administration would be iniquitous, that, on the 
other hand, to secure that object would involve an expendi¬ 
ture of time and money which could not be afforded, and 
consequently he then came to the conclusion that the 
Soudan might properly be restored to independence, and 
left to itself 

It will be seen, however, that he did not, after his return 
to the Soudan, remain long of that opinion His heart 
warmed at once to the people whom he had faithfully 
governed, and whose affections he found, or at all events 
believed, were constant to him 

It is necessary here to explain that General Gordon had 
not intended to go to Cairo, but to proceed vt& Suakm and 
Berber On the invitation, however, of Sir Evelyn Baring, 
he went to Cairo and accepted at the hands of the Khedive 
a firman appointing him Governor-General of the Soudan, 
without which he could have exercised no control o\ er the 
Egyptian authorities employed m that province 

It was no part of General Gordon’s character to form a 
definite opinion from imperfectly known facts, and to 
adhere obstinately to that opinion, notwithstanding the 
evidence of altered circumstances and new elements 

We need not therefore be surpised to find that, on 
arrival at Abu Hamed, on the 8th February, finding the 
state of the country to be less disorganised than he had 
supposed, and adverting to the confusion which must ensue 
if all traces of the Khedive’s Government were suddenly 
effaced, he made the suggestion that a sort of suzerainty 
should be kept up, and that the chief officers of the Soudan 
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should continue to be appointed by the Khedive, a complete 
and abrupt separation being thus postponed, although the 
control to be retained would be more nominal than real. 

This feeling in General Gordon’s mind grew rapidly 
stronger as time went on When he reached Berber he 
saw still more clearly the position he was in, and became 
impressed with the impossibility of carr} mg out his mission 
with credit, unless he was able to scciiic to the provinces 
of the Soudan some sort of government in the place of 
the one it was intended to withdraw 

Accordingly, upon the day of his arrival at Kartoum 
(the iSth Februar}'-), General Gordon, after pointing out 
to the Government the difiicultics that surrounded him, 
inasmuch as the garrisons and tviployls wcic to be 
removed, w'hen all form of government would disappear, 
urged in the strongest terms he could employ that powmr 
should be placed in the hands of a single man, and that 
the man to be chosen should be Zubair Pasha 

Now it may be remarked that although Zubair wms one 
of the most noted slave-hunters that had ever existed, yet his 
ability and influence could not be surpassed, w'hile even the 
Khedive could not lay claim to any such proud descent— 
Zubair being a direct descendant of the Abbassidcs 

This recommendation W’as rejected by the Government 
although renewed over and over again m a most persistent 
manner by General Gordon, backed up by Sir Evelyn 
Banng, who, on the 9th March, says “ I believe tJiat 
Zubair Pasha may be made a bulwark against the approach 
of the Mahdi Of course there is a certain risk that he 
will constitute a danger to Egypt, but this risk is, I tliink, 
a small one, and it is in any case preferable to incur it 
rather than to face the certain disadvantages of witlidraw- 
Jng without making any provision for the future govern¬ 
ment of the country, which would thus be sure to fall under 
the power of the Mahdi ” 

I must admit that, up to the end of July, I was of 
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opinion that if Zubair had been sent up General Gordons 
life •\\ould ha%e been in danger. On the other hand, I am 
aw are that a Cabinet ^Minister of high position v as, from 
the first, in fa^our of sending Zubair up and so indeed 
\\ as Lord Wolselej* 

At the beginning of August, General Gordon, ha\ing 
again begged that Zubair might be sent to Kartoum, I 
used my endea\our 5 to secure the attainment of that 
object, but without success It v as now apparent that 
General Gordon could not m honour lea\ c until some form 
of future government had been determined upon 

Zubair’s appointment having been disallowed, the onh 
alternative seemed to be the Turks, and the suggestion 
was made that they should occupy the Soudan Any¬ 
thing, m fact, to secure the country against anarchy and 
Its reversion to barbarism 

In must be borne m mind General Gordon did not ask 
that an expedition should be sent, on the contrary', he 
deprecated sending any, unless for the purpose of saGng 
the garrisons and of establishing some form of goi emment 

The proposed movement of t'vo squaarons of ca^alr\• 
from Suakm to Berber is outside the question It was to 
save Berber they were applied for, not for the relief of 
Kartoum General Gordon’s message v as, “ Send troops 
(2CO) to Berber, or you will lose it'” It is fair to Sir 
Evelyn Baring, to add that on the 24th Z\Iarch he said, 
“ Under present circumstances I think an effort should be 
made to help General Gordon from Suakm, if it is at all a 
possible operation ” 

If General Gordon had known hov much in un.son Sir 
Evelyn Banng’s advice had been with hiso.’.n, and what 
support he had received at Sir Evelyn’s hands, he w ould 
have been eager, had lus hfe been spared, to ackno.* ledge 
that co-operation 

Before concluding, I must say a fc i i.ords with respect 
to the seiere comments which occur in p’acca tnrough- 
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out the Dianes, upon the meagre information he icccivcd 
from the Intelligence Department,^ m connection ^\lth 
which the names of hlajor Chcrmsidc and Majoi Kit¬ 
chener are mentioned Now, w-ith icgard to the formci of 
these officeis, he Nvas at Swakm, and therefore does not 
come into the question With respect, however, to Majoi 
Kitchener, I am persuaded that he did all m his powci 
to get messengers into Kartoum, for just in the same way 
General Gordon fancied he got them out, and ) ct how' few 
succeeded in reaching their destination In the same waj 
too as General Gordon fancied his mcsscngcis had reached, 
so did Mr Egerlon fancy his had been successful, foi 
at the end of Julj' he hinted that General Gordon could 
have sent messengers out, m the same way as others had 
got in, and yet at that date onl}’’ one had done so It is 
due to Major Kitchener to say that from the time he w ent 
to Dongola he certainly kept us acquainted wnlh the posi¬ 
tion of affairs at Kartoum in a manner most lehable, and 
deserving of much credit 

With these prefatorj'- remarks I leave mj' brother’s 
Journals to speak for themselves He shows, to mj'’ mind, 
with the utmost clearness the position in wdiich he was 
placed,and reiterates over and ov'cr again that nothing will 
induce him to leave Kartoum until he has secured the safety 
of all those who hav'^e stood by him He says, “ I will end 
these egotistical remarks by saying that no persuasion 
Will induce me to change my views , and that, as to force, 
it is out of the question, for I hav^e the people with me, 
at any rate, of the towms wdiich hold out, therefore, if 
Her Majesty’s forces are not p^^pared to relieve the whole 
of tire garrisons, the General should considei whether it 
IS worth coming up In his place, if not so prepared, I 
would not do so I do not dictate , but I say, what every 
t,entleman in Her Majesty’s army would agree to, that it 

This department must not be confounded with the one 
associated with the Quartermaster-General at the War Office 
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w ould be mean to lca\ c men, \\^ho (though they may not 
come up to our ideas as heroes) have stuck to me, tliougli 
a Christian dog in their eyes, through great difficulties, 
and thus force tliem to suriendcr to those who have not 
conquered them, and to do that at the bidding of a foreign 
Power to sa\ e one’s own skin Why, the black sluts would 
stone me if they thought I meditated such action ” 

Up to the 14th Dcccmbei General Gordon could ha\c 
got away at anj'- time, had he been so inclined , in fact, he 
says, " As for myself, I could make good my retreat at any 
moment I wished ” After that date we know nothing 
No doubt Omduiman fell at once, and in all probability the 
Island of Tuti followed soon after General Gordon must 
then ha\ e seen that no relief could reach him, provisions 
were rapidly running out, treacheiy, as he w'cll knew, was 
at work, and the end came 

He wntes to his sister on the 14th December “ God 
rules all, and as God will rale to His glory and oui 
welfare, His will be done I am quite happy, and, like 
Lawrence, have tried to do my duty” 

In conclusion, I wall add in General Gordon’s own woids, 
“ It IS, of course, on the cards that Kartoum is taken under 
the nose of the Expeditionary Foice, w’hich wall be just too 
late The Expeditionary Force w ill perhaps think it ne¬ 
cessary to retake it, but that wall be no use, and will cause 
loss of life uselessly on both sides It had far better 
quietly return wath its tail betw ecu its legs, for, once 
Kartoum is taken, the sun wall have set and the people 
will not care much for the satellites If Kartoum falls, 
then go quietly back to Cairo, for you wall only lose men 
and spend money uselessly in canymg on the eampaign ” 


H. W Gordon 
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Early m the morning of the 2ist, General Gordon’s 
steamers appeared, and landed tlreir soldiers, who took 
part in the operations of that day 

Reports now reached Sir Charles Wilson that, exclusive 
of the Arabs in Metemma, large numbers were advancing 
from tlie North and from the South It tlierefore became 
imperatively necessary for him to secure the safety of those 
who were under his orders before he could proceed upon 
his mission 

Accordingly, on the morning of the 22nd, he made a 
reconnaissance towards the North, and, finding no enemy, 
he turned his attention to the South 

The whole of the 23rd was occupied in making arrange¬ 
ments for the proper protection of his force, and he could 
not have left before the morning of the 24th 

It may here be observed, in confirmation of tlie report 
of the Arabs advancing from the south, that Sir Charles 
Wilson, on his road to Kartoum, saw a body of men at a 
place on the left bank of the Nile, about twelve miles 
south of Gubat 

It is really beyond the question to consider what General 
Gordon’s position at this time was at Kartoum When 
General Gordon sent down his last journal, on the 14th 
December, he stated he could not hold out for more than 
ten days, and he was in daily expectation that the Fort at 
Omdurman would fall, wlule even then, with that Fort m 
his possession, he considered it would be very hazardous 
for any steamer to attempt to come up to Kartoum On the 
28th November he says “ I hope the officer in command 
will clear Halfeyeh before he pushes on to this, for he may 
get a shell from the works at Omdurman (not the Fort) into 
one of his steamers I do not like to risk sending the 
Bordeen steamer down to give the warning If the steamers 
do come up, and have not the sense to stop at Halfeyeh, I 
shall endeavour to warn them The danger is at the Ras 
or nose, on the junction of the Blue and White Niles The 
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proper thing to do A\ould be to clear Halfeyeh camp of 
the Arabs before coming on here You could then com¬ 
municate with Kartoum by land, and avoid running the 
gauntlet of Arab guns in penny steamboats ’’ 

Now if General Gordon so expressed himself on the 28th 
November, two months before Sir Charles Wilson got to 
Kartoum, and when the fort at Omdurman and the island 
of Tuti w^ere both in the General's hands, wdiat must have 
been the state of affaiis wdien both those positions had 
fallen and w^ere in the possession of the Arabs ? 

Returning to Sir Charles Wilson's progress wnth his 
detachment of only tw^enty men, wdien he got to the point 
of danger, as pointed out by General Gordon, he found 
himself under a cross fire of artillery and musketry from 
all points of the compass, including Kartoum itself Under 
such circumstances he had no alternative but to retire, 
since, had he continued his journey, he could never have 
secured his retreat 

Consequently I cannot but express my feeling that on 
neither head of charge does any blame attach to Sir 
Charles Wilson 


H W Gordon 
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[Lieut-Colonel Stewart kept a complete journal of events that 
occurred at Kartoum from the ist March to the 9th September, 
upon the night of which day he left ] 

General Gordon, who had assisted in great measure 
in the preparation of this Journal, describes it as a perfect 
gem 

It was in duplicate, and was captured when Colonel 
Stewart was muidercd, and, according to Slatin Bey’s 
account (who at the time was with the Mahdi), is now in 
his (the Mahdi’s) possession 

General Gordon’s Dianes arc in six parts 
The First is fiom the loth of September to the 23rd of 
September, and contains 78 pages 
The Second is from the 23rd of September to the 30th 
of September, and contains 41 pages 
The Third is from the 1st to the 12th of October, and 
contains 8$ pages. 

The Fourth is from the 12th to the 20th of October, and 
contains 32 pages 

The Fifth is from the 20th of October to the 5th of 
November, and contains 93 pages 

The Sixth is from the 5th of Novembei to the I4tli of 
December, and contains 104 pages 
The First, Second, Third, and Fourth Dianes arc 
addressed to Lieut -Colonel Stewart, C M G, or the Chief 
of the Staff The Fifth is addressed to the Chief of the 
Staff of the Expeditionary Force for the relief of the 
garrison, and the Sixth is addressed in the same way 
The First and Second Dianes were sent on the 30th of 
September by steamer for Berber viA. Shendy. 

The Third was sent by the steamer Toivfikia on the 
12th of October to Mctcmma 
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The Fourth was sent to Shendy m a steamer on the 
21st of October 

The Fifth left m the steamer Bo}deen on the 5th of 
November for Metemma , 

And the Sixth also left in the steamer on the 

15 th of December 

Each Diary has the same remarks—sometimes repeated 
three times, on the outside of the Journal, to the effect that 
“ it should be pruned down prior to publication 

The Journals or Dianes were handed over to Sir Charles 
Wilson on the 22nd of Januar}^, at Metemma, by the 
officer commanding' General Gordon's steamers 

The Journals were, in my opinion, properly considered 
by the Government as official documents (see letter 
accompanying the last Journal), and were handed over 
to me with the remark that, ‘‘So far as Her Majesty's 
Government had a desire in the matter, it was for the 
publication of the whole Diary , but they did not wish to 
interfere with my discretion ” 

The note at the end of the first Journal e\idently implies 
that when tlie Government have done with tlae Journals, 
then Miss Gordon is to have them 

The publication being, therefore, m my hands, I have 
arranged with Messrs Kegan Paul, Trench & Co for their 
issue in a very nearly entire state, only some six or seven 
pages being omitted, which contain, in my opinion, no 
matter of public interest, while, with regard to names, 
those who are well acquainted with the affairs of Egypt 
can fill up the blanks without difficulty 

It IS to be hoped tliat strenuous endeavours may be made 
in order to obtain Colonel Stewart's Journal, together witli 
those of General Gordon from the 15th of December to the 
day upon which Kartoum fell, as well as that of the Doctor 
promised to the Times 

The Cairo telegrams alluded to in the Dianes have not 
been handed over to me H W. Gordon 
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POSITION OF THE STEAHERS, 

December 14, 1S84. 


Abbas 

Lost with CoL Stewart 

Bordeen 

Metemma, took do^Ti Journal VI 

Chaheen 

In dock, Klartoum 

Faschcr 

Captured at Berber by Arabs 

Hussein} eh 

Sunk off Omdurman 

Ismailia 

At ElartouiTL 

Mahomet A h 

Captured up Blue Nile b} Arabs 

Mansoujrah 

Metemina or Shend} 

Monsuhania 

Captured at Berber by Arabs 

Saphia 

Metemma or Shend} 

Talafaxaeen 

Ditto ditto 

Towfikia 

Ditto ditto 

Zubair 

Kartoum 


Resume — 

Lost 

At Kartoum 

At Zueiemma v,aiting for Lord Wolsele) 
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On oufstdc 7oraj)^cr (a giciss-doi^i) . 


No secrets as far as I am concerned 

C G GORDON. 

Lt - Colonel Stewart, C M G 
or 

Chief of the Staff, LORD WOLSELEY, G C B 
Soudan Expeditionary Force 


Journal oi* Events—Kartoum, Vol I 
From loth Sept to 23rd Sept, 1SS4. 


On Cova at back 

General Gordon’s Journal 
From the lOth to 23rd September, 1884. 


N B —This Jcurnal w ill want pi lining out if thought 
necessary to publish. 

C G. GORDON 
10/9/84, 










JOURNAL. 


Vttlc note as to pruning cIouti on outside —C G G 

Scpicinbc7 lo.—Colonel Stewart, MM Power and 
Herbin, left during the night for Dongola, via 
Berber 

Spy came in from south front, and one from 
Halfeyeh reports Arabs will not attack, but will 
continue the blockade. 

Sent off two sets of telegrams by a spy, who will 
go to Shendy 

Yesterday, when the messenger went out to 
deliver my answer to the Arabs, in response to 
Mahdi’s letter, though he had a white flag, they 
fired on him, and tried to capture him They use 
the white flag, and find it respected by us, and that 
we let their men go back They chain any men we 
send to them 

It IS wonderful how the people of the town, who 
have every possible facility to leave the city, cling 
to It, and how, indeed, there are hundreds who 
flock in, though it is an open secret we have 

B 2 
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neither money nor food ’■ Somehow this makes 
me feel confident m the future, for it is seldom that 
an impulse such as this acts on each member of a 
disintegrated mass without there being some reason 
for It, which those who act have no idea of, but 
which IS a sort of instinct Truly I do not think 
one could inflict a greater punishment on an in¬ 
habitant of Kartoum than to force him to go to the 
Arabs 

Halfe)'^eh reports that Faki Mustapha, who was in 
command of the Arabs on the west or left bank of 
the White Nile, wishes to join the Government 
He IS informed we are glad of it, but wish him to 
remain quiet, and to take no active part till he sees 
how the scales of the balance go, if we rise, then 
he can act, if we fall he is not to compromise him¬ 
self , but what we ask him is to send up our spies, 
which he can do without risk ” The same advice 

^ The military, cmlians. Ulemas, inhabitants and settlers m 
Kartoum telegraphed on August 19th to the Khedive as foUoiis 
“ Weakened and reduced to extremities, God m His mercy sent 
Gordon Pasha to us m the midst of our calamities of the siege, 
and M-e should all hai e penshed of hunger and been destroy ed 
But n e, sustained by bis mtelligence and great military skill, haim 
been preserved in Kartoum until now” — Eg)pt, No 35,/ 112, 
see also AppcndicK. AB — Ed 

In this passage n e ha\ e an example of the old and perfect 
fairness mth vhicli General Gordon dealt with others Before 
allomng blustapha Eaki, the neutral, to jom his ranks and aid 
him against the IMahdi, he must first himself be satisfied that such 
a step would not endanger Faki Mustapha’s Ufe Success or 
failure was still doubtful This, of course, he could not tell 
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was given to the people of Shendy, who wished to 
issue out and attack Berber 

The runaways of Tuti’’ wish to come back, which 
IS allowed 

The “ matches ” used for the mines are all finished, 
and we are obliged to go back to powder hose, 
and unite the mines in families of ten 

Rows on rows of wire entamrlement are being 
placed around the lines General Gordon’s horse 
was captured by the Arabs in the defeat of El 
foun , the other staff horse got a cut on the head, 
but IS now all right 

The Mahdi is still at Rahad ^ The answer to his 
letter Colonel Stewart’s journal) was sent 

open, so that the Arab leaders could read its 
contents 

With respect to letters written to the Mahdi and 
to the Arab chiefs, commenting on the apostacy of 
Europeans, they may, and are, no doubt, hard, but 
it IS not a small thing for a European, for fear of 
death, to deny our faith , it was not so m old times, 
and it should not be regarded as if it was taking off 
one coat, and putting on another If the Christian 


lilustapha, but would it be right and just to use him while such 
a doubt existed? Gordon was of opinion that it would not, 
and thus he bade Mustapha wait events, and do for him that 
only which involved no risks —Ed 

^ Tuti IS an island at the junction of the White and Blue Nile 
—Ed 

■* Near El Obeyed and about 200 miles from Kartoum —Ed 
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faith is a myih, then let men throw it oft; but it is 
mean and dishonourable to do so merely to save 
one’s life if one believes it is the true faith hat 
can be more strong than these words, “ He who 
denies i\Ie on earth I wdl den}^ in heaven.” The 
old mart}Ts regarded men as their enemies, who 
tried to prevent them avowmg their faith In the 
time of Queens !Maiy and Elizabeth, what men we 
had, and then it was for less than here, for it was 
mainly the question of the hlass, while here it is 
the question of the denial of our Lord and of his 
passion It is perhaps as well to omit this, if this 
journal is published, for no man has a right to 
judge another- PohticaUy and morally, however, 
it is better for us not to have an^'thing to do 
with the apostate Europeans in the Arab camp 
Treachery never succeeds, and, however matters 
may end, it is better to fall with clean hands, than 
to be mixed up with dubious acts and dubious 
men Maybe it is better for us to fall with 
honour, than to gam the mctoiy with dishonour, 
and in this view the Ulemas of the town are agfreed , 
they will have nought to do with the proposals of 
treacheiy\ 

No doubt the letters to the Arabs will make the 
Arab chiefs work on the Europeans with them, to 
take an active part against us, by saying to those 
Europeans, “You are cast out,” but the Arabs 
will never trust them really, so they can do little 
against us 



GENERAL GORDON'S JOURNAL 


7 


We had a rcgulai gaol delivery to-day, letting 
out some fifty, and are sending to the Arabs 
about nine prisoners whom it is not advisable to 
keep m the town A donkey quietly grazing 
near the north fort, exploded one of the mines 
theie (an iron alembic which belonged to the time of 
INIahomet Ah, and had been used for the reduction 
of gold. It held some lo lbs of powder), the donkey, 
angrj'^ and surprised, walked off unhurt’ These 
alembics are of this shape, braced 
b}'’ iron straps together It is c\- 
traordmar}^ that after a good deal 
of ram, and three months’ expo¬ 
sure, the domestic matchbox should have retained 
Its vitality 

The school here is most interesting, as the 
scholars get a certain ration It is always full, viz , 
two hundred Each boy has a w^ooden board, on 
which his lesson is WTitten, and on visiting it the 
object of each boy is to be called out to read his 
lesson, w'hich they do Avith a swaying motion of 
body, and in a sing-song way, like the Jews do at 
the wailing place at Jerusalem and in their syna¬ 
gogues, from wdiich we may infer this was the 
ancient way of worship, for the lessons are always 
from the Koran Little black doves with no pre¬ 
tension to any nose, and not more than two feet 
high, push foiward to say the first ten letters of the 
alphabet, which is all they know 

We have completed the census {vide Colonel 
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Stewart’s Journal)/ and have 34,000 people in the 
town 


September 11 —Stewart’s steamers, which had been 
delayed at Halfeyeh® owing to some machinery 
accident, left last night for Berber ‘ Spy reports 
that one of captured steamers at Berber is disabled 
by the Arabs 

When Cuzzi® came to the lines yesterday, the 
officer Hassan Bey made him walk over on his knees 
m order to pass into lines, pointing out to him that 
the lines were thickly spread with fearful mines. 
Cuzzi asked what one would do when the Nile fell, 
and was told that these new mines wmuld be put 
down as the river fell Hassan Bey put Cuzzi into 
a hut, and questioned him as to the whereabouts of 
the Mahdi He said first he was at Duem,® and 
ivhen pressed he agreed the Mahdi was in Kordofan, 
and had not moved He said the Mahdi had not 
more than two regiments , that he had lost heavily 
in fighting the mountain tribes of Nubia, and had 

^ Vide Sir Henry Gordon’s Prefatory Note — Ed 
A small tovni eight miles north of Kartoum — Ed 
Berber is about 200 miles from Kartoum.— Ed 

® English Consular Agent at Berber According to 
Herbin’s telegram from Kartoum recened by hi Barrbre on 
22nd September, 1884, Cuzzi had gone to Kordofan, but -nhether 
free or as a pnsoner -was not stated— Egypt, No 35 (1884), 
No 142 — Ed 

® Duem IS a toan on the IMnte Nile about 100 miles from 
Kartoum —Ed 
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not much ammunition left, that Waled a Goun 
had some 200 regulars with him, 10 mountain guns, 
and 2 Krupps, but only 5 boxes of mountain gun 
ammunition, and 3 boxes of Krupp, and 5 boxes of 
Remington (The Arabs captured at our defeat at 
El foun 75,000 rounds, so that will help them) 
Waled a Goun wanted to go to Giraffe, where Abou 
Gughz was defeated, but Abou Gughz said it would 
never do Cuzzi looked pretty miserable Outside 
the lines were three Arabs and Zarada (a Greek), 
they waited for Cuzzi Soon after Cuzzi had left 
for the Arab camp, two dervishes came m with the 
Mahdi’s letter (vide Colonel Stewart’s Journal), and 
a dervish dress from the Mahdi to me They were 
g^ven the letters I had received for Slatin for 
Cairo, and my answer to the Arabs , also the horse 
head-stall which Abou Gughz had lost, at which 
they were amused, and went off to the Arab camp 
I sent out my letter in answer to the Mahdi (vide 
Colonel Stewart’s Journal) with a slave, upon whom 
they fired Talataween and Bordeen left for Sen- 
naar this morning to bring down dhoora.^“ Letter 
wntten to the Sheikh el Obeyed proposing “ we 
should mutually remain quiet, &c , &c , with relation 
to one another, as we are rendering the country a 
desert ” 

Jer xvii 5 “ Cursed (thus saith the Lord) is 

A cereal very much resembhng Indian com — Ed 

The Sheikh el Obeyed declared for the iNIahdi m March 1884 
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the man that trusteth m man, and maketh flesh his 
arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord, 
therefore cursed ts he of the Lord, who hopes by any 
arrangement of forces, or by extenor help, to be 
relieved from the position we are in Jer. xvii 7. 
“ Blessed (thus saith the Lord) is he that trusteth 
in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is,” there¬ 
fore blessed is he “ of the Lord ” who makes all his 
arrangements of forces, without any reliance on such 
arrangements, or on any extenor help, but trusts in 
the Lord^" How impossible for man alone to accept 
these views, for with what heart can he make his 
arrangements if he does not trust in their success * 
Cunous verses, Ezekiel xxix 10-14,^ as to Egypt 

At first sight there might seem something of a contradiction 
in these sentiments, but, \\hen weighed, they uull be found con¬ 
sistent and sound They convey an idea which was constantly 
at work in General Gordon’s mind, and this to the effect that roan 
should make ever}' effort towards the attainment of perfection, and 
then, and not till then, leave the issue to God, that he should, in 
fact, draw on all earthly resources—as the mstrument of God— 
and that, these exhausted, he should then look to Heaven for aid 
not to be drawn from earth — Ed 

“ Behold, therefore I am against thee, and agamst thy niers, 
and I mil make the land of Egypt utterly waste and desolate, 
from the ton er of S} ene even unto the border of Ethiopia- 

“ No foot of man shall pass through it, nor foot of beast shall 
pass through it, neither shall it be inhabited forty years 

“ And I mil make the land of Eg}^!! desolate m the midst of 
the countnes that are desolate, and her cities among the cities 
that are laid n aste shall be desolate forty years, and I mil scatter 
the Eg}'ptians among the nations, and mil disperse them through 
the countries " 
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being waste for forty years from the Tower of Syene 
(Assouan) to frontier of Ethiopia, it is certainly 
the Soudan which is meant, and it is in a fair way of 
being a desert 

A Dervish came m with a letter from Abdel 
Kader, the Sheikh on the White Nile, which, with 
answer, is annexed , he also brought a letter from 
the messengers who brought in the Mahdi’s letter 

o o 

on 9th September {vide Col Stewart’s journal). 
They said they had not received my answer, which 
it will be remembered was sent out by a slave, 
whom they fired upon This man also brought 
in a letter from a Greek, Calamatino,^® who begs 
to come m and tell me important news for all 
Europe His letter and my answer are annexed 
It will be noticed that Cuzzi adds “he is going 
to Berber to-day,” so he may meet with Stewart 
They might have gone down together had they 
mutually have known of one another’s departure 
A soldier captured at Obeyed came in, and 
reports that his comrades would come m en masse 
if we would let them come at night Abou Gughz 
denies that the head-stall I sent to him is his 


“ Yet thus saith the Lord God, at the end of forty years will I 
gather the Egyptians from the people whitlier they were scattered 
“ And I will bring again the captivity of Egypt, and will cause 
them to return into the land of Pathros, into the land of their 
habitation, and they shall be there a base kingdom.”— Ed 
Appendix A and A 1 
Appendix B 
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I put dovm our defeat on the Dem or head¬ 
quarters of Sheikh el Obeyed to two things— 
I. A lot of Kartoum pedlars went out to loot, 
and they broke the square. 2 Mahomet Ali Pasha 
captured a lad of twelve or fourteen years of 
age, and the little chap spoke out boldly, and said 
he believed Mahomet Achmet was the hlahdi, 
and that we were dogs He was shot' Before I 
heard of our defeat I heard of this, and I thought 
“ THAT wdl not pass unavenged. ’ There was an 
old belief among old Christians that eveiy event 
which happens on earth is caused by some action 
being taken in heaven, the action in heaven being 
the cause of the event on earth cvuti Revelations, 
when at the opening of seals the trumpet sounds, 
&c, &c, all events exercised in heaven are followed 
by events on earth. This bemg the case, how futile 
are our efforts to turn things out of their course 
Vials are poured out on earth whence events happen. 
To me, it seems little what those events may be, 
but that the great object of our hves is how we 
bear those events in our indhidualit}’ If we trust 
in the flesh, thus saith the Lord, we are cursed, if 
we trust in Him we are blessed I cannot think 
that there are any promises for answers to prayer 
made for temporal things , the promises are to hear 
prayer, and to give strength to bear with quiet what 
may be the M ill of God. A vial is poured on earth, 
events happen; one is furious with the British 
Government for these events; but if we were 
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logical, \\c should be furious with the pourer out of 
the Mai, and that we shrink from being;, for He is 
the Ahnie;hty who pours out the vial 

This afternoon another mine blew up at Tuti, 
thcMCtimwas another donke}, who, however, did 
not get off so well as his colleague of the North 
Fort, for he lost his hind quarters, and w'as killed 
—R I P 

We cannot helji thinking something has happened 
m Europe of a startling nature, and which is knowm 
to the Arabs m an indistinct way, for they evidently 
look on the game as their:^, and that w'lthouL fight¬ 
ing, of which the\ show no sign Abou Gugliz (in 
remonstrating with Waled a Goun, wdio washed to 
descend the ii\er) told him “that his forts w^ere 
better than any at Cairo, but that the soldiers came 
over them, like aficets so sa}s the Denash wdio 
came in to-day 

We decided to-night to send out a letter to 
Arabs, saying that though w^e will not admit any 
European into the place w'e wall permit an in¬ 
terview, wath any European they may wash to send 
to a flag placed in front of lines, with the Greek 
Consul and Greek Doctor 

September 12 —It is most dispiriting to be m the 
position I am, if it w^as not good for me, when I 
think that, wbeu I Icft^ I could say, “ no man could 


“ Go, and with ghouls and a'rits rwe .”—The Giaoin 
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lift his hand or foot in the land of the Soudan ”” with¬ 
out me (Gen xli 44)^® and now we cannot calculate 
on our existence over twenty-four hours. The people 
are all against us, and what a power they have , they 
need not fight, but have merely to refuse to sell us 
their gram. The stomach governs the world, and it 
was the stomach (a despised organ) which caused 
our misery from the beginning It is wonderful 
that the ventral tube of man governs the world, m 
small and great things 

One of Seyd Mahomet Osman’s family, come m 
from Shendy, reports Osman Digma, as writing 
to Berber, reporting the arrival of the English at 
Suakin, their purchase of camels, and advance 
The Arab chief of Berber assembled his subor¬ 
dinates and told them this, also of the advance of 
the troops from Debbeh commanded by English 
(Wood’s force) and recommended them to collect 
their men The two captured steamers at Berber 
are on opposite sides of river 

Sent out letter to the Arabs to-day, saying I 
would let the Greek Consul come out and meet 
the Greek who had written to me , the Arabs, this 
time, did not fire on the flag of truce 

These -words may be taken literally Such was Gordon’s 
pouer and influence m 1879, '"’hen he resigned the Governor- 
Generalship of the Soudan — Ed 

“ And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without 
thee shall no man hft up liis hand or foot in all the land of 
Egypt ”— Ed 
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Cinir< j>,iraii' ff \jalis cui sonih frf)iU, lint \ ei) 

1 ir t'l) 

'I'iti Jinn fmai Slu mi\ n ports liiat. all the ri^ht 
b m). of ih< \il' (pint W t hue st ni out an 

t'Ct'ri to tr\ aini captu,* Cte a, who i. on Ins ua\ 
to !'•(. rl I r 

h ccrinnK i a rnmnis f'i jnplihcation of liow 
\cr\ h'^lulv ft In’jon "it on nn n and t<» not< ilu; 
fc irfnl apo t ’c\ t)f 1 o;h Mn-'ni.nans ind Christians, 
■v\ iu n tin ir )•»< > or proj-t 1 1 \ 'n nn nart d 'J'lu rc is 
‘-caret i\ ojn ’r< it Jannh of tin ‘sondan, fannlus 
V. ho cm irict th< ir j" tli 'r* t for j'nt hundred jear*^. 
V. In) I'Ut not ir<<i)t<d Malnnint Aclnnel as 
M.'hdi, to v\t tin ji p<optri\, tlnni'di the*) lauoh at 
tile idea afiinvanl I am mini' this aronmenL 
Y.nh ilieiii 111 ‘ nin-’. “ \ on ask me to become a 
'Mu'sulmanio ‘ i\e m\ lift, and ym }, ourself acknow- 
leii ;e Mahomet Atlnin I a*, tin Mahdi, to sa\c \oiir 
li\e-S, win, if V.e 'p) on tin. itimciple, v.e will be 
adoptmo i\t,ry idipon v. ho-e adherents threaten 
our e'isienct, for yiu knt)V. and own, when you arc 
safe, that Mahomet Achnnt is /;n/ the Malnh ” 

One of our cajjtuied '>oldiers from Obejed came 
m from \\ aled a Goun, .md four others with a 
W'oman c.une m from ]‘'aki Mustapha (two of the 
last w'cre men slaves of the unfortunate I lassan 

“ K\er)tliinfi one tloc;. i5 1 iiown, nntl tlic only regret is tint 
1 am a Ciiristnn ^et tliej would be the first to despise me if I 
recanted anti became i ^^ussulmin "— J^\ttact front Gutnal 
Gordon's J.illa, da/id Kassah, Duonbcr "it/t, 1S77 —Lu 
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Pasha Ibrahim, who was executed), the}?' report 
food scarce m the Arab camp, and that many are 
striving to run away, owing to the way they are 
bullied 

Ulemas are Avritmg letters to Arab chiefs, pro¬ 
testing against their acts, as being contrar}?- to 
Muslim religion 

The Greeks and other prisoners in Obeyed, &c, 
complain bitterly of their privations and ill-treatment 
by the Arabs, in the letters they sent m here to 
other Greeks 

I was awakened this morning by a woman cr}ung 
out, “ My son has been murdered, and I demand 
justice ” Her little on/j boy had, it appears, been in 
one of the Arab water-wheels, which are moved by 
oxen, and a man had pushed him off, his skull was 
partially fractured, but he had been m hospital for 
some days, and we hoped for his recovery, when 
inflammation set in, and he died He was a nice 
little bright-eyed, chocolate-coloured child of eight 
years old—the mother is a widow One is drawn 
towards the children of this country, both browns 
and blacks—the formei are of a perfect bronze colour 

The browns and blacks bear their wounds with¬ 
out a murmur, the poor fellaheen soldiers yell 
upon the slightest touch to their wounds 

One of the Arab chiefs came to the Shoboloha 
defile, and tried to laise the people to occupy the 
passage, the people refused, and the Aiab chief 
vent off 
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*I Ilf .f I*- .1 n< U‘i ! iti hn',jii! il wall a ctiL f)n 
lilt n<'^<* hi'in n <1 ihf (tit itas ( nl< red the 
iKvtnl ‘jiv iit'j nint Iniit o,)> nin " intlcad nf two — 
)i i'" Oil *'.t< of thf tif''-' (il i IK'MO nn-ic can 1)( 

lul to ]n.(. ! )( K! •' K .nil' iIk min’s rlici.Ks air 
iintoMcln (1 

( ^ K mill r< ( i i V. O’) I'l ri iIim ('1k:=:1 , 1im IimmI 
1 (.In , ml ('’( 1 1 K (licior foniul a Inillct. 



m tlm C( nir(. of Ills Inaii, m wall of \entriclc 
Tlin doctor has tins he irt m s[)iriLs It was a ball 
WLit^hiiK^ the s line as onr Marimi-I Icnri bnllcl 

riic ncoro soldn.rs arc wondci fully clean, wdiilc 
the fellaheen and Turkish lot are just the reverse , 
the former have the ^loss of a well-cleaned and 
polished bool, such as the little London shoeblack 
loves to turn out for a iicnny 
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A Greek came m from the Arabs to-mght, I sent 
the Greek Consul to see him on the Imes, where 
he will stop for the night 

I saw the Ulemas*® to-day, and lamented to them 
the degeneracy of the Faith, when Christians become 
Mussulmans to save their lives, and Mussulmans 
become the followers of the False Prophet, to save 
their property. They are going to preach against 
this, but I fear much that when it is a question 
between Allah and their goats, &c, they will be 
inclined to look after their goats, as a rule I am 
afraid we are much the same, and would prefer 
50,000 men at our backs, than any Scripture pro¬ 
mises , It is only when we are pushed into a comer, 
and cannot get the 50,000 men, that we turn to the 
promises—at least, that is so to a great extent 
with me There is no doubt that success makes 
men hard on their fellows, while misfortune makes 
them soft (One has only to study the demeanour 
of a Cabinet Minister, or a Colonel while in office, 
or out of office, to be convinced of this truth ) 

I do not believe that fanaticism exists as it used 
to do in the world, judging from what 1 have seen, 
in this so-called fanatic land It is far more a 
question of property, and is more like communism 
under the flag of religion, which seems to excite and 

“ I ha^e upset so many vested interests, that the only people 
I can count on are the Ulemas, to nhom I gave back all their 
ancient pnvileges, ulnch had been taken away from them by 
Ismail Pasha Yacoub from General Gordon’s letter 

daitd Karfouw^ May 1S77 — Ed 
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td quc colour to acts v.iiiclj im 11 would otherwise 
condemn ’ 

I am sure it is unhnov. n to the generality of our 
nuss!onari(s m Mu'^lim cdnmri's, that m the Koran 
no uniiutaiion of s:n is mad< <m cair Lord, neither is 
It innted that He jiad mad of pardon, and, furtiicr, 
no Muslim can den\ tint the 1 atlu r of oui Lord 
v.as Ciod (' ,/ CInptc r III of Knnn, “the I'amily 
of Touran ). and ih it lie v..is incarnated by a 
miracle < hir bchoj), cemtf ni theinsehes with its 
bein,.,^ a fal'e r< li-;ion, but it n a faLi rehi,non pro- 
fe‘'Sed b\ millions on millions of our fellow creatures 
The Mu^-lims do not - ax Mahomet was without sin, 
the Koran «)ften acbnowh de:es th.it he erred, but no 
Muslim will ••a\ As far as self- 

sacrifice of the bod), the) are far abo\e Ivoman 
Catholics, and con a (juentl) above Protestants It is 
posiii\e trouble when one c ills one s ser\.mt to be 
contmu.all) tohl he is at lus pra)ers, and one cannot 
think that this is an (' ctise, for it can be no pleasure 
to be in a constr.iined jmsition for a considerable 
time, unless one h.id some faith in those prayers 
The God of the Muslims is ou; God And they do 
not behe\c that Mahomet esercises any mediatorial 
office for them d hey believe they will stand and 
fall by their owm deeds m fact the)' are as much 
undei the law' as the Jew'S 

*' “ If figliting occurs, il is tlic Soudnnese ronscmtnc of tlicir 
property fighting tlie Soucl.mtsc coinniunists, mIio desire to rob 
thcin.’’— Extract ft out Genet at Gordon's Meinorandtini rccctved by 
Stt E Bannst, Fehtnaty \th, jSS| — Ety'/t, A’'o 12 —Ed 
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During our blockade, v.*e have often discussed the 
question of being frightened, vrhich in the vrorld s 
-uiev.', a man should never be For my part I am 
alvra^-s frightened, and ver}* much so. I fear the 
future of all engagements ~ It is not the fear of 
death, that is past, thank God but I fear defeat, 
and its consequences I do not believe a bit in the 
calm, unmoved man I think it is only that he does 
not show it outwardl}'. Thence I conclude no com¬ 
mander of forces ousfht to live closelv in relation 
with his subordinates, who watch him. like lynxes 
for there is no contagion equal to that of fear. I 
have been rendered furious, when, from anxiet}- I 
could not eat. I would find those at same table were 
in like manner affected 

The Greek Consul came back from seeinsf the 
Greek, v. ho brought a letter^ from AValed a Goun, 
asking me to surrender I answered as per margin 
sa\mg I did not see iL The Greek’s object was to 
get us to surrender He says Lupton ^ of Bahr 

tVe have thank God passed oar dangers Vietier the. 
%Tere imagmar or not I do not knoT, 'bnt ve -rere threatened bv 
an attack from tnonsands of determined bkic''.s —ho tnem I vas 
he'e. Xo— nery he— Englishmen 'morr —nat it is to be rntn 
troops the} ha.e not a b t of confidence in. I rraved heartdv 
for an issue, but it gas e me a pain m the he.art like tnat I haa 
.rcn surrounded at Masmdn I do not fear death nut I fear 
from vrant o' faith tne rer.lts of m} deatn—for the mho'e co,-ntr>- 
'''Ou''d hate nsen ."—Extract frcrr General Gorder a letter dated 
Ead'a Jah iitl 1S77 Ed 

App/e^cn. C AppenoD. C i 

L-pton Eey rras Go emor of tne Eahr el GazeLe. 
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Gazelle has come down to Shaka, with his men to 
surrender, and that Emin Bey of the Equator is 
said to be also captured The Greek says, “Cuzzi 
left yesterday for Berber Slatin Bey‘° was in Kor- 
dofan The Mahdi was on his way here.” Accord¬ 
ing to the Greek Consul, this man came in to get 
money for the Greek prisoners, and for little else 
I have left the Greek Consul to do what he likes 
with regard to this 

There was an earthquake, lasting some seconds, 
at^9 p M to-night, like the other ones, it was from 
south to north. 

When one thinks of the enormous loss of life 
which has taken place in the Soudan since 1880, 
and the general upset of all government, one 
cannot help feeling vicious against Sir Auckland 
Colvin, Sir Edward Malet, and Sir Charles Dilke, 
for It IS on account of those three men, whose 
advice was taken by Her Majesty’s Government, 
that all these sorrows are due They went in for 
the bondholders, and treated as chimerical any who 
thought differently from them by letting Sir 

Auckland Colvin and Sir Edward Malet stay in 
Egypt when he went there, got let into their 
ways Time has shown the result of their policy, 

According to a telegram from M Herbm to M Barrbre, 
Slatm Bey, formerly Governor of Darfour, had by this time jomed 
the Mahdi, and by him had been placed in command of the 
Kordofan cavalry, which force was supposed to represent the 
most formidable contingent of the Mahdi’s army — Ed 
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and we shall hear of them no more In a 
minor degree the Tvucs correspondent at Cairo 
and Alexandria is a sinner, for he backed them 
We are an honest nation, but our diplomatists are 
conics, and not officially honest 

Siptcmbcr 13—Sent out notifications to all the 
authorities in Egj^pt and the Soudan to search 
Cuzzi closely, for 1 think he is an emissary of the 
Mahdi, this can be done under pretence of customs 
I am inclined to think that Cuzzi betra^^ed Berber 
to the Arabs, for how else can the different treat¬ 
ment he received from the Mahdi from all other 
Europeans be accounted for ^ 

Five of our soldiers captured at Obeyed came in 
to-day, they report the Arabs not strong, and not 
meditating immediate action (they brought their 
arms with them), they say the Arabs knew of our 
expedition to Berber 

The Ulemas sent a letter"^ to the Mahdi to-day , 
these letters are interesting, for they show the views 
of these people 

The steamers are reported to have passed the 
Shoboloha defile safely , they ought to be at Berber 
to-day 

Note that I do not call our enemy rebels, but 
Arabs, for it is a vexed question whether we are 
not rebels, seeing I hold the firman restonno- 
Soudan to its chiefs 


Appendix D 
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t\\cnl}*ninc years (accoidiiig lo Mcrodotus) What 
a life for the people of Arolus • One is tired enough 
of this, and ^\e ha\e only had six months of it 
A/otiis or Ashdod is a miserable little village be¬ 
tween Jafa (which, bj the waj, is called after japhef, 
the son of Noah) and Ga^a 

The black soldiers who come m arc generally old 
acquaintances of mine, 7 1 thej know^ me, wdiile 
their black pug faces are all alike to me I like the 
Chinese best, then the pug-faced blacks, then the 
chocolate Soudan people I do not like the tallow-¬ 
faced fellaheen, though I feel sorrj- for them 

E/ckiel x\i\ and \\\ arc interesting, for they 
show- Egypt to be doomed to be the basest of 
kingdoms, the slave of lungdoms, never possessing a 
ruler of its own race (Mahomet Ah w-as a Sandjak” 
of Salonica, and an alien to tins land) The judg¬ 
ments on this land arc on account of its cruelties in 
respect to the slave trade Berber (w-hich Colonel 
Stew-art ought to pass to-night) is 200 miles from 
Merow-e, w-hcrc the cataracts cease, thence there is 
open w-ater to Dongola, 150 miles distant from 
Merow-d, he ought there to find the telegraph open, 
and so on the 20th of September he ought to be m 
communication with Cairo and Europe. 

One thing puzzles me is, if it was really deter¬ 
mined to abandon the Soudan to its fate, why the 
people of Dongola and of Senheit were not with- 


The commander of a company— Ed 
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drawn, when the determination was taken, there 
could be no possible object for keeping the peoples 
in those places I think if, instead of ‘ Minor Tactics ’ 
or books on art of war, we were to make our young 
officers study ‘ Plutarch’s Lives,’ it would be better , 
there we see men (unsupported by any true belief, 
pure pagans), making, as a matter of course^ their 
lives a sacrifice, but m our days it is the highest 
merit not to run away I speak for myself when 
I say I have been in dire anxiety, not for my own 
skin, but because I hate to be beaten, and I hate to 
see m}'’ schemes fail, but that I have had to undergo 
a tithe of what any nurse has to undergo, who is 
attached to a querulous invalid, is absurd, and not 
to be weighed together When I emerge all are 
complimentary , when the invalid dies the question 
is, what should be given to the nurse for her 
services We profess to be followers of our Lord, 
who, from His birth, when He was hunted, till His 
death, may be said to have had no sympathy or 
kindness shown Him, yet we (and I say myself 
especially) cry out if we are placed in any position 
of suffenng, whereas it is our matter, if we are 
Christians, to undergo such suffering I have led 
the officers and officials the lives of dogs while 
I have been up here, it is spurs in theu- flanks 
everj^ day, nothing can obliterate this ill-treatment 
from my memoiy'’ I may say that I have not 
given them a moment’s peace , they are conies, but 
I ought to have been more considerate It is quite 
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pninful to see men tremble so ^^hcn they come and 
see me, that tlic\ cannot liold tltc malcli to their 
cigarette Vet I lia\e cut off no heads, I only 
killed two Pashas, and 1 declare, had it not been for 
outside influences, tliose two Ikashas would have 
been ah\c now, tlie\ were judiciall)' murdered^ 
llapp), as far as we can sec, are those men who 
swmq; in small arcs, unhajip\ are those who, seck- 
mt^ tlie field of ad\cnture, swiiu;^ from tiie extremes 

“SurAivnr Soiul'^nc^L tkclircd lint the two TiMns in com- 
nnnd rlnr ccl 1 nr) inlo iKtir ifw n * (jinrc , ihc ^oUhers, rccognibing 
liKin, opened ibcir i i d to la ilian lhronc;h, ind into tlic gip 
tluK nndt the icbel cl.llr^ followed '1 iic Ireichcr}, doubtless 
pre imngcdains tcmijikiO in u Mice hut ranbution wis close 
It Innil Wnen iIil Intik wis oNcr llierc two initors, Slid ind 
H i^^in, einiL into fiordun * lent, iml the Citncril offered tliem 
dnnl lhc\ refu cd Ciordonk ^tcrdin, dnining tlie reason, 
urin) fir^'l ind ilit Pi*^]!!*^, wlio Ind suspeciLd jioison, followed 
‘'Uit IJunng the iciniindcr of lint (h\ tliLj h^ huiden in llicir 
homes, for the soldier, were rning iloud for \engeincc, and 
would ]n\e murdered lliein it onc^ bid lliey ippeircd m the 
^'treels J jjc next di} they were tried 1 )} courl-niirlMl, and 
found guilty of eomnniniciuon with the enemy and of liinng 
Ireichcrousl) murdered their own men In the lioiisc of Hissan 
a great store of rifles and ammunition was discoxcrcd , and it was 
)jro\cd tint both he and Ins colleague had stolen llic two months’ 
])i\ gi\cn to the troojis on account of six months’ arrears They 
had also 111 cn in«o tlie field with tliem sc\cnly rounds of cannon 
iinmumtion, instead of eiglit, the usual number, so that tlie rebels’ 
guns might be w ell sujiphed for future attacks on Kartoum The 
Inal was long and patient, but the ^crdlct wms apparent from the 
beginning Hassan and Said were found guilty, and on the 
same evening, amid expressions of universal delight, they were 
shot by llic men they had betrayed”— T/ic Stoty of Chinese 
Gordon^ ff 92-3, \ 11 —Eu 
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asked him to go, but he would not, it is well known 
we have refused to give in 

If It IS possible to get nd of the bitter feelings 
existing betw'een the two great sections of the 
Soudan people,"^ it will go a great way to pacify the 
countr}', by degrees this may be done 

hleat has fallen from los per lb to 2s per lb 
The steamer Toujiha, which went up the Blue 
Nile to Giraffe, fell on the Arabs, and drove them 
off from collecting grass and w'ood (one is thankful 
for small mercies in these times) 

The word “Islam” means the resicmincr or de- 

o o 

voting oneself entirely to God and His service, 7 c 
self-sacrifice consequently a true Chnstian is of the 
Islam religion, as far as the name goes (this is Sale s 
translation of the word Islam) 

It IS curious hoAv quick the people forget their 
disasters and losses , it is only ten days ago that we 
lost in killed nearly one thousand men, yet no one 
speaks of it nov/, it takes about four or six days to 
obliterate the bitterness of a disaster. 

The old bugbear of the defection of the Shagg)'eh 
has sprung up again Saleh Pasha, who is a prisoner 
V ith the jMahdi, has ^vntten to his brother to say he 
and the hlahdi are coming, and that he is not to 
join me. These sort of things, which are taken up 
as gospel truth by those around me, are one of the 
most disagreeable parts of my position , those who 
w ill one day declare that the Shagg) eh are faithful, 

Those for, and those against the Mahck—E d 
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is one hundred miles from here, on left bank of 
White Nile 

The Greek who came in told the Greek Consul 
that the Mahdi puts pepper under his nails, and 
when he receives visitors then he touches his eyes 
and weeps copiously, that he eats a few grains of 
dhoora openly, but m the interior of the house he 
has fine feeding and drinks alcoholic drinks 

The Greek says the Mahdi has lots of letters 
from Cairo,^^Stamboul, and India , that his constant 
conversation is Kartoum, and his chance of its 
capture 

After this pepper business * I think I shall drop 
any more trouble in wnting him letters, trying to 
convince or persuade him to reasonable measures 
The Greek told the Greek Consul that the Mahdi 
was perplexed to know Avhat on earth I was doing 
up here, as I had no part or lot m the Soudan I 
expect this question is more perplexing for others 
than the Mahdi (myself included) I must confess 
that the pepper business has sickened me, I had 
hitherto hoped I had to do with a regular fanatic, 
who believed in his mission, but when one comes to 
pepper in the finger nails, it is rather humiliating to 
ha\ e to succumb to him, and somehow I have the 

“I strongly suspect that he (theMahdi)it, a mere puppet put 
fon\ arcl b\ El\ ns, Zubnir s father-lIl-la^\, and the largest slave-oivner 
in Obc) ed, and that he has assumed a religious title to give colour 
to the defence of the popular nghts ”— Genual Gordon's vicio as 
e\/nsscd io the Edilor of “Pall Mall Gazcllt” cn fan 8, 18S4_ Ed 





34 


GENERAL GORDONS JOURNAL 


known, they are done for, and perhaps the iMahdl 
coming here v/ill do for him. As long as he could 
put the misdeeds of his subordinates on them, he 
was all right, but when the people see that he does 
nothing to rectify wrongs, his prestige ought to go 
This afternoon one of Seyd Mahomet Osman’s 
family came up from Shendy , he reports the Stewart 
expedition having passed Shendy,^’ that they 
captured a lafge boat with gram and twenty-four 
slaves, which was collecting taxes for the Arabs He 
reports as true the arrival of troops at Dongola , 
that the ^vludir of Dongola has quieted his province, 
that the Arab chief Mahomet el Khair, of Berber, 
on hearing troops had come to Dongola, sent round 
to collect the Arabs, promising them '520 a month, 
half responded to the call, and came to Berber and 
asked for their pay [Mahomet el Khair sent them 
to a house where he said the money was (the 
Government money, the celebrated ^60,000 vhich 
was given to me at Cairo') When the) entered 
the house, no money was found, and Mahomet el 
Khair explained it by saying the devil had caused 
It to enter the earth ' He then pretended that the 
Mahdi had sent for him, and bolted. He seems to 
ha\c seen he could not hold out If he goes to the 
Mahdi, and docs not account in some better way for 
the disappearance of the money, I fear it will go 
hard vith him, for the Mahdi, although he allows 

Shend} 15 ninct)-fi;c miles from Kertoum — Ed 
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certain freedom m miiaculous events, is likely to be 
chary in allowing such events among his followers, 
especially when thej’’ affect his pocket 

Another captured soldier escaped and came in. 
He sa)s the Arabs begin to notice these diminutions 
of their men, and to be very strict Nearly all the 
soldiers knew me personall}'' in Darfour 

As for the y"6o,ooo which has been lost and stolen 
by Soudan Arabs, it is only a tithe of what has 
been stolen fronr the Soudan by the Egj^ptian 
Pashas, that effete race, so 1 do not regret it 

We hope to finish another of those small steamers 
in twenty days, like the Abbas (which went down to 
Dongola with Stewart), and m another forty days 
to complete another one, this will complete the four 
steamers bought by Colonel Prout in 1878 , one of 
them, the Ma/ioaui A/i, is in the hands of the 
Arabs, having been surrendered by Saleh Bey 
I should not be surprised if Berber surrendered 
to Stewart’s expedition It was a miserable defence 
It made, and the people were never very much 
inclined for the Mahdi I cannot help thinking Cuzzi 
was at the bottom of its surrender 

The Toiofikia steamer went up above Giraffe 
to-day, fired on some Arabs and captured a cow 
Four of the captured soldiers of Obeyed escaped 
here, they had little to say, beyond that they had 

Colonel Prout was appointed by General Gordon to the com¬ 
mand of the Equatorial Provinces at the date of the latter’s re¬ 
signation m the autumn of 1876 —Ed 
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been ver}’ miserable, and that the Arabs hoped vre 
v.'ould surrender. 

I sincerely hope that Berber vrill surrender to 
Stev.-art’s party*, it would be a great feather in his 
cap. 

The majorit}* of the soldiers v,ho come in bring 
their nfles 

Haunting the palace are a lot of splendid hav/ks 
I often wonder rrhether they are destined to pick 
my eyes, for I fear I vras not the best of sons 

“ Enough for the day is the evil thereof,” but I 
cannot help feeling appalled at what is to happen, 
even if we do manage to extricate Kartoum from 
its troubles, v. e will have to quiet donn all the 
countries around Sennaar and Kassala, and to with¬ 
draw from the Bahr Gazelle, and Equator (for I do 
not believe the Greek’s story* about those lands 
being evacuated). Then comes the question of 
V. hethe-r the prisoners in Kordofan are to be left to 
their fate If Her r\Iajest}’s Government ha^ 
entered the field this is impossible, and if Her 
Majesty’s Go\ernment prevent Eg)pt e.-.tncating 
them, then it is \irtuall\ Her Maje3t}’s Go'cem- 
ment v.ho lea'v*es them to their fate Besides this, 
t.iere is the temble outlay of mone\ fv.hich has to 
be met) for current e rpenscs Also %’,ho is to 
go’.ern the countr . All idea of evacuation cn ;;,assi. 

T-c c, 0 rroc) st ris f;.rc' z-d cesp.^eta to obc. 

. r-.- t e m ens o.'" irc a t sia ' p c/. it oJt and the 

ciz ts £''1" cct it. —P^'O ^ X. i; 
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must be gi\en up, it is totally impossible, and the 
only solution is to let the Turks come m, or else to 
leave me here, the voxy thought of which makes me 
shudder, or to send up Zubair Pasha ,■*' m both cases 
a subsidy of 100,000 is needed per annum 

Stplunbi] 16—The man left m charge of the 
Roman Catholic j\Iission’s garden is furious with 
the Austrian Consul for taking those $100 he 
sent to the captives at Obeyed Me says that had 
he known they had become Muslim he would have 
sent them poison The $100 came from the sale of 
produce of the garden Whether his anger is owing 
to his bigotry, or to the having to give up the $100, 
is a question He says he cannot leave, for he is m 
charge of the Bishop’s robes I evpect he holds on 
to the garden, whose dates alone sold for over $1600 
A woman escaped from the Arabs this morning 
The notes to Sale’s Koran, chapter xix , entitled 
“ Mar}'’,” are very interesting, as containing the 
Muslim view of our Lord’s conception The sixteenth 
chapter of Koran, entitled “ the Bee,” is considered 
to allow Muslims to apostatise, if forced by violence 
to do so {;vidc Sale’s notes with regard to Moseilama), 
though it IS more meritorious not to do so So the 
Muslim here are well off m this respect, vts-a-vis, 
the Mahdi 

Zubair is the correct spelling It must not be forgotten that 
Zubair IS of very high family, being a direct descendant of the 
“ Abbassides ”— Ed 
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Faki jMustapha, who commanded on the left bank 
of the \Yhite Nile, and who retired into the interior, 
A\as expected to come over to us He however has 
wTitten a letterin abusive terms to Cassim el 
IMousse, m which he maintains that IMahomet 
Achmet is the IMahdi Another soldier came in wnth 
two nfies Ton'fikia went up the Blue Nile, and 
took on board two runaw^ay slaves Another man 
came in with a letter from a man who is a prisoner 
with the Arabs, w’hich letter says positively that 
22,000 troops are at Dongola, and that the hludir of 
Dongola is at hlerow'e, and is pushing on his men 

The soldier v ho brought m iuo rifles accounts 
for It by saying he started with his companion to 
come , that lus companion got frightened and dreaded 
to dela), so they sat dow n and his companion went 
to sleep , so my friend thought it was time to be off, 
and that it was as well to take his comrade’s rifle 
with him ’ ' 

Septunher 17 —I ha\ethe strongest suspicion that 
these talcs of troops at Dongola and Merowe are 
all gas-v orks, and that if )ou wanted to find Her 
lTajest}’s forces }ou would have to go to Shep- 
heard’s Hotel at Cairo ^ 

The reports of the advance v hich v e get from 
Se)d Osman arc ne\er supported by any written 

Appen<]i\ E. 

1 O' i W o’ cl'- •’r'l VaiT left Cairo for A\ a^, Haifa ten da>s 
r^e- Gor ’on a to’', tao-e " ores —Lij 
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CMclencc from Don^ola, and 1 expect they are 
nnented Whctlici tlic rcsuircction of Stewart, 
Power, and Merliin will ha\c any effect remains to 
l^c seen but, ill-natured oi not, it is m3 firm impres¬ 
sion that Mcr i\Iajest3 s Go\eminent wall be most 
disac^reeald\ surpiised by tlicir cmercjinc^ 

If Stewart i^ctsdown, he oin^ht to l^e m communi¬ 
cation witli r.urope on the 22nd of September, and 
l^ower's tcletriams oui^ht to be in 77 ;;/ts' 23rd Sep¬ 
tember It makes me laiv^di to think of the flutter in 
the doxccot which will follow ''T/za/ 

(Afiica has indeed been a '‘beast” to our 
countr\, as one of Dickens’s characteis called it) 
l£t;crton\ telecp'am/* carcfull)’' written in cypher 

Lord Gninillc on Min 17, iSSi, in^^tnictccl Mr Egerton to 
comnnimcnc tin, follounn; incs'.r^c from Her Majesty’s Go\crn“ 
mcnl to General Gordon — 

“ IIa\ing regard lo llie lime ^\]ncll Ins elapsed. Her ^tajcsly’s 
Go\ernmenl desire lo add lo llicir communication of tlic 23rd 
Apnl as follows —\s llie original ])lan for the evacuation of the 
Soudan Ins been dropped, and as aggressne operations cannot 
l)c undertaken with the rountcnancc of Her l^Iajcstj’s Go\crn- 
mcnl, General Gordon is enjoined lo consider and either lo 
report upon, or, if fe isiblc, to adopt, at the first proper moment, 
measures for Ins own rcmo\al and for tint of the Egyptians at 
Kartoum who ha\c suffered for him or wd^o ha\c served him 
faithfully, including their wncs and children, by wdialever route 
he may consider best, ln\ing especial regard to Ins own safety 
and that of the other Lrilish subjects 

“ With regard lo the Eg) ptians above referred to. General 
Gordon is authoii'^cd lo make free use of money rewards or 
promises at his discretion For example, he is at liberty to assign 
lo Eg}^ptian soldiers at Kartoum sums for themselves and for 
persons brought with them per head, contingent on their safe 
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(and equally carefully without date, but which we 
ascribe to June), respecting the contracts to be 
entered into with the Bedouin tribes to escort us down 
(“and be sure to look after yourself"') might have 
been as well written in Arabic, it would have pro¬ 
duced hilarity with the iNIahdi Two escaped 
soldiers came in with little news, they came with 
their arms 

A man came in from visiting the Sheikh el Obeyed 
He says that the Arabs lost very few in their attack 
on hlahomet Ah Pasha, that they will wait till the 
river falls ere they tiy^ and close in on Kartoum 

The righteous indignation, expressed on the pub¬ 
lication of that slave circular, which did nothing 
more than say “that the treaty of 1877 (declaring 
that the slaves would not be allowed to be sold after 
1887) Mould not be put in force,” is rather amusing 
to think over (a pact zoith the dcinl, as, I dare sa}'-, 
some called it), when one thinks that the proba¬ 
bility IS the whole countr}' will be a nest of slave 
hunters and banditti 

Tlicy say the Mahdi means to take up his 


irnsil U Korosko, or \\l\atc\cr point he may consider a place of 
sifct) , or lie nn} cniploj and paj the tribes m the neighboui- 
hnod to C'Cort them Her Maje5t)’s Goiernment presume that 
the ‘'Oudanc'C at Kartoum arc not m danger In the event of 
ficncril Gordon liaiing dispatched an) persons or agents to other 
noint' he is authorised to spend an\ monc) required for the 
piirpO'C of recalling them or securing their safety”— Egypt, 22, 
iSS; .K- Ft. 
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When the escaped soldiers come in, they pay me 
a visit, and arc given a dollar, made to look at 
their black pug faces in the mirrors, Avhich are in 
the palace, and asked their opinion of the reflections 
Some stare with v ide open eyes, for ihey have never 
sieu //iLinsclvts bifoic They generally approve of the 
reflections, especially the black sluts, who think them- 
sclvms “ Venuses,” and shove their hands into their 
mouths, which is a general sign among blacks of great 
modest}', like the casting down of the eyes with us 
Faki Mustapha’s letter caused great commotion 
among the Ulemas, for he says, “ He will destroy 
the Korans, and shut the mosques, and listen only 
to the jMahdi ” 

There is a tone m Egerton’s telegram'"’ which 
giatcs on me , it is, io me, as iMic said “You have got 
into a mess, and although you do not deserve it, I am 
villmg to stretch a point in }our favour, and autho- 
nre you,” <S.c And in the previous part (the 
authoi unknown) of tlic telegram, it is as if I was 
enjoying this \\ retched fighting up here I declare 
It IS Egerton and Co , vho made the mess, and would 
like to hang its fabrication and solution on me, not 
that I mind the burthen, if they did not send such 
telegrams (the Co are Malet and Colvin) 

I must sa} I do not love Diplomatists as a rule 
(and I can fancy the turning up of noses at my 

\ppcnrli\ E 

* / /• '1 111. tdo::r im pi\ cn on pie^c 39 — 1 u 
note on page 39 — I n 
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venturing to express an opinion of them), I mean m 
their official attire, for, personally, the few I know 
are most agreeable (and I specially except Alston, 
the chief clerk, and Weller, the hall porter, who 
has, of late years, become quite amiable) , but taking 
them on their rostrums, with their satellites, from 
their chiefs down to the smaller fry, no one can 
imagine a more unsatisfactory lot of men to have 
anything to do with I have seen , , , 

, at different times, and when one left their 
august presences, one marvelled at the policy of 
Great Britain being in such hands Lord Ham- 
mond was a Tartar, and one knew he was to be 
respected 

One would not so much mind if they did not 
inoculate with their t^irus those who get employed 
by them, but I have found Stokes of the Suez Canal, 
Wilson of Anatolia, and many others (I may say 
Stewart), all impregnated with their ideas of sun 
worship and expediency I own to having read 
with pleasure the ‘ Queen’s Messenger ’ till Lord 
Carrington stopped its publication, and Marvin’s 
work on Public Offices 

A man has come in who says Stewart and his 
steamers have captured a large convoy of two 
hundred camel-loads of* stuff belonging to the 

o <o 

Arabs They had passed Shendy, and had not been 
fired upon 

The Mahdi will be furious 

I do not think the resources of this place are 
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known We can turn out 50,000 rounds of Re¬ 
mington ammunition a w'eek, there are some 10,000 
rounds of mountain-gun ammunition in store, and 
if the hlahdi takes Kartoum (wduch wall entail the 
fall of ever)' town in Soudan) it Avill need a large 
force to stay his propaganda According to the 
Greek he meditates an invasion of Egypt and 
Palestine, wdiere they arc all ready to rise All 
the steamers on the Nile, even below Assouan, are 
but crocker)*, if struck by a mountam-gun shell, 
consequently, if the people rose at Esneh they 
could, by the iNIahdi sending down two guns, stop 
the river The further the Mahdi is off from the 
people who rise, the stronger he is, here w'c arc 

“The clanger to be feared is not that the Mahdi Mill march 
northuard tliroiigh Wad> Haifa, on the contrary, it is rer}' 
improbable that lie Mill etergo so )ar north The danger is 
altogether of a difierent nature It arises from the influence 
i.luch the spectacle of a conquering Mahommedan PoMcr, 
t-'iabhshtd clo-L to jour frontier-,, Mill exercise upon the popula¬ 
tion Mhnli )ou gorern In all the cities in Eg;pt it Mill be felt 
tint Mint the Mahdi has done the) may do, and, as he has 
dnsen out the intruder and the infidel, the) may do the same 
Nor IS It onl) England tint has to fice this danger The success 
of tlic Mahdi has ahead) excited ilingcrous fermentation in 
Arabia and bjna Placards ha\c been posted in Damascus 
< allmg upon the population to rise and dn\c out the Turks If 
the mIioIc of the Eastern Soudan is surrendered to the Mahdi, 
the Arab tribes on both sides the Red Sea Mill take fire In 
•■.'-defence the 1 urks arc bound to do something to copcMith 
•-o formidable a danger, for it is quite possible that if nothing is 
c one tile v hole of tiic Eastern Question ma\ be reopened b) the 
tniunph of the Mahdi ’—GeiumI Conlons x as fxpnsseJ ta 
it 1 il r cj t! ‘ I all Mall Gazdh "—1 d 



GENERAL GORDONS JOURNAL 


45 


near him, and hear all about his festivities and 
pepper business , at Esneh this would be lost in the 
mists of distance, still more so at Cairo and in 
Palestine What have we done in Lower Egypt 
to make them like us ^ Not a single thing We 
have foisted Europeans on them to the extent of 
_;;^450,ooo a year, we have not reduced taxes, only 
improved the way of extorting those taxes The 
Mahdi says, “ I will take one-tenth of your produce, 
and I will rid you of the ‘ dogs ’ ”—a most cap¬ 
tivating programme' If well led, and once he 
takes Kartoum, the combined forces of France 
and England will not be able to subdue him, unless 
they go at his nest From a professional military 
point of view, and speaking materially, I wish I was 
the Mahdi, and I would laugh at all Europe 
Query (believing all the above as I do)—would I be 
justified in coming to terms with Mahdi, on the 
understanding that he should let down all refugees 
(on the Egerton contract arrangement), while I 
should give over to him, unhurt, all warlike 
matenal in Kartoum ^ 

Certainly, according to the letter, I would be 
justified in so doing, and then what' of what I 
feel sure will happen, i e, z. rising m Egypt occurs, 
what will my nation say^ (for Egerton will disap¬ 
pear by some appointment in Chili) they will say it 
IS my fault, but {D V') they shall not say so, for 
I will not give up the place except with my life 
It cannot be too strongly impressed on the public 
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that It IS not the iMahdi's forces which are to be 
feared, but the rising of the populations by his 
emissaries I do not believe he had four thousand 
men when he defeated Hicks We have to think 
what would a garrison of ten thousand men do in 
Cairo if the population rose 

Had Zubair Pasha been sent up when I asked 
for him, Berber would in all probability never have 
fallen, and one might have made a Soudan Govern¬ 
ment m opposition to the r\Iahdi, Wc choose to 
refuse his coming up because of his antecedents 
111 1 c slave trade, granted that we had reason, yet 
as we take no precautions as to the future of these 
lands with respect to the slave trade, the above 
opposition seems absurd I will not send up A 
because he vill do this, but I will leave the country 
to B vho vill do exactly the same 

Scpttiidur iS—i\Ien came to Halfeyeh from 
Sliendy, and report in further detail, the attack on 
the market of Hetcrnma,” and capture of a lot of 
things I he) report also the arrival of troops at 
1 )ongoln. and their advance towards I 3 crber (saying 
that a reconnaissance was just pushed out to ascer¬ 
tain if Kartoum had fallen or not) Tliree escaped 
soldiers came in from Arabs , they report that a lot 
of troops are at I'ashoda I suppose those from 

\ toen neui) oj-i-ositc to Sheirly, on the left bank of the 
.NjV - I D 

’ \n ol! hot hj\ «r\ on llic WIntc Nile—L d 
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Equator or Bahr Gazelle , it appears they have been 
at Fashoda some little time, and have lots of cows, 
&c They did not like to come on, for they did 
not know if Kartoum existed 

lo AM —A fight IS going on between the 
Tozvjikia steamer and five hundred of our men and 
the Arabs, near Giraffe The Arabs are retiring 
towards the White Nile I sent out the men 
to get wood, &c The Arabs did ditto, thence the 
collision 

The three men who came in to-day, say the Arabs, 
seeing the numbers who desert them, take the rifles 
from the men at night, and give them out by day 
These men say the Mahdi knows of the advance 
of the troops on Berber, and is in a way about it 
Yesterday, previous to hearing the news of to¬ 
day, I had arranged for the departure of the Greek 
Consul and subjects to the Equator, and then their 
retreat, via Zanzibar, but it will now be held m 
abeyance, till we see the corroboration or not, of this 
advance of troops to Berber 

The following meditations as to the future, may 
save a good deal of talking therefore I write them 
Supposing It to be true, an expeditionary force 
comes to Berber, composed of partly British troops 
What will result ? The Mahdi’s people will retire 
still further into the interior, and some of his people 
will come in The chief of the expeditionary force 
will say “ Now the road from Kartoum to Berber is 
open, retire the garrison ” He may say, ” I will give 
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you three months to do it in ” Well, ive send up 
steamers to the Equator and Bahr Gazelle, and the 
garrison of Kartoum marches on Sennaar and we get 
dow n the refugees, and garrisons from those places 
Of course the moment it is known we are going to 
cv'acuatc, ^\e drive all neutrals, and even friendlies 
of the countr)'’ into the arms of the hlalidi, for they 
vill calculate “We are going to be left, and con¬ 
sequently ve must, for our own interests, do some¬ 
thing for the Islahdi, in order to hedge our position " 
This means that arrayed against our evacuation will 
be the mass of those living in our midst, and who 
arc now with us This is disagreeable, but one 
cannot help seeing that it is quite impossible to 
keep British troops after Januar)^ Therefore I 
maintain we must instal Zubair with a subsidy or 
give over countr}' to the Sultan with a subsidy 
'I here is no option If it is determined to do 
neither, but to evacuate purely and simply, then 
■when the Sennaar garrison is brought down, gi\e 
me the steamers, and the black troops, who are 
willing to go, and let me take them up to Equator, 
while the e\pediLionary force goes down to Berber. 
I must say I think this will be a mistake, to leave 
the prisoners in Obeyed, and to let the Mahdi gain 
Kartoum 

As for Kassala, it must be relieved, by a separate 
t \pcdition from iVlassowah and Scnheit Supposing 
the c%’acuation, and non-establishmcnt of a regular 
government (under Zubair or the Turks) is deter- 
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mined upon, the Mahdi would, on taking Kartoum, 
think twice of moving on Eg}'pt, if I was on his 
rear at Equator, w itli all the steamers 

No one can feel more stronglj^ than I do, that 
January must see aii) Diilish troops, who may come 
up on their w ay down to Eg} pt, conic ]nc conic 
This must be so, therefore I keep on, about giving 
the countr}’^ to Sultan, or installing Zubair, wuth 
subsidies 

In the scrail, we ha\e a Turke) cock and five 
Turkey hens d'liey were all \er} tame, but having 
put the Turke}f cock’s head under his w'lng, and 
swung him into sleep, on one occasion, he is now 
shy to come near me , how'cvcr, if one goes to his 
w'i\es and scratches them he is furious, and comes 
up with his neck of all colours, but keeps out of 
range I am sorry to say that one of his waves, 
having sat with patience for three w^eeks on eggs, 
and brouglit forth tw'o chicks, ht liUcd ihcni, such 
IS the accusation lodged against him b}'’ the cook 
I think a Turke}'' cock, w'lth ever}’’ feather on end, 
and all the colours of the rainbow' on his neck, is 
the picture of physical strength , his e}'e is an eye of 
fire, and there is no doubt of his being angry w'hen 
he sees his w'lves touched I am one of those who 
believe m the fore and future existence of what we 
call animals We have the history of man, shaped 
m the image and likeness of God He had breathed 
into him the breath of God, and became alive, while 
the waters and earth w'ere told to bring forth 
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fulness of His Godhead, therefore the form He took 
must be perfect, and as our difference between Him 
and us is our sm (which He has taken away), we, 
in our turn, must be capable of realising His fulness 
of Godhead, and my belief is that our future happi¬ 
ness IS in being finite intelligences We will keep 
on to all eternity, grasping the infinite knowledge of 
God which we are so formed as to be able to do, 
but which will last for ever inasmuch as He is 
infinite. When one gets on these subjects, and has 
to come down to this dreadful Soudan question, it 
IS depressing, so also is the thought that miserj'’ here 
is our lot, for if we will be with our Master, we must 
be like Him, who from His birth to His death may 
be said to have been utterly miserable, as far as 
things m this world are concerned yet I kick at 
the least obstacle to m)'’ will 

I certainly will, with all mj'’ heart and soul, do 
my best if any of Her Majesty’s forces come up 
here or to Berber, to send them down before 
Januar}’-, and will willingly take all the onus of 
having done so Truly the people are not worth 
any great sacnfice, and we are only bound to them 
because of our dubious conduct in Egypt, to which 
bond there is a limit, which I fix m January As 
for the Kordofan Europeans, with one exception, 
they have denied their Lord, and they deserve their 
fate in some measure 

September 19—The ex-Khedive always said that 

E 2 
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the great difhculty of governing the Soudan, v.as 
the* want of means of cas\ access, so he went into 
a great scheme of railways, he always said that 
the Go\ eminent w'as bad, because of the immunity 
which Go\crnors enjojed, owing to his being unable 
to control them The Soudan, if once proper com¬ 
munication was established, would not be diflicult 
to go\ ern 1 he only mode of improving the 
access to the Soudan, seeing the impoverished 
state of Ivgvptian linances, and the mode to do 
so, without an outlay of more than /10,000, is by 
the Xile 


I "r { itm J 
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Take this section to be the bed of Nile fiom 
Kartoum from \ssouan, abedefs; the cataracts, 
pi ICC steamer', on the o[)en spaces between cata¬ 
racts, build small fort-, at cataracts, and a sure and 
cert un mad is open for ever 

1 he same crews would do for tliese steamers, 
for awiellv service would suffice Camels should 
be plac< cl at the cataracts for the transhipment of 
goM 1, from steamer to steamer 

*\lier the ir t 01 tlav, which certainly would not 
be more than v.e have the steamers 

(1 think /5< O') wouM be enough), the thing would 
pa\ It elf nf coiir-e. it would be better to make 
b^p tramv av . worked bv animals, than to keep 
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camels at the cataracts I worked at this idea 
quietly for the time I was m the Soudan before 

Ismail, llie e\-Klicdivc, fully considered that to maintain 
his hold of the Soudan, he must improve his communications with 
It and Eg:}"pt proper Unfortunately, m Ins wish to bnng the Soudan 
trade do\Nn the Nile through Eg}^pt proper, he was led to abandon 
Its natural outlet by the route from Berber to Suakin, across the 
aSo-mile desert, and determined to make a railway through the 
desert along the Nile past the Cataracts from Wady Haifa to 
Hanneck, a distance of iSo miles Contracts \\ere made, and 
some ;;^45o,ooo verc spent on the line, but financial difficulties 
arose, and in 1S77 it came to a standstill some fifty or sixty 
kilometres south of ^^''ady Haifa. It n as e\adent that on this grand 
scale the continuation of the line could not be hoped for, so I studied 
the question There vas the hnc made from Wady Haifa for say 
fifty miles, and therefore 130 miles remained to be got over before 
this bamer of desert was passed By tlie researches of Colonel 
!Mason and Mr Gooding, and also by my own personal examina¬ 
tion, the rner for this 130 miles uas shown to be not continuously 
encumbered by rocks There were, as it were, long strips of open 
^\ater beh\een the ridges of rocks,—one of these stnps was forty 
miles in length Now steamers built m England had in full flood 
been hauled up every one of these ndges, and had thus been brought 
to Kartoum and had plied to Gondokoro My idea was to bnng up 
small steamers during high Nile, place them on all the open strips of 
nater of any reasonable extent, and tlius work them from ridge 
to ndge m these open spaces I proposed further to have only 
one crew, and to ship them from steamer to steamer so as to save 
expense At those places where the ndge was of any great length, 
I proposed to use tramways to get over the space between the 
debarking landing-place of one open water-way to the embarking 
wharf of the other open water-way Thus, by using the water-way 
vhere open, and tramways where the nver was encumbered, I 
should get over tliese 130 miles I calculated that the cost of all 
this work, steamers, and tramways, would be while 

the railway, if earned, would liave cost over a. million and a half 
Howe^er, the revolts, troubles of different kinds, and other 
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Colonel Mason went down and examined the cata¬ 
racts bet\\ecn Hannck and Wadj Haifa, and he 
found one space of open water fort) miles m length 
The Wady Haifa railway might be produced some 
nine kilometres, and brought down to river bank 
The mass of the misfortunes of the Soudan arose 
from this idea of utilising the Nile not ha\ing been 
earned out, but one had to work at it quietly, for 
Cairo was bent on the Wad\ Haifa railway over 
V Inch such sums had been spent I even took 
one steamer up from Wad) Haifa to Dongola 
(/ c Mr Baird, C E , did so), to begin the chain of 
steamers 

\o church parade to speak of, Arabs are now 
\tsiblc onl) on the south front, four or five miles 
distant Arabs did not bring their gun down to the 
Blue Nile to-da), and no escaped prisoners came 
in To-day is the Muslim Sabbath, and there is no 
office V ork (Xot that tliere is much on other days , 
hove\er, one never sees an)one from morning till 
niglit) 

'1 liis has given me time to think over the outburst 
of Indian ition :it ;c the slave circular We did 
lot see the paper-., so can only guess what they 
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said, but c\pect that this diabolical fact caused 
upraised hands in horror, “Was the world coming’ 
to an end ^ ” What complete rubbish ' Was it not 
announced openly that the Soudan was going to be 
abandoned, and consequently that the Soudanese 
were to be allowed to follow their own devices 
(\\ Inch are decidedly slave-huntingly inclined) What 
possible influence could my saying that that feeble 
Treaty of 1S77 to be enforced, have 

on people who were going to be abandoned ^ The 
sole and only object of my mission was to get out 
the garrisons and refugees without loss of life And 
in saying what I did I meiely told the people a 
platitude 

Baring deigned to say he would support me • Of 
course, that was an enormous assistance, to have his 
approbation. I expect that my asking for Zubair to 
come up was the last drop m the cup, and hence¬ 
forth I was a complete pariah, yet, m reality, if the 
Soudan was to be abandoned, what difference could 
It possibly make whether Zubair or the Mahdi 
carried on slave-hunting, for, according to all ac¬ 
counts, the Mahdi is most active m this direction (so 
says the Greek) We had decided to abandon the 
Soudan, and to leave it to its own devices , the only 
obstacle to this were those horind garrisons, once 
we could get them out, then chaos might reign, for 
all we cared The Arabs, foolishly, would not 
let us return, consequently the present position 
Zubair’s coming up, when I asked for him, would 
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ha\e, I tliink sa\Ld Berber, and greatly facilitated 
the getting dovn of il0"^. garrisons, v hich ^^c only 
care for.becruse it isa/vr/ytr/dr dishonour to abandon 
tnern ‘ tnej. ought to have surrendered at once, 
iroubiesonae people that they are, giMng so much 
bother' 

Stcaart v. ill Iicar v. itness that m) \\hole efforts 
ha’.e been, and v ill be, directed to carr} out my 
instnictions \u the v ithdrav.ai of the garrisons 
and refugees, and had it not been for the defeat of 
Mahomet Ah I’asha, I should ha\e got out at least 
tv o thirds of those at Kartoum and Sennaar I 
v.as engaged in a certain v.ork. to take dov.n 
the garrisons, It suited me altogether to accept 

this V ork (v hen once it v.as decided on to abandon 
the Soudan), v Inch, to my idea, is preferable to 
letting it be under tho .e wretched effete Egyptian 
I'a has Her Majesty's Go\ernment agreed to send 
nv It V as a mutual affair, the\ owe me positively 
I'othmg and I ov ■ them nothing A Member of 
I’ irharnent in one of our last recened papers, asked 
• ■" heila r ohicfr, \.ere not ‘upposed to go where 
i a _ ire o-<h r_ 1 ^ ’ I quite agree with hi:^ view, 
1 !i .t cirnot be said I v ordered to go. TIic 


^ M* 

■ -t as ta j com^fe . 

for : 

an\ order It v as 


» ill •' 1 and tr\ an 

<1 mg 

ansverwas “Only 

to > 

del 4 ''tml’ AsVorall 

that 

mrg. be said of our 

In/ 

' r ^ '1 Ac , Ac .'t IS 

all t 

addle, for v e had 

: 1 

! 'w on , a •. fir all tnnt 
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be said as to v liy I 
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the people would not have been such fools as to 
have let me go, so theie is an end of those great¬ 
coats of self-sacnficc, &c Place before men the 
chance of success by holding out, and the certainty 
of death, or miserable captivity, if they give in, 
there is not much credit m holdmsf out I must 
add HI ic, ‘‘the people not letting me go,” that 
even if they had been willing for me to go, I would 
not have gone and left them m their miserj'’ I 
think I say truly, I have never asked for a British 
c\pedition I asked for two hundred men to be 
sent to Berber at a time when, Graham having 
beaten Osman Digma, one might have supposed 
there was no risk for those two hundred men, and 
I asked for Zubair “ 

Baring offended Cuzzi, who revenged himself by 
betraying Berber Baring openly announced “ that 
no troops would come up to Berber,” which was a 
gratuitous act on his part We may be sure Cuzzi 
(who loves Baring) did not fail to tell this to the 
Mahdi, yet Baring pitched into me for indiscretion in 
asking openly for Zubair,“ which I did on purpose, m 
order to save Her Majesty’s Government the odium 

“ On the iSth Feb , the day General Gordon armed at Kar- 
toum, he recommended m the strongest manner that Zubair 
should be sent up, and gave his reasons in detail ”— Bgyp^t 
No 12,1884 Endositre tn No 114. 

“ On March 9, Sir Evelyn Banng recommended tliat Zubair 
should go up, such a recommendation being in harmony with the 
policy of evacuation ”— Egypt, No t2, 1884, m 115 6^ 222 —Ed 

This cannot be traced —Ld 
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of such a step ' As for Zubair’s refusing to come up 
(as Cuzrt sa\s he did) I put it do\\n to some palace 
intrigue and consider (if it is true) he was forced into 
sa}ing so If an\ Expedition comes up, I am grate¬ 
ful cffciallj for the people's sake, but I consider that 
it 13 a / ighl the} possess, for, had not Egypt been 
interfered with, somewhat more than seven persons 
would ha\e come up here, as reinforcements, bctw'cen 
eist No\embcr, 1883, when Hicks’ defeat was 
known, and iQth September, 1SS4 / am grateful 
pcri,onaU)\ because, as surely as the chief of that 
Cvpedition comes up, I will put on him the burthen 
of the Government (doing what I can to help him) 

I am unable to forget the sufferings of these peoples, 
owing to our want of decision in ic Zubair, and 
no soft words will obliterate those sufferings 
from m} memory It is not over praiseworthy if 
one holds out, v hen, if )ou do j'of, your throat is 
cut 

I am deeply grateful to those who have prayed 
f'jr us 

Any e' jieditionary forcf that may come up comes 
,'i) tor the honour of England, and England will be 
g'leful, and I can hang the yoke of Government 
on sfiine one eKe for the solution of the problem. 

\ny one reading the telegram 5th hlay, 
'^u'd in. 20th A[)nl. Ma-sovah, and ru/Z/w// date, 

1 non ^avnvy ‘ Her Majesty's Government docs 

1 . \ -.1. si 0 r. pt, 1^.4, Xo 3 
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not entertain )our proposal to supply Tuikish or 
other troops in order to ’indertake military opcia- 
iions in .Soudan and consequently if }0u stay at 
Kartouin \ou should state jour reasons,” might 
imagine one ^\as hpunniing up here, whereas, 
I am sure, no one wislu„s more to be out of it than 
mjself, the s ’ are those horridly pluckj 

Arabs 

I own to ha\ing been xerj insubordinate to Her 
Majestj s Goxernmeni and its ofncials, but it is my 
nature, and I cannot help it I fear I ha\c not even 
tried to plaj battledore and shuttlecock x\ith them 
I know if / was chief I woulel nexer employ wysclf^ 
for I am incorrigible I o men like Dilke, xxdio 
xxeigh exerx xxorel, I must be piifcct poison I 
xvonder w h.it the telegrams about Soudan have cost 
Her Majestx’s Goxeminent^ It has been truly a 
horrid question There is the Toxv.n El Obeyed 
and the Sin iku El Obeyed , there is the Haloman 
of Cairo and the I laloman of Kartoum Sanderson 
must haxe a hard lime of it “The city moves 
about' ” “Why, if Haloman is attacked, Cairo must 
be in danger ' Send for Wolseley ' Kartoum forces 
defeated by Sheikh el Obeyed' Why, the toxvn 
must have moved ' Is not El Obeyed the place 
Hicks xx'ent to take ? Most extraordinary ' Send 
for Wolseley' ” 

“ Eureka, I have found it out, there is a man 
called JIl Obeyed and a iomn called Jdl Obeyed 
When a mox'cment occurs, it is the man., not the 
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ioich^ which has moved*'’ After tlm I shall hesi¬ 
tate to ask for any appointment from Foreign 
Office, and I shall get no more crisp bank-notes, as 
I used to do from old Cunnjn^hamc in 1S5S-59 
(when Alston was a bo), so to saj), m those ding) 
rooms in Downing Street, now* pulled down One 
can fancy them sa)ing “That bnitc of a hlahdi * ” 
“'riiat horrid resurrection of Stewart, Power, and 
llerbin at Dongola ’ ' It wall dcstro) all the ter// 
ta}.'cd iipo^i of Her Majcst)’s Ciov'crnment As 
Sir Wilfrid Lawson (he is an tiiiqjtlai) said, “One 
(la) )(ni will groan when )ou hear of Tel el 
Ivebir ’ I think of all the pusillanimous 
which hapjiened in iSSc the flight of the Furopcans 
from Aievandria before these wretched fellaheen 
troops, was the worst Why, had they barricaded 
ilu ir Streets, they would have held Alevandria 
a'/amst 50,000 of these poor things {hk( Abbot did 
his hotel and the Lg)ptian bank their offices) A 
more contc mptible soldier than the rg)ptian never 
( \ist< (1 Hero We ne\er count on them, they arc 
ht Id in supreme c(mt( mpt, poor creatures Tiny 
never go out to fivht it would be perfectly iniquitous 
to make t'lem We tried it once, and they refused 
po.ut blank to leave the steamer^. We are keeping 
t m in cotton wool to send down to Paring (if he 
1 i weathered the etorm 

PI' d 1-. the man v ho dots not sit in the seat 
o* ih( n(P. 1 1) I own it is not right to 
. j'l It 0!V surierior-., but I do not do it in malice, 



f, . .1 .'/ s /o( if fit 

in<l 1 lunx'tlu' '• V.]u> \r( rrni.irl.t d upon will noL 
IM ni)< nde <1 1 lU I n xtiw 1' idMi bu^I^( s<;. and if 

■nv o.it rinli^ni'ni; o inuidi ih* lx lit i I’ccaiisc 
I c.i; rH< I'lriiK'. I ' rif'.i, and tin I'oui^n ('Jfiicc 

a ;s ni'i tin; 1 li'ud I am ’h< tr Miptnor. Inii 

. ( c Ml t 1 V. oidii Id ( sin m i'» ‘'f hov. oilurs, nui- 
ua '.lu Ml '1\( \ V. tJiin ’ I’t rau'a. I may ilillcr 

Mih iln ni II i m* rt > 'm v h\ iln \ m i\ noi lie n”lu 
ind “ictiiv: npi'. uvi 1 mu 1 m uiicrh wrony 

I an nrt ll’i "’^ir'n 'd-^bl i < (in rn nlioiul} Min 
111 in did ml \ ,ii !■ ! . u dll . if \ laicd in Uni -stk 
<im v.i]l'(( ua 1 Micf, h< I' j'lnnh ccnu ni 

( hu of dm :ii<t I amn my ilii.v;. winch sinicl^ 
me m I'ah iim'. » < mj'lifini'* how liiilc worih 
lie Wfirld’ pru I I , 1 in iriich m ihc 'J .v i\ 

d(' cr.hin ' ihc 111 d III" of ' H L I. u (Kford Sir 

eh ir!< \\ ih on rtitutd tin honour The Tn)’i\, 
m r<.m.'r’Kin ’ on ih< .ill iir, mi'(d \\ ikon, RH, 
11]) \.ii.h Ki\<i. \\ il'(in ol N.uional Dchi (^iTicc, 
lid ' j)ol o of 111. ■ fin iiK i d ripicitics" m ky;\ pi 
Of cour.c W il on. ]\ 12 . could nol help thinkiivy 
lie h.id 1 m in rolihmy Wilson of N.Uional Debt 
Oftici. of his rciiov n, while Kuers Wilson felt 
hurt at bciny robbcal of ii J wo people w’cie 
accordinyK jnii out, while the innocent writci m 
the 7 //;<( c, when penning; Ins article, was thmkinc;^ 
now he could met L his rent (this is pure supposition) 
W^c may be quite certain, that Jones cares more 
for w'hcrc he is {yoimy to dine, or wdiat he lias got 
for dinner, than he docs for what .Smith has done, 
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'O VC need not fret our^el%cs for 'i\hat the ■v\orkl 
'''\^ The article in the Tih.iS v as a hlordccai 
to \Vii=;nn, R L . and quite destroyed the pleasure 
rf r ceieinq the D C L . }et the v ntcr in tlic Tmrs 
Old all he could to oak W’lKon, RH I think 
the Press Is fu-st-ratc. to ventilate articles . but v\hen 
\ e CO ne out, and praise or blame I do not care 
a tut for “v.e for I ha\e seen the “ We’s ” and 
found them much as mvself I would never muazlc 
the press or its corrcsT)ondents , ihev arc most useful. 
,md one cannot be too qratelul to the n own this 
more than an_> oneb biit I ccrtaml) think, that their 
jirovince does not eetend to praisine^ or blaming a 
man, for bv praising, or blaminee an assumption is 
i-mde of supcriorit}. for the / onlv can do that, 
t ) the oyland no nev spnper can arrogate that 
It correspondent is superior to the General (though 
I deriart I ihinlc, sometime-, it ma} be the rase) 
dale for instance our defeat here, on the i6th 
'Imch, v nich i out dov n to the treacheij of the 
I’a lur 'Jh n thoumnd articles in the v ill 

I.. M.da m* thik tirt ihcir e edition v as not a 
I 1 . iiird* r yt probabK the 7 i--o ma) say, I 
' m .ft ‘ 1 ’t ah'rs n''>t the atfam v.ith me, it is 
■_ ’\ m\ mtel’' o nee aqainst that of their corre- 
r'l at if llv 1 IV . sa\ tins m print, it v ould 
; V. ip il ‘ n did voa act as vou did ^ to which 
1 1 ' I •’ i _ no a'l',' er 






'^i creaped sokliers came in this 
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morning with their arms, they say that the others 
meditate a general lusli for the lines to escape, that 
the Arabs are quite astonished at our being so quiet, 
and believe a mine is being driven under them 
The men rvho came to-day said the Mahdi is still 
at Rahad • not at Schatt One of these men was 
a perfect peacock with tlie patches on his dervish 
dress Yesterday evening, while a gale was blowing, 
Waled a Goun took out the Krupp, meaning to 
bombard us, but he then took it back on Abou 
Gughz’ remonstrances, who said that we had stayed 
quiet for months, that he had made splendid for¬ 
tresses, and that on one day we had burst on him, 
and broken him up 

A curious letterwas found written, just before 
Hicks’ forces perished, b)'’ a high officer, it is in 
the terms, “Stranger, go tell the Lacedemonians we 
he here, m obedience to their laws ” 

I have m a previous page abused the Egyptian 
soldier, but it is not j'ust, for what possible interest 
can they take m warlike operations in the Soudan ^ 
The English beat them in Egypt, and then sent 
them up here to be massacred in detail One may 
say the massacred ten thousand of Hicks’ army, at 
any rate, showed they could die, if they could not 
fight 

When we got hemmed in, a lot of slaves be¬ 
longing to masters in Kartoum got cut off They 
have been coming m in dnblets ever since, and we 

Appendix F 
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mnclc the men ‘soldiers, and the v omen v.cre freed 
tht-> of cour'c bore liard on their masters, t\ho thus 
lost their sla\cs, <0 I have determined to compensate 
thes'* masters at rate of Z; per man, ^5 per 
v.o.nn hem" an inferior artich Certainly I would 
mahe ‘ Plutarch’s Lives ’ a handbook for our youn;^ 
<uVirers. it is worth an) numbers of ‘Arts of War’ 
or'Minor 1 actics ’ 

Sonu. accounts in tlic Ca~L//t, descnbinj/ icasons 

O 

for '41V in'f the \ ictoria Cro^s, are really astounding, 
ucn ,'s .a man who, with another, v as sent out on 
a reconnai, lance this other v as v’ounded, and his 
companion v ailed for him, and took him on his 
hor-i', saving his life* What would we have said, 
had he h ft hr. companion ^ Lots of these cases 
pa . b) unheeded, v hich, if read by ‘ Plutarch’s 
I u< , > odd be simjd) i man s duty \ soldier is 
bound ( ni.n Iv to his v orl as a soldier, he can nevf r 
10 1. on, llua hr dut), and his ;;//?/(/' r the i'leld, 
ih'r. f'>r la de .erv < ^ nothin'^ for he is .already paid 
,.tr t’a* ' ! t, .ind not for '.eirrron or home life 
1 h' f n anal id' a r,f tlu \ ictoria Cross as to 'give 
P' 1’ It''■n o'ficr ri non commr aoned officers, and 
d'^'oriinn v hich v.ould tale the place of 
t L *’ to rani . belo., that of Major, which 
la t' >'’tut' of tir Lath coiiPi not be done , then 
(I ' i’. ' nr "d to 'pve ilr \’i''tona Cross for 

ind so no\ it r I like that old 
L 't’l , f^-trful t'mper lie told a friend 

< i t’’ - V ho V a , I • r'hng his Ion's ^md 
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meritonous service, “ That he ought to be - 

glad the country had kept him so long ” I wish 
Wolseley would take up this line, and get some 
quLXOtic chivalry into us that it is possible I feel 
sure, for we are the same men as before In three 
campaigns, out of four of late years, no officer or 
soldier has gone through such privations or dangers, 
as are gone through by our naval officers and sailors 
m gunboats, in various parts of the world, yet these 
latter would be scoffed at if they pleaded these 
privations, m order to get reward A man defends 
a post, if he loses it his throat is cut, why give him 
a Victoria Cross ^ and if given, why not give it to 
all who were with him ^ they equally with him 
defended their throats The men I should like to 
see cross-questioned on the country they are m are 
our Generals, whose whole time is taken up m their 
offices with courts-martial, &c, &c, an occasional 
day being devoted to moving men about in forma¬ 
tions, which are never put into execution in the 
Field ^ The mdtier oi a General is the Field, not 
the office, it is as if all their time is to be taken up 
with the horse in the stable, not in the country, 
whereas the latter is the most important I should 
like to see Wolseley trot out the generals over their 
distncts, ask them the routes, their proposed distri¬ 
bution of men m case of attack, and water-supply to 
Forts I do not think it is generally known that if 
a gunboat cut the sea-wall near Cooling on Thames, 
the Cliffe and Shornemead Forts are cut off from 
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mam land and that the Thames uould come up to 
luc,di lands and be ten miles ^\lde There is one 
man onlj that I knoi\ who has the gift of question¬ 
ing, because he knows c\er\ part of the coast, Sir 
\V Jcr\ois, and if \Volsclc\ has not the time, he 
would do schoolmaster Of course, this is all fearful 
treason and presumption 

Spj in llalfe\ch states Stewart’s steamers have 
r<.capturud the two steamer-^ 1 had lost at Berber, 
and had no fighting to speak of that the English 
tionp-, are ad\ancing on Ambukol,^ halfwa} betw'ccn 
Oelibeh and Merowf and had defeated the Arabs 
\ \oung black soldier has just escaped from the 
Arabs, he was pursued In three horsemen and 

• onu footint n, and he kept bla/ing away at them 
till ht got into the lines lie sajs lie killed two of 
ni, pursuer. 

1 V rote ,i lett( r ' to Abdel Kadei, the old sheikh 
on South 1 ront, and sent him a pad <.t of soap with 
th' litter, a, he had lanu nti d to om of our men, 
'* ho had I. t ip' d lint he had none I daresaj he 
wd! think the p id et is a mine' 

i l'.a\t or.k reil tin d* of tne hundred ardebs 
lA ( < )' I -ani' nt dnoora no om familj to jiurchase 
■i in tlnn two irdeb, 

1.' I'^ptun of tin -t'anur^ at Berber cuts ofi 

• B('b'r fro n tli'oe on other side 

V, i!' t "okhervho e,raped were ihret 

■ I ' " - i _ I [, 

' ■ ( 
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others, but their hearts failed them, and they were 
recaptured I fear tliey will suffer, but no physical 
suffering will change the heart, hence I do not 
believe m purgatoiy 

The Totjfikia steamer vent up to Giraffe, and as 
the Arabs had a sort of sneaking affection for the 
place, we put down twenty self-exploding mines, to 
deter them from going there The worst of it is, 
our domestic matches ha\e run out, and we cannot 
make any substitute, so we have to fall back on the 
powder-hose, connecting groups of ten I think 
good wire entanglements, with mines, will defend 
any place, if one has anything like moderate troops 
behind the parapet Wire entanglement ought to 
be twenty yards in depth, mixed with it the earth- 
mines No field artiller}^ will neutralize their effects, 
and only a continuous bombardment of days would 
destroy them 

A man has come in from Shendy, who corro¬ 
borates the advance of the expeditionar}'- force and 
the defeat of the Arabs Another came in, who 
says the Addas passed down safely, and that the 
steamers Mansoiurah and SapJna are on their 
return, but says nothing of capture of the two 
steamers at Berber 

Another escaped soldier came in 
The Arabs took the man with the flag of truce 
(I sent out with letter to Abdel Kader, the old 
sheikh) into their lines , he took a letter from the 
Ulemas to the Mahdi 
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Tolcrabh "oo'I irro’'mp.t.'>n '^a}s tliat the Mahcli 
In^ vTtttcn to tlic tfilv.^ rJ^oot hrrc tcllin'^ them 
to submit to our authorrL\, and to fisz^ht no more, to 
]i'\ tpvc^, , that if he Is the Mahdi, then Turks 
an<l all nu n ■” I'l e\( ntualK aef nowIedq;e him, with¬ 
out an\ more fie;iu:n'; &c \\ < ha\e this from 
t’ o c'paratc '^oiirct s I think he b els that to fail 
here wo.lid b a\l to his fall and so he \ ill come to 
terms in o-da r to 1 cep Kordofan as I ont,nnalK 
projK) f d ti'i him 

I .‘1 1 Mustapha (the man v ho commanded Arabs 
<.a h ft b^nki, has s'at ii to sa\ he nt.cr wrote 
tie imjiertira nt letter T, ' to v inch his seal was 
..ot 
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policy says “gi\c them lopc” I have told them 
distinctly, that I know it is self-interest alone which 
rules them, which howeter is a platitude, foi it 
governs most of us 

o 


Scptiiubcr 21—Six more escaped soldiers came 
m with their rillcs to-day They say the Arabs are 
furious at losing their Peacock dervish (who was 
one of then officers) y estci day, and also at the 
constant desertions, and have written to the l\Iahdi 
to ask whether they’’ aie to kill these blacks or not 
The iMahdi hired one thousand camels at $3 a head, 
to bring dhooia to the Arab camp, but the people 
Avho engaged to do this, bolted with the money and 
the camels into the interior The IMahdi is at 
Schatt 

IMessengers have ariived at Omdurman, saynng 
that mixed force of British and Indian troops at 
Debbeh, on the Nile, north of Dongola, and that 
they^ had defeated a party'' of dervishes 

The Greek, who came in a few day's ago from the 
Arabs, said the Mahdi had given Cuzzi an ointment 
to rub on his body', which would keep him in odoui 
of sanctity ' 

Halfeyeh reports a foraging party' of Arabs between 
Halfeyeh and Shoboloha 

The three messengers from Dongola came in with 
two cipher telegrams from Egerton of same import, 

Between forty and fifty miles m est of Duem — Ed 
A pass about midwai' between Shendy and Halfeyeh — Ed 
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not legible, for uant of cijiher, \\lnch Stewart 
carried oU* Some photograph letters which I could 
onl) partialK mahe out, and notes from Floxcr,*^'and 
Kitchener'* sajing forces were coming up Letter 

"■ Ja ire—Dt-lnlc^ nn Igipt, House of Common';, 
'ubjCrl (iWdblonL t^ct lined roinmunicatL Northbrook's 

in'^trrction- Dc^hrctl \nf^Io I rcnch ircorJ dc-iil letter 

*13/ -Iinincicr^—C/crmin^ Ilu.^nn—iltick Lng- 

lind -rtl^tndc (.on^Lruntt (on'^uLrctl must loul coahtion 
n -•i"' t In Imd ritamunrc sMtcil Ilntisli rio\Lrnmcnt not 
jrcprrcd clnni^c "ichice jit ^ i lulr\\\ from Kirtoum 

‘13^ —P^rlt'nicnt rlo cd till 15111 September Mcssigc 
\\(\c inn on NordiltMol. u t usdul rounscls J n!:;hnd v ill 
r(' time to fulfil p d>hr tUUic-> llnpo^Lvl uiion her b} L\Lnts m 
} ’PL 

17/^' r>hlh, tbthr nnd 5f>lh tLCtiments, 'nilb 

c\]. htio 1 u*' ny\\ ind rorp of Mounted Intinirj, p'O to 

n-lli 

/i lo' —-Cicnerd 1 rle ronmnnd^^ evpcdilion Tlrlfn 

IMk- f' n ’ 
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from Mudir Dongola saying he had beaten the 
Arabs four times before the British advance ' 1 

have made him Pasha, and asked for the Order 
of St Michael and St George for him from the 
Khedive I have ordered three guns to be fired 
from all the guns at 4 p m as a salute, and to warn 
the Arabs something is up I shall send down 
spies to-morrow I gave the three ;^50, and gave 
them each ^10, with promise they will be paid £ 10 
more when they get to Dongola They say they 
had nothing given them on starting' which is 
cunous if true 

Three more escaped soldiers came in this after¬ 
noon They say the Arabs have disarmed all the 
black troops, and have told them to go where they 
liked, so I expect we will have a lot m to-morrow 

We fired a salute of three rounds from each gun 
on lines, to let the Arabs know of the advance 
expeditionary force The men who came m say 
the Arabs were fully expecting an attack, and were 
in a great way 

I send down to-morrow a telegram to Cairo, which 
will settle the business as far as I am concerned. It 
IS thus couched “If you remove me from being 
Governor-General then all responsibility is off me, 


or attempt the direct road from here I do not know The Mahdi 
IS in a bad way ^ he has abandoned Parfur, and has no reinforce¬ 
ments to send to Kartoum and Sennaar, which are asked for 

“Yours always, 

“H H Kitchener ** 





blit II* }0'i ''-f j) ni', 1^3 (j'‘)\t.r.'ior-('xentrr'l then I 
.1' a* if ( -f ifi * ' <'/ m Her Majest) i> 
I’M p oat. of ibi-> coantr . 

'I ho Apabi in repK to thi-'. '’^"'lutc of three totin'’; 
f.p I nne <'tots ac^a’nit the hne-. to-nijlit two of 
\ hiclt pa- ‘ 1 Oicr car Inct —a '^ort of rcten^c Pt 
o tr ^ a*ete 

'I I ' naan s !io v ( ni no ^ ith tie letter came back 
V itn tv o 1' tt< r-i' anh t!ie soap, a' / : 'c / ,y ec ,/ 

(> .r ‘'’hit* which \ p', rej»he<l to b\ the Arabs b) 
s* f>tt' "'un-^ nahe ns lire ehoto h ipins in rej)]} , 
md t. ' ‘ ra.’ti v hwt came m \ ith tin ap ’ sa\> our 

n 1 ' 1 ilh <1 tv ( nt\ men. v hich I Par n an e ap^^e- 
''Ptp’n ! In. man on . the Arab^ a^-e in abaci state, 
itit htd' P) ) 1 1 hm th"'aten’(1 to ] ill him I 

nt < t h tter ‘ in an m O’- 
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N B —When self-acting mines are placed, it is as 
well to connect them ith twine to facilitate taking 
them up 

September 23 —The men who went out to drive 
back the marauders between Halfeyeh and Shobo- 
loha have come back They drove back the Arabs 
and captured a lot of things 

Dunng the blockade here, viz , from say March 12th 
till to-day September 22nd we have expended— 

3 240,770 Remington 1 

1,570 Krupp gun 1 cartridges 

9 , 4 -} 2 Mountain gun J 

Of the Remington cartridges perhaps 240,000 may 
have been captured b) enemy, so that we fired 
3,000,000 away , and I expect the Arabs lost per¬ 
haps 1000 m all Each Arab killed needed 3,000 
cartridges We have left here— 

2,242,000 Remington 1 

660 Krupp gun 1 cartridges 

8,490 Mountain gun > 

and we turn out 50,000 Remington cartridges a 
veek 

Fifty Arab horsemen came down on our foraging 
part}'- who were outside Bourre, but the steamer 
drove them back 

No escaped soldiers came m to-day I expect 
they are all close pnsoners 

There are fifty nuggars at Berber with the 
Arabs 
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I arn sure I like tliat fello.\ Iv^trlon '1 hero 

is a Ii/ht-liepfLeil joculanly about his communica¬ 
tions, and I should think the cares of life sat casd\ 
on him Xotice the slip m mar’^m lie wishes 
to know ' 'H\, hour, and minute” that he 

(^^'lordnn) ( to be in ‘ ditficulties as to pro- 

\iaons and ammunition ‘ 

Xov I r< alK think if In^erton was to turn ov'er the 
‘ archt\( ^ " (a ck liriou. word) of his olfice, he would 
scf we hid beM\ m thtficulties for provisions ftu' 
soun months It is a. if a man on the haul-, 
havmn ‘een hr. friend in rivf r already bobbed down 
two or ihn e tunes, hail., ‘‘ I sa\, f)ld fellov , let us 
I nov win n we are to throw vou tin life buov, I 
I now vou have bobbe<l down two or three tmn 
but It 1. a pity to throw jou the life buoy until vou 
ri dlv ar' :r ’e .md I want to know 

for 1 am a m in brou dil up in a school of c ' actitinb,, 
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though I did (^) to date ni) June telegram 

about that Bulouin < t conti act" 

Turn to page 59, “Send for Wolscley,” I 

see that they did send foi him just a month before , 
“nastyf mo\ing cities, and :■<; r nasty Soudan ” 

Egerton’s cipher telegram,which I cannot de¬ 
cipher through Stewart Iiaxing t.iken the book, is 
short, but I feel sure is weiglity, and I regret 
deeply I cannot get at its contents, w’lncli I tlnnk 
would aflord matter for amusing comment 

The Mudir of Dongola sent me a telegram w'hich 
is on other side‘s* He tells me of the extreme 
anxietude whicli perxaded Cairo (wlien they heard 

“ Cairo, August 20ih, lo 30 r M 

“ To Gr\F R \i Gordon, 

''*^45757—905509—1S5115—} 17291—552676—792996— 
271381—511906—689363—9452 ;2—226739—64S255—102037 
—62G054 —535222 — 67231S — 277535 — 134971 — 467430— 
203151—804960—4S32S9—6S1510 

The following was written on the back of this cipher tele- 
gram — 

** Your letters of 13/7/S4 and 20/7/S4 ha\c been rccened, and 
their contents Icicgraplicd on Ihe last news here is the 35th 
Ivegiment has been ordered lo advance from Haifa to Dongola at 
once General Karlc commands expedition, Buller C of S, 
Dormer and Frecmantle brigades All coming up Lord 
Wolseley leaves London directly lo take over supreme command 
All w'ell here Mudir w'orking well No danger Sir R AVood 
is at Haifa sending on troops 

‘‘ H H Kitchener 

''Debbch, 29th August, 1884 ” 

Telegram Mudir of Dongola, saying Cairo Government had 
shown pressing benevolence for him to evacuate and thus rivet 
the ** tombsionc over Kartoum — Ed 
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I hope Stewart t\ill get hold of all copies of 
telegrams sent to us from Cairo for his journal, and 
A\hich the Arabs captured (lovely reading i), also 
that he will find out result of Hewitt’s Mission to 
King John, and of Baring’s negotiations for opening 
of “the road from Suakim and Berber,” bespoke 
about on the 29th of March ' which caused hilarity 
up here, and which led to his angering Cuzzi, who, 
idiot-like. questioned the sagacit)'- and success of 
the step, and, getting turned out, paid us both (in 
all probability) by betraying Berber to the Arabs 

Egerton is a statistician, he evidently is collecting 
material for some great work What earthly use is 
It to us for Egci ton “ to know exactly our want of 
provisions,” when he is 1500 miles away' I am 
vexed at not getting at the pith of his cipher 
telegram, all I can see is that 7775 (Zubair’s name) 
IS not in It 

I am preparing to clear out of the palace, -in 
toto, leaving the telegraph only, and go into the 
Mudiriat, so there will be plenty of room for the 
Staff, if they come up, which is even now a question 
to me 

From Lord Northbrook coming out, I infer that 
Baring has returned to Cairo, and that my friend 
Egerton has gone back to the Acropolis I hope he 
will say a good word to the King of Hellenes in 
favour of Leonidas, the Greek Consul here, who has 
behaved worthy of his ancestor of Thermopylae, on 
a small scale 
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} ou come, I must go ” This is an acknowledged 
maxim m the East 

A spy came m, and says that Sheikh el Obeyed 
has news m his camp ihat Abdel Kadtr Pasha (what 
a bother for Sanderson all these Abdel Kaders who 
he may mix up with the one of Algier) 7s with 
tloops at Ivas’iala 

Two more mines exploded at Omdurman when 
the) "were being taken up to renew the fuses, but 
did no harm 

I saw the Shagg}'eh chief Abdul Hamed to-day 
He says that Said and Ibrahim Hassan Pashas®’ 
were not guilty, and that the Arabs looted their 
houses when they heard they had been killed by 
me, which they would not have done had they been 
leally in communication with them I shall send 
for their families and give them each _;;^iooo, which 
IS all I can do 

The TozufiLia went up and had her usual fight 
with the Arabs 

Report IS that a soldier has taken the breech 
pieces of the two Krupp guns with the Arabs, and 
has run away, rendering them useless 

If Abdel Kader is at Kassala what on earth are 
our people about not to tell me, for of course I 
could help him We seem to have lost our heads 
in the Intelligence Department, though it costs 
enough money 

The two black Pashas condemned to death by court-martial 
for treachery on March 20th 
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As for “ cvacuatio. it is one thing as for 
“ rattn g o '( ' M is another. I am quite of advice 
as to Xo 1 (as vre have not the decision to keep 
the countr\), but I ivill be no part\' to Xo 2 (this 
‘rat” business'), ist, because it is dis/’oi’ovja^lc 
2nd, because it is pnssdl: {zc/ach have z? ore 
Tc-.g//), therefore, if it is goinq to be Xo 2, ih: 
trO'ps had b.ilcr con e 5 uaX Be, her idl fh: 
q'':s[io, of zvhoi zeill Oo dove .s sBd.d. So I v.’ill end 
this book 

C G Go-DON. 

23 Sip/, 1S84 

X B —To be copied and read b\ Colonel Stewart 
if he likes, and extracts given hir Pov, er (as by 
promise). .Aften’-ards to be gu’cn to Miss Gordon 
Southampton, if not ^’mnted by the Foreign Office 
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Stpliinhi) 2}—M} \ic\\ IS iliis, as to the opera¬ 
tions of l^niish forces I will put three steamers, 
each w'lih two [,nins on them, and an armed force 
of infantr)' at disposal of an) British authority, will 
send these steamers to either Metemma, opposite 
Shendy, or to the cataract below Berber, to there 
meet ail) British I'orce which may come across 
coiiiur)' to the Nile 'i'hese steamers, with this 
force coming across country, will {D V) capture 
Berber and then communicate with Kartouin The 
steamers will have a month’s provisions I w'ould 
not attempt to pass the Ik//, of British I'orce across 
country, only the figliting column, to co-operate with 
the three steamers No artillery is w'anted wnth 
either force, it is not needed m any wsay in this 
countr)'^ When Berber is taken I should keep the 
bulk of the forces there, and send up the fighting 
column to Kartoum, after having arranged for its 
provisions, for I cannot feed them , then, m combina¬ 
tion with us, clear out rebels from A to B,—an affair 
of a week, then decide on your future polic)'- It 

G 2 
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IS absolutely nccessarj* to understand that ^^e cannot 
hurrj' over this affair ’ If we do we will incur disaster 
I have spoken of the division of British forces into 
two lots, one a small fighting column co-operating 
across countr}^ with the steamers which will meet 
them, where } ou like, on the left bank of the White 
Nile , the other, composed of bulk, zoithoiit ariillcry, 



comintj up right bank of the Nile Now if I were 
doing this, I should, by the Abbas steamer, work up 
b} Mcrowe,' Abou Mamed, to Berber, by a series of 
iu all slafwriwxxh small garrisons I should at once 
get on each step of the Nile ladder steam launches 
from Cairo, &c, and put them m the open strips as 

/-, tl L future of tlic Soudan — Ed • /<, 4th Cataract —Ed 
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prcMoiisly c\])l.lined in pac;c \q of my journal, Vol 
No 1 ^ 1 (hen lia\c my route open to Dongola 

where the hulk of the foicts lemain 

SaNintr tli^ chain <if posts is established, that, 
m the interim, the Arab foices at \ and B arc 



dispersed, then )ou say i^'acuali Well, w'lthout 
moving the bulk, and, wath the aid of the fighting 
column, you can get dowm the Sennaar lot, wdiile 
steamers can bring dowm the Equator and Bahi 
Ga/elle garrisons Now this wall take at least si\ 
months from the present dale (for you will not come 
for a mojit/i) You then begin your downward 

^ /<•, p 52 - Fd 
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march, and arc harassed all the way/ and the INIahdi 
v.ill say he kicked you out You see you arc in for 
six; months, and if you evacuate all your prestige 
\anishes It is therefore, I say, either, when once 
)Ou have got up to Kartoum, give the countr}’’ to 
the Turks, or else establish Zubair, and (instead of 
expending time in going up to Sennaar and the 
Equator) combinating with us, commence an attack 
upon Kordofan You must be here six months 
Hoiv Mill you spend the time ^ Will you at the 
end of si\ months allow it to be said you are kicked 
out, or Mill you not establish some government and 
retire with dignity The cost is the same in both 
cases in money , but in honour one costs a great deal 
more If Zubair falls, after some time, what is it to 
you ^ You did your best and save your honour, 
and )ou save a mint of difficulties and troubles, 
vhich these expeditions to Sennaar and Equator 
involve You will not be obliged to go fifty miles 
beyond Kartoum ® As for the Equator, give it to 

* “In Colonel Coetlogon's opinion the rebels ^\iU retire south 
on the appronch of the Bnlisli, nnd await events General 
(.lordon wouhl certain!} refuse to go unless the population and 
^.arrron were guaranteed safe departure The population and 
girri'Ons ot Kartoum and Sennaar amount to about 40,000 to 
>0,000 ^oaK. and it would take two jc-’rs to remove them As 
d e pl'ce-. become evacuated the rebels would enter and become 
l.o-,ti!'_ in front and in the rear ”— Times, 13 Sipl, 18S4 —En 

- 0 ,neril (lordon propoicd to the Government to give to the 
Kiigo^thc Iklgnrs the Dahr GazGle and Equaforial provinces, 
tn I f'O’n the fir^t time he suggested the appointment of Zubair, 
It In I d.t'-rnime I to (Lfcnd those provinces from all slave 
ni E —I D 
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me, and I will (D J') keep it from Zubair It is a 
thousand pities to gi\c up Kaitoum to the Mahdi 
when there is a chance of keeping it under Zubair 
The fighting force can take the guns of the 
steamers, if they need artilleiy , they are very good 
guns and ha\e field cairiages with limbers I shall 
not send down the castellated baiges or the Krupp 
guns Should }ou cioss the desert cn wassc, the 
way to guard your communications is to occupy, with 
a company, all the wells in a good large radius, for 
the Arabs cannot come down on your line of com¬ 
munication, not being able to get water This is 
the only way to deal with the Bedouins, or slave 
hunters 

The elephants came up by the wells of Gabra,® 
direct from Debbeh to ICartoum Care should be 
taken on approaching Omdurman, for there are 
rather a timid lot there (fellaheen) 

You must consider whether you will not send 
down those dreadful Bashi Bazouks, the scum of 
Alexandria, and the fellaheen soldiers, on arrival, for 
they are of little use, and eat us up 

For my part, I should not hesitate to ride down 
with three hundred men (having taken precaution 
to have made arranofements with the Kababish 
tribe) from Kartoum to Debbeh 

There is no difficulty in making flying bridges 
across the Nile with the country boats, however 

® The Gabra wells are about thirty miles to the north-west of 
Kartoum — Ed 
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wide, using telegraph wire twisted in six or eight 
strands 

Sc\d hlahomet Osmans little bo\, aged nine 
years, was caught b) Arabs, and behaved like a 
hero “ He was not "oing to be a Ueiaush He 
w'as as much the Mahdi as hlahomet Achmet, and 
thc\ might kill him if they liked, <!^c He was going 
to stay w ith the Government and Gordon Pasha 
I'hc) left him alone 

d'hc Sandjak described the scene as splendid the 
little fellow with llaminir e\es cresticulating and 
stamping w ith fur\ 

“ U S C ,’6 30 f.M —Did \ou e\er hear of such 

a thing ^ -“ IS appointed --to- A more 

barefaced job nc\er perpetrated Wh}, the 

man has done nothing, ai/solii/ilv nothing Atro- 
cious ' Put a-Ar/ can \ou expect ^ The wiiole lot 
of them are off airain, a rc2[ular autumn llmht * 
\Vhat' eh' )ou <cii! ^ t ilum all at C/n isti/iai" 
(wa'ing more wrath) ‘‘ I declare I ha\e half a mind 
to !:jo to the Mahdi ” tS.c Page interrupts “ Lad) 

-IS waiting in the brougham” Collapse and 

exit 

I cannot too much impress on )ou that this 
< pcdition V ill not encounter an) enem) worth the- 
name m an Luropean sense of the word , the 

tn 4gle Is V ith the climate and destitution of the 
i')unir) It Is one of lime and patience, and of 

t I lit. 1 icc Chi.j - I n 
1, c ! !in' “1 Kr I Gorv’on s — ] 
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small j)ariic.s of clLtcimincil luco, hack^l hy nali\c 
allies, which an t^ol In yohc) and monc\ 

\ heax) lumheumx column, however slronef, 
IS nowhere in this l.uul I'aiiies of foi l\ or si\t\ 
men, swifiK mo\m ‘4 abom will ilo more than ain 
column If )oii lost- iv.o or thr( e. whal of il - iL is 
the chance of war \ali\e alia s .ibo\e .ill ihm-^s .il 
whatever cost It is the counti\ of the irn't^uilar, not 
of the ret,mlar If you move in mass \ou will find 
no end of difficulties, wluici^ if \ou let detached 
parties dash out lure- aiul ilurt, vou will sprcail 
disinav m the Aiab ranks 1 in tune to attack is 
the dawn, or rather befon it (this is st.ile news), but 
sixty men would jnit these \r.ibs to IliLtht just before 
dawn which one thou-'and wouKl not accomplish in 
dajhght 1 his was alwavs /ubairs tactics 1 he 
reason is that the strength of the Arabs is then 
horsemen, who do not dare to .ict m the dark I do 
hope jou will not drag on that artillery it can onl) 
produce dclaj and do little gooil 1 can sa) I owe 
the defeats in this country to having artillerv with 
me, which delajed me much, and it was the aitiller) 
with Hicks which, in my opinion, did for him 

” I he following cxtrict from llLroiloUis is jnslcil on tlic 
opposite side of pngc in the origin il jourinl —“ 1 lie spies hiMiig 
seen cvcr}'thing relumed lioine, nnd when they reported ill they 
had passed, Camb}scs marened against the Ethiopians without 
malcing any provision for the subsistcnc e of bih arm}, or once 
considering that he w as going to carry his arms to the remotest 
parts of the world, but as a madman and not in possession of 
his senses, as soon as lie heard the reports of the Icth} ophagi 
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Ten thousand times better for us to perish than 
for )ou to nin the risk, and besides that, I have a 
confident belief \\c will not (D V) perish The 
usual hammer and tongs fusillade wall go on, but 
the) will not attack the place, and we will not go 
out against them, while you will creep on quietly 
and safeK, and send out ) our feelers, making raids 
upon these Arabs I would let Duller have full 
swing for all these little biting expeditions I believe 
he IS well off (and I think not married, w'hich is an 
enormous advantage) , and he and his subordinates 
will learn scouting, S-c , in a good school It is this 
\cr) same warfare w’e will have to exercise if 
ever we would oppose Russia m her advance on 
Afghanistan —: c , of going up and landing in the 
Persian Gulf, and cutting in on their dank So it 
w ill be a good school for him and his 

The wretched peasant, with that filthy cloth, 
which }ou sec, is a determined w'arnor, wdio can 
undergo thirst and pn\ation, who no more cares for 


lie ''Ct out on liN mnirh but before the nrnri} Incl pissed 
O' c 1 I'lftli jiirt of lilt \\ ill the proMsions were evlnustcd, and 
-’ftcr the ]iro\i i-ms the bcists of burden ucrc eaten Now if 
( it.ibis.t. hid then led ln< b hi-, armj be would hue proicd 
bun ,!f 1 \.i e nim lie however, went on, but afterwards 
non' e'CCept the \m nonuns, and those who have beard their 
r , ar‘ , •’re al'.e to t .,e arcount of them , for thc\ neither reached 
t', \iinionuns or returned bacl-.bit th report was that heaps 
<>! '>•'(’ (o.L'el them over and thej disappeared” General 
(I'j-'oT I a V r ’ ea acan-.t this c'^tract — ‘ Hicls’ armj dis- 
'I j e Ue 1 1 1 ’■> eaj edation was ina'’e into tnese lands ”—1 d 
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j'^in <»r ( 1 < i;h tinii ii h' <r' of ■ lom 'I lu jotincj 
f(. i\<a in.' 1 1. V l'\ v.liirli ih( \ l( si who 

w'h 1' ir I’v 1. ii '>! njj'popniiinns v.'hi]>btsi 
I In \ 1 ( ii^ il'.'ir o.’. n iivi ;in pmv. of v..ir are 
ihm li!( t.nl ;n'\ an iijijiortnl h\ ro¬ 

ll KM <>! a ! tini.r ill M'i I’.Minno'l In ihi* UK niorj 
of \<ar' of Mi;a'),v :;v !nr.<2 of .in < fi< i< sol of 

li nill In dui \<i j! (s’i Kf,H il or Yorkshire 
boy ir< lo ro”K op to i.'ip in<. il i noi wiih inj 
%.i'h. uni'• v.jih I'n < ( >;■ i ]i,<f*uuion '1 hank 
G(ul \\( ]n%' f' 1 * ,oi)' in. iu r<. ind ihos( I can 

(/^ I ) rnn for mk; \<n’ ,k ' <1 nol f< ar for our 

ic;r< >i ind if v.' «‘k v.in. v.lnn v.c t nloroil iho 
arm) oiii <‘or ir < i' o murh i iku 1 \orily 
1 ili(\< no nartinn' v.ouhl ,p\t nu. /*::oa, nliich, lo 
nn IS tin, cmr< a; \.ihi' of *'/r r/.ij; in lliis world 
Il !■ ih' ino t < irujrdinan' ihinrj. cpiilo incoin- 
T'ch'n .il)l< lini wiih onl\ one excf plion lhal of 
/uhiirs man who c un< from C.uro (wiih l.oorlon’s 
finunis (h'])Uch ahoui coniracls) noi ono single 
incssoiv'tr has (nU rod ihis plact on the proper 
iniii.uno of ouisidors Ii has boon invariably 
/vy mossoii'^ors, who wore soni oul by me, from 
Karlonm. who did brmp[ mo any nows It would 
seem as if those ouisido soemed lo ihmk iL vas 
mj duty to send oul and brmpf m news for myself, 
and ih.ii they had nothin'^ to do with it Either 
these officers outside do not care to spend a sou 
m spies to '4ive me information, or else they think 
It IS a matter of supreme indifference, wdiether 
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respect to the Soudan since Graham’s expedition 
Of course men arc not to write at all 

I altogether dtcLnc the imputation that the pro¬ 
jected expedition has come to idiivi vu It has 
comi. fo SAVE OUR NATIONAL HONOUR 
in cxliicaiing the giinsoni, Cfc,/ioni a ponlion 
Old action in E([)'/>t has placed thc^c gait!Son<; I 
xoas iduf expedition No i The) arc leluf expedi¬ 
tion No 2 As for Ill) self I could make good my 
retreat at any moment if I wished Now realise 
what would happen if this first lelief expedition 
was to bolt and the steamers fell into the hands 
of the Mahdi this second i eluf expedition (for the 
honour of England engaged in extricating garrisons) 
would be somewhat hampered We the first and 
second expeditions arc cquall) engaged for the 
honour of England This is fair logic / cainc np 
to cxti icate the gari isons and failed Earle comes np 
to extricate gai i isons and (/ hope) succeeds Earle 
docs not come to extruate mc'^'^ The extrication of 
the garrisons was supposed to affect our “ national 
honour” If Earle succeeds the “national honour” 
thanks him and I hope rewards him, but it is alto¬ 
gether independent of me, who for failing incurs its 
blame I am not the rescued lamb, and I will 
not be 

“ The primary object of the expedition up the Valley of the 
Nile IS to bring away General Gordon and Colonel Stewart from 
Ivartoum When that object has been secured no further offen¬ 
sive operations of any kind are to be undertaken — 3 Si 
1884, No 157 — Ed 
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Und Gcssi dared to ha\c communicated with me 
like these men ha\c, he would ha\e heard of it, but 
he ne\er did 

1 he Tv'uJUm steamer went up and saw no Arabs 
at Giraffe to-da\ 

Look at this I send down a sp}, A Kitchener 
and Co send him back witli answer If Kitchener 
and Co thought, the) would know that A , being 
seen passing to and fro, must incur suspicion , how¬ 
ever, A happil) gets through 'ccith Jisl (not having. 
b\ the wa), had one penn) from K and Co), then 
all communication stops till I send down B What 
IS Iv doing at Debbehthat he could not write 
a better letter than to tell me the names of the 
generals and regiments—a matter of the most 
supreme indifference to Kartoum 

SipltvJiL)- 25—Arabs came down to the Blue 
Nile in '^ome force, but the Mni:sotciah going up, and 
our men pu-^hing along the bink, they all fled I 
am going to Halfc)eh to see the Shagg)eh, who are 
the worr) of m) heart ILuing gone down, I 
found a serw’ fair marl et, and tlie Shagg)ehs Ies-> 
irritating th m I e [a cted to find them 

O ( Ji r What v as the pohc) of her Majest) s 
GosL'nment in sending up General Gordon ^ 

' r To endea\oir to retire the rrarrison<^ 

o 

! ' ’ ! ! '.Cl: 

Oil t e Vv I’at IS the object of General Earle’s 
e peditton ^ 



frV ’ r .'/ 'S /iU'hW // 




.1;'•u ; 1 h< in'f ('KiitMl (uircUm Ii.imiim 

failud 

O.' v/,, ll ( Ii H' 1 il 1 \ |H (lilion IS foi 

ihc RircTi (if ( KiKnl (.tordi),! and ends liurc, whni 
IS ilic re sull ^ 

!l<r^!n' in ( i(i\ < rnin'-.nt. v^rec i/io( 
ij.c,' a’ ludo, it. ‘-a;,. 

7/w;< vf, . sa/ /;. //< c./.fii/.’oi 

AccorilinLi lo iccoiims fpsii lunirre”. ihc Arabs 
had coint. tlown in 'onn b’rci ai ni ;hi, aiul had hid 
in \illai;t_s in ir I'nurrt i.u iniiv' t<> fall upon our 
fora^in'^ parliss iIm \ ihd noi barL;ain for the 
J/a u<ou'}iU, coining up wiih lu r iv.o ”iins, and so 
caui;lu a '1 iriar V.iiLU iho) <im.i‘^cd Kj allack our 
men, and v.tni oli in -^rcai confusion and some loss 
An escaped soldier cum. in from ihc Arabs—no 
nc\ss lie \\as so dreulfullv itch), I could noL 
keep m) puience. or keep him m my room Me 
saw himself in ihe mirror, and asked who iL was 
said he did noi know ' and really he did not seem to 
know' It stands to reason that in countries wdicre 
there arc no mirrors, every one must be a complete 
stranger to himself, and would need an introduction. 

I w rote to Waled a Goun, Arab commander-m-chief, 
ns follows —‘‘ I went to Ilalfeyeh to see Shagg)^eh, 
found five men there , the*} wanted me to kill them, 
for being of your famil), who had gone back to you 
after pretending to join me I questioned these 
five men , they said they could not bear the smell 
of you, and that the Shaggyehs had wanted their 






f 'u 50 rr-I mvco.tcvi rcci 1 linve 

"o ?cr’e5 to VO*/'-' tno trof—peroaps Mahoniot 
Ac'.mot Mrad’ has—so as \ o i ha\e sent me many 
'o'd’o'S Oi* rte 1 Sen'Ll \o.i trosO men 1 ]m\e 
ta.hcn IV- O'-',’ of >Cu" Percoc’-v (aA u:r^ to the 
man VvOO camem i.iih tlto vonuo-.ul d’^es'^'t 

i.il I \oi tpe ph na_,m of }0.^r bird on 

a^ot'-c" I 0*1} I hr.\t, out tl'e on one of the 
men I ‘^ont o t 

W'.-'} dal }0i nn nan} so 5\. ftl\ to-da} ^ was 
An.„ 1 AiU'^'h there ^ It cOv’Vl not he} Oil forAoa 
c-’l so m.ith al cut }oar dos.re to uio at the 
‘ortincat OO' 

\s for me; tre troth m the Soudan it is 

imrC'-'o’e fo" t’dc\'Is of a'-'d robcen are 

r I. nv' till o\ c" tue cr. mtn. 

I ka tl em a t;''''’ar eren tl'e\ leaxe to-n orrov 

I h'”.! "d'O ^'i\en them a captured Arab da^ anu a 

e U'* "eo Dem ^ ’ cap eacn *^0 rhev v.d’ ‘^o o'lt a 
e’'a di , "‘'Ce" zn a vl a-' it t ^e r Sn''aa} (I'ru a}') 

* ' ’ ... am \e at c'-' rch p-'mue 

'I ' '•O' ■* <•’" cram-' ..it'' t'-e •" c.roiS era are 
j ' ' c> e\ .m t -f. I I", e cra-'es o*' Irncii'^ 

" re'' 1 Sc uer'- poems I on} knov 
-V t- ps'-t e} 1."’c "rana turp-^ In 

: ' 1. o‘‘ 'IVi th at '-^ai- 

I A of Pc ;C-* te-' fr- • no cr L.rm / ’ 1 

\\ " cr ’ I e'" ' ) 

1 . ' = ' e'e in a '•(.p’ *'• -tat. nh-..t rr\ 

^ ’ H.’'’e}e’' m-* am i.A^ .tat on came i‘> 
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prevent it, but it was of no use. The Mudir threw 
himself down and embraced my feet, begging me 
not to go, but, as I thought his solicitude was 
actuated more by the wish to prevent me going to 
where he has, I expect, been robbing right and left, 
than my security, I did not attend much to him. I 
should break the hearts of our F O , for I say openly, 
“As your Government is bad, and will give you 
nothing when you are decrepid, rob away gaily, but 
with wisdom, and do not let me hear of it ” 

The Arabs will be in an awful rage to-morrow 
with the procession of the five Dervishes with 
captured flags, &c You can scarcely imagine the 
state (well known to Stewart, Power, and Herbin) 
one gets m, when one is constantly hearing explo¬ 
sions , what with the guns, mines, and musketry, one’s 
nerves get strained, and nothing can drop without 
one thinking it is an explosion What the Russians 
underwent at Sevastopol must have been terrible 
As Hansall, the Austrian Consul, says, it is abr^itis- 
saiit It has slackened off now, but still any 
loud noise, in this clear air, makes me jump (z e , be, 
for a moment, afraid) like any man who ndes knows, 
when his horse, as it were, sinks completely beneath 
him, on a sudden start 

I look forward to the advent of some of the Royal 
Navy more than anything There are such a lot of 
splendid cutting-outs and surprises to be made by 
the steamers, and the steamers are first-rate in 
every respect Each steamer is worth two thousand 

H 
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talks of their cowardice, but it is a cowardice of 
calculation, and it would be a great mistake if the 
expeditionary force for the extrication of the garrisons 
comes up here, and thinks the men are going to say 
they are in extremis (I leave out Cairo troops and 
the Bashi Bazouks) The black soldiers do not 
think they have been beaten There are not many 
armies which would bear with the equanimity these 
troops do, the loss of say one-fifth of their numbers 
killed, which was the case in one defeat (only twenty 
da}s ago) of Mahomet Ah Pasha 

The steamers from Sennaar will I think be in 
to-morrow 

The question to-day at Halfeyeh was this Cer¬ 
tain heads of families had gone over to the Arabs 
with Saleh Pasha (we put a sponge over that affair), 
and their adherents, being in Kartoum, had not 
gone over (not their fault), those who had gone 
over with Saleh Pasha, afterwards came over to me, 
and asked for their adherents to be given back to 
them To this the chiefs of families, who had been 
in Kartoum and who had kept these adherents 
under them, objected, so it became a question what 
to do I decided to ask each man his desire 
“ Will you go with A or B The men came m 
at the door, and after having elected, they went 
out of the window, for there were not two doors, 
they elected as they wished, and went out of the 
window Some came in and thought that all that 
was required of them was to come in at the door. 


H 2 



1 c - Grxr/: il g okd oxs jo i 

and 1,^0 o’t of the v. mdow as quickly as possible 
V. ilhout auawerin^' I do lo\e to study mankind , 
he IS fpr better than an\ landscape These fellows 
knew AtJl enoui^h I v as cjoin^ to put their decision 
on th.^-.u and tried to avoid gulng an), as to with 

V ho a thc\ would go It was somewdiat of a 
g) inup VlIC process for them to go out of the 
vind') . and thc\ made a good mess of it, but if 
I had let them go out of the door by wduch they 
had entered, inevtncablc confusion would have 
ocratrid As it was. we had resurrections at the 
door (T those who had departed by the window', 
wlueh rail ,ed some l^othcr 1 lie two ri\al chiefs 

V (rt. j)resent. and one’s object was to pre\cnt the 
('h etor lool in'f at cither while he elected, some¬ 
time It V a. neces->ar) to si cure that the pug-face 

V as fairl) on the cleric, the electing officer, W'ho 
a A,d the question A or II 1 will back the c)c 
f'”' 1 nov ledge more than an) other organ A man 
v.’r.o do not loo!; ^ou m the face in answering is 
fio V iM , m irr> a bar. 

' A cd - 1 here i. one great f[ucstion, and 
if ' 1 1 no" a ]>( mon sa), K is faithless and is 

. 1 ^ 1". ’ a, ought one to b' down on him ^ 

V. t ! , ' ( an f amjiL in our Lord lie Icnew Judas 

11 u ; to Ir.g llita, at He did not denounce 

h” 1 fa 1 ' a I infer, if V < 1 nor (\en that K 

I g‘ ' ; to r u o- 1 fpithle , unless he, K, give. 

; t .. ] of ' I u< ation, v e ought to treat 
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K. as J , of whom we have no suspicion of treachery 
I am inclined (satanically I own) to distrust every one, 

7 Cy\ trust ever}’’ one I believe that circumstances 
may arise when self-interest will almost compel your / 
nearest relative to betray you to some extent Man 
IS an essentially treacherous animal, and although 
the psalmist said in his haste “all men are liars,” I 
think he might have said the same at Ins leisure 

“ You may depend upon it, I will do my best for 
you ”—to chief clerk W O “ Why, if you give it to 
him we must give it to more than forty It is out of 
the question ” What is the result ? Why the him 
will go to his club and say, “ Why I was promised 
It and did not get it ” Whereas if he had weighed 
the words, he would have seen he was promised 
only “ the best he could do ” This is a breach of 
confidence, but it is an example A man long ago 

dead-was asked by a lady to recommend her 

son for an appointment-(who was most honest), 

wrote saying so-and-so wants such and such a thing, 
but that he did not think the young man for whom 
the appointment was solicited was worth much 

-wrote to the lady to say he had done his best 

Unfortunately he placed the letters into wrong en¬ 
velopes The lady never looked on-again 

Well, I suppose-was treacherous to the lady 

He might have refused to write, but he did more— 
he did the young man harm by saying he was not 
worth much 

I like to take things m a light-hearted way I 
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like the tacit contract, “that if toa are useful to me 
I will u=:e }ou' , and " if at ' (with full belief) “if 
I cease to be useful to }ou }Ou will leave me ” I 
lr\ and act “do to other* as they wish }Ou to do 
to them I would nc\er put a man in any position 
I would not put nnself 

Althout^h man i* the essence of treachery, I be¬ 
lieve <\er) man ru. to be hoiicsi, Ins infotsts 
I 

'1 lie fue men V ent out to Arab lines with their 
\rab on which a church parade, which was 

rjoin" on, dispersed 

It IS a curious fact that any effort to relieve the 
-■'arri^ons made from the outside is contemporaneous 
V ilh tile i\p’>a^ior of the j;enod stated in March 
of the timi the) could hold out, \i7, si\ months 
Then an some ue;l) suspicious circumstances all 
thovu) throu'^li' The consequence will be afar 
vn .’t< r t' p(.n ^ Had efforts been made qiiietl) 
b tv n 1 March and Auqust to siian with proper 
trau port i).tv.t en Wady Haifa and 1 lannek,''much 
of ih. p-i lit diiTicuhies to an advance would have 
])'t :i ynt onr, ,'nd securit) v ould Inue been ft It 
f ’' r) \ h' rt t!' it t l.orts v < n reall) beinq made 
1! ’ *■< 1, hunuht) in Ibirinq's teleqram asking m) 
'dwi', t / ro’'t' for acet s. to Ivartoum “Sir 
1 - bm.r l''’\ n ; gone tft Londf>n, I am charged by 
H'' M tv’ (ju ernrn"nt to tell }oii to keep them 
aft’' ’ed rot tt'd) .is to immediate luit as to an) 
t . • ; o' \l 'S la —I D 
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prospcclnc danger at I'Cartoum, that jou should 
ad\ ise llicm in order to be prepared for any such 
danger as to force necessary to secure your retreat, 
Its amount, character, loute for access to Kartoum, 
and time for Its departure I Icr Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment does not cnteitam jour proposal to supply 
jou vith Turkish or other forces for the purpose of 
undertaking imhtarj c\i)editions, such being beyond 
scope of your commission, and at variance with the 
policy which was the purport of your mission to the 
Soudan If with this knowledge you continue at 
Kartoum, jou should state cause and intention wuth 
which jou so continue If the telegrams I sent 
down in March to Haring arc referred to, it wull be 
seen I had already’* informed him of all he could 
possiblj want to know’, and I specially said that the 

From Fniibh n^ent nntl Nubir Tisln lo (general Gordon, 
rent 51I1 Ml) from SutKih, rcirliLd 29111 of Jul) — JilD 

lckii:nm from Gcneml Gordon lo Sir L Biring dated 
1 cl) 27, 18S5, sa\s “You In\c lo sij ^\hcthcr the partial 
c\acinlion of llic Soudan fulfils ^our objects,—if it docs not, 
then )oii must act b) Indian Modem troops from Widy Haifa, 
and do so at once b) sending delarlnncnls of troops lo Wady 
Haifa’* — (iSSj), Enclosure i, in No 229 And 
again, on Feb 29, “Shouhl )ou wish to intervene, send 200 
British lrooj)s to Wad) Ilalfi and adjulanls to inspect Dongola, 
and then open up Suakin-Berber road by Indian Moslem troops 
Tins will cause an immediate collapse of the revolt Whether 
you think it worth wlnle to do this or not you are, of course, 
the best judge I can only tell you the modus o/>trandi of an 
expeditious mtcr\cntion If you decide against this you nia) 
probably have to decide between Zubair and the Llahdi Ziibair 
T\ithp^ 1 00,000 12 Enclosures,No 229—Ed 
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c^r)JdItIo^ bv tb.o rOc tc of Wadv Haifa A\ould be 

km m 

5 It v.os rt :Int. a ncrc picnic party 

Man {''cpcjc-^—God d,j;po->es An\ one v ho t\\o- 
and-a-lipif }La''- had saM thnt the Gladstone 
nanislr) vi eld not o d\ to I'e:\pt. and, not con¬ 
tent V ith on- Lv.ped>tion to the boi.dan (Graiiain'sh 
VO 'hi i;o i’\ for /: n < / " O'. v odd have been 

d ns a nnd.rr'n , end it certainK is cunons 

th^t Mr GIad'=‘<iuO in ‘- A’ . tm ' " of 1S7S, 

C'o d ■'tin^Mdr 1 )ict \ s uleas for the annexation of 
b^\pt slioiild ha\cstat(d that thio t?; /.'c'/ux, ro'c 
. ' ’ K) c <'t of it Sc'’\r ' 
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From the top of the Serail one commands view 
all round for miles 

It will be a satisfaction to Her Majesty’s Navy to 
know that it is our navy which has, humanly speak¬ 
ing, saved us It really is a splendid fleet and 
naval arsenal The steamers have come m , the 
Arabs were numerous and had five guns, seven of 
their shells struck the steamers (Arabs had also two 
rocket tubes) The steamers brought down 2000 
ardebs, and report Sennaar well off, and no Arabs 
m arms m all their district Seyd Osman Mahomet 
is said to have occupied Katarif with his men A 
sheikh has promised to capture the steamer Ma¬ 
homet Ah, which IS up the River Binder, and to 
hand her over to the Sennaar Governor Wad 
Medmet did not fire on the steamers, but brandished 
spears, &c , our loss m passing the gauntlet was 
three killed and eig^ht wounded 

The Arabs have no conscience , they make my 
captured soldiers serve the guns, and otherwise act 
against us under pam of death I 

I declare my people do, in a feeble way, what is 
wanted, and do not deserve the character of 
cowards , they bear defeat far better than other 
peoples, and they are good-tempered over it We 
English are the cream, all acknowledge that, but 
we will not exist on two dates a day, as these 
men do, without a murmur 

The steamer Bordeen was struck by two shots, 
one near water-line The Isinaiha steamer received 
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three, the Talataween steamer received two shots 
Happily all got down safe The Arabs fired from 
guns and rifles with fury—^we could see that from 
the roof All the steamers have got small-pox 
from bullet-marks ' Our chief of the arsenal, Hus¬ 
sein Bey, had been sharp enough to have bits of 
old tents ready to stop shot-holes Had we not 
had these we might have lost the Bordccn steamer 

The Arabs had three forts (breastworks) along 
the nver-bank, rather above Giraffe I mentioned 
that we lost three killed and eight wounded, now 
mark this, on their way down the steamers met 
three escaped soldiers from the Arabs , they took 
them on board, and, odd to say, of those killed and 
wounded, were these three men, two having been 
killed, and the other badly wounded ' This is re¬ 
markable If we could believe it, we are as safe tn 
the fiercest battle as in a drazving-room in London 

September 2 7 —I have arranged to send down 
three steamers to Shendy to co-operate with 
Dongola forces, and to raise the Shaggyeh tribes 
I have sent out a man to warn Dongola of this 
fact He carries no letters, only a small slip, stating 
he is a “ true man ” 

It is of no use sending up to Sennaar again for 
dhoora, for we have no money to pay for it, and it 
is a risk with these Arab guns Steamer Ismaiha 
received three shells , steamer Bordecn two , steamer 
Talataween two Some made tremendous holes, and 
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one in Bo) dccn was close to water-line , it is wonderful 
how the}'' escaped The poor escaped soldiers were 
asleep in the hold, when a shell entered and burst, 
two were killed, one was seriously wounded 

Two men came in from the Arabs One said he 
was the Mahdi, the other said a courier had come 
to the Arabs, saying the English were at Berber , 
they knew nothing of yesterda} 's fight 

Our steamers arc of about the same consistency as 
the Thames steamboats, so you may imagine the 
risk there is of putting them under artillcr) fire 
Towjilia steamer went up the White Nile ex¬ 
changing musketry fire with the Arabs. 

My beautiful steamers, which used to be com¬ 
paratively sweet, now stink like badgers As for 
the swell Ismadia she is a cess-pit 

Several other shots struck the upper works of the 
steamers, evidently they were under a nasty fire, 
and as for bullet marks they are spotted all over 
Among the three killed (two of them escaped 
soldiers) one was a little boy 

Another slave came m at Omdurman, but had no 
news 

Great female sqawking under the window of the 
Serail, approaching to yells On examination I find 
the noise comes from a black female fighting the 
cavass On enquiry I find my lady had gone down 
to buy dhoora with two dollars in her hand, and had 
been pushed by some ungallant fellow, and the dol¬ 
lars fell into the river Though I do not see that the 
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responsibilityv/as upon me, I gave her the tvro dollars, 
and comforted her black soul. It v.'ould be a comfort 
if all the troubles of life vere got rid of so cheaply. 

Ha^'ing undergone considerable anxiety ovrlng to 
the Shzggyeh. tribe in our lines dunng the blockade, 
v.-e got nd of them to Halfeyeh as soon as vre could ’’ 
But v.'hen they got to Halfeyeh, and met their 
brethren v.'ho had been *vith the Arabs, and vho 
had come over to us, the former mere seized v.ith 
distrust of the latter, and so me are obliged to brin^ 
these latter into Kartoum. I do not thmk it any 
risk, for the Shagg} eh have lied so vety much to the 
Arabs that nothing mould e"er make peace bet^veen 
them, so I do not feel any discomifort about them 

It Ls not comfortable to see \our steamers 'idth a 
hole in them through v.hich you could push your 
head and shoulders, and that not a foot above the 
v/ater-line. The Bordccn had that, the shell came in 
on one side and burst on penetrating the other 
plate of the other side 

To m}^ mind, these Egn'ptian mountain guns are 
far preferable to those steel guns of ours, v. ith their 

A tekmam from r/ Doagola sv. 3 taat “ on 24th 

Jub , Emir Abou Kanga and his arra^, tho hac corre from 
Koraofan, r.ere slaughtercQ, and mat before tne mozzsrztr yj.Ued 
Kartoum another fight occurrek m T.hica ire son of Shedm S d 
and his follorers r.ere idled on the yAn .'..gust, and tre siege 
raised- This is confirmed Ir. a letter sent to rrs by Cass m-el- 
Mousse Eej, stating that be and his soldiers" ere at Halfe/en, and 
that the .Shagg}eh tnoe and people had come in and tendered 
their <nibrDission. — E^pf, No. 35, 18S4, No 133 — En 
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w I etched small calibre, and I would piefer a ^ 

I'orc howilrcr to an Armstronq" for these wars 

I made Nulrer Bey a Pasha for his Sennaar trip, 
and send him down with Cassim el Mousse to 
Metemma to await ad\ance of Her Majestj’s forces 
Ibraham Toni^i and Mousse Bc\s refused, or rather 
declined to li:o unless also made Pashas, which I did 
not sc(‘, so these worthies sta\ here 

to A —" Well }ou know I had to send on the 
telcQ'rnm, and I added I hoped Stewart was well 
d hat fellow G takt s escejjtion to this, and sa)S va 
cars dm, that 1 could not ha\e wished that Stewart 
was ill j\Iost unjust Ilatl I added anythimj to 
this telegram, I mi'jht h.i\e i^fot into a row', which 
would never do, but what was the use of pampering 
to inordinate curiosity 

A to B —“ Well he pitched into me for asking 
Stewart to tell me if I could do anything for him 
(the communications being so easy), and for telling 
///;;' the names of the Generals (to my mind a most 
important matter, for it would strike terror among 
the Arabs), //r saj s he docs not care W'ho the Generals 
arc (which is sheer heresy and perfectly sickening) I 
shall wTite nothing more to hnu e\cept the puiest 
official documents It is very clear his liver is out 
of order, to go and attack officers of his owm corps 
like that It is atrocious > ” 


September 28—Tw'O women and a man came in 
to-day , they say the Mahdi is not at Schatt, but at 
Rahad. Hussan Effendi and another directed the 
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respomgainst the steamers The women say the 
ATabs had three guns, not five The Arabs did not 
lose many from their people's accounts Among the 
three guns there was a Krupp, they say 

Say for a moment that the object of Her Majesty’s 
Government is simply to enable me to retreat, and 
is irrespective of the retreat of the garrisons—then 
all the loss of life in this neighbourhood on both 
sides was thrown away, inasmuch as if I had not 
come there would have been a speedier collapse, 
without the loss of life (at least such is probable) 
The Government may say that they had reasonable 
hopes that I would succeed, I will neither say I gave 
them such assurance or that I did not give it I 
think 1 was neutral m giving or in not giving such 
assurance 

When the steamers get to Shendy, thej’- will be 
only 150 miles from Ambukol, which is a little 
higher up the Nile than Debbeh (35 miles) Three 
more slaves came m from the north, they had run 
arvay from their master, and will enter the army I 
expect we shall have lots of this sort of thing 

Arabs show no disposition to close our road to 
Shendy as yet, and I believe the country up to that 
place is with Kartouvt (I cannot say the Govcrnmoit, 
for I do not know what the Government is) 

One of the greatest sinners m the way of getting 
Egypt into financial difficulties (whence all this 
trouble) is who in the Crimea used to sell 
cheeses and other things at exorbitant prices 

Sir Samuel Baker will be disgusted to know that 
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the CKick \csscl he '^ot fioin Sainiicln, \.\\c. IsDiatha^ 
the biggest of his log is the worst of the Xxsxgo.'Cfight mg 
steamers She is a good jachl, but nothing more 
All these steamers v.e owe to Sir Samuel Baker 
A I'renchman, MoiiMcur de Bi/emont, brought up 
the Steamers from Cairo, through all the cataracts 
Monsieur le Blanc was wuth him Mr Higgin¬ 
botham, C E , took the steamers in sections across 
the Korosko desert 

Sipliihlnr 29 — To-morrow' is Bairam I hate 
made I'erralch Pasha take o\er the festivities. 
'1 he Ta/alaiLii ti, Mim<;o:i'! ah, and Saphui (Z) 
lca\e for Shendy to-morrow night with 100 men on 
board of each Cassim el Mousse goes wuth them 
I send a slip to Lord W’^olselcy, to be forw^arded 
with a sp) The two journals of events from loth to 
30th Septcmbei, and map of Bcrbei, wall go wuth 
steamcis, in hopes of their being able to find a more 
secure road of sending them to Debbch or elsewhere 
I found we had 700 bags of Indian nee m 
store I have issued it on account of pay to the 
troops, at two okes'* per dollar They wall sell it at 
three okes per dollar It wapes off my debt to 
them, and they wall gam 

An escaped soldier came in, and sajs Mahdi has 
had three messengers from Metemma, sajang British 
troops w'ere coming up in shoals, and so he had a 
dream, in wdiich he was ordered back to Kordofan 
An okc equals lbs troy —Ed 
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I hope the ofncers and n^en of Her hlajesrhs 
forces mil be considerate to the Eg^-pdan soldiers 
and sailors: do rof o';id:rsfi:? d £rrdd cat as 

o 

they have done some good service, I hope they volt 
be Idndlv treated- Thev are a trvins" lot as I vrell 
knovr. but if it vere not for them, onr soldiers mcnid 
have to tramp many a vrear}* sandy mile. It is one 
of my joys that I never have to see Great Britain 
again I hope to get ont of this analr and either 
o-o to the Con2:o- rfi Ecnatoriai ?ro'>-ince. or bv 
Brussels At any rate I shall never have to under 
the vorries I nndenrent during the meek I mas m 
England this year, I say this in order that those 
mho may have to do mirh me may knom horn vers' 
determined a man's mhl must 'oe mho does not 
mish (and indeed n :/l ::c: co:r\ go hack to England 
again, and to mhom continnance in Her hlajesuhs 
Seridce, e.vcept for the honour of it is a matter of 
indifierence. 

I am nom going to be egotistic, bnt it mhl save a 
mint of trouble, and I may be pardoneo. considering 
the circumstances Bv being so I m.av save mt’self 
mhat I should much regret 2. quarrel. 

idea is to induce Her iuajesn's Government 
to undertake the estrication of ah neonle or garri- 
sons nom hemmed in or captive, and that if this is 
not their programme, then to resign my commission 
and do mhat I can to attain it (the o'oject-. As long 
as a man remains in Her hlajest/s Sendee he is 
hound to cbev the orders of his suneriers but h* he 


in • 
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resigns he cannot 1)C held as insubordinate if lie 
disobeys Of course it may turn on tlic question of 
whethei once liaving entered tlic service of Her 
MajesU’s Army, one is free to leave it at one’s will 
But •\\e oflicers are not like the private soldiers 
engaged for a term of ) ears, and perhaps one 
may risk dismissal if the cause is worthy of it— 
which, I think, the question of abandoning the 
crarrisons is 

o 

I say this, because I should be sorr}'' for Lord 
Wolscley to advance from Dongola without full) 
knowing m) mows If Her Majesty's Goveinment 
are going to abandon the garrisons, then do not 
adxance Isa) nothing of c\ acuating the countr)^ 

I merely maintain that if we do so, ever)’’ one in the 
Soudan, caj>ii\c or hemmed in, ought to have the 
option and power of retreat Having given them 
that option and power, I have nothing more to say, 
and I w'ould not care whether the countr)’- is evacu¬ 
ated or not 

It IS a miserable country, but it is joined to Eg)'^pt, 
and to my idea it w’ould be difficult to divorce the 
two 

I wall end these egotistical remarks by saying that 
no persuasion wall induce me to change my views , 
and that as to force, it is out of the question, for 
I have the people wath me—at any rate of the 
towms which hold out Therefore, if Her Majesty’s 
forces are not prepared to relieve the whole of the 
garrisons, the General should consider whether it is 
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agree to—that it would be inian {cofiU qnc cofth) to 
lca\ c men who (though they may not come up to 
our ideas as heroes) ha\e stuck to me, though a 
C/n iSfian doj {hen cyi<^, through great difficulties, 
and thus force them to surrender to those w ho have 
not conquered them, and to do that at the bidding 
of a foreign Power, to sa\e one's own skin Why 
the black sluts would stone me if they thought I 
meditated sucli action Stewart knows all tins and 
used to groan over pen’crsitj 

Sipfunhtr 30 The Arabs fired seven shells last 
mglit at 9 r m which fell inside the lines, but did no 
harm To-day being Bairam, they fired four rounds 
in their camp—a salute I sujipose 

The spy wdio came in jesterdaj, says the report 
IS rife that Sc^d Mahomet Osman’s men have 
entered Katarif 

The three steamers will lea\e here to-day for 
Shendy at 4 i> M 


done I ha\c no option but to see e\Tcuation througli, forc\cn 
if I ^as mean enough to escape I Iia\c no power to do so You 
can easily understand this, would }ou do so? If you were the 
people of Kliartoum, }ou would, like they would, make terms 
with Llahdi by making me backsheesh l^Iahdi —Gen Gordon fa 
StrE Baring, Kartoum, March z, 1SS4, Egypf, No 12,1884, 
No 231 This telegram, forwarded by Sir E Baring to Lord 
Gramalle, was received by H M IMinisters on March ii, 18S4 
On April 3 l^Ir Gladstone stated m the House of Commons that 
“General Gordon was under no orders and under no restraint 
to stay at Kartoum —Ed 
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I shoved oft' the Bairam reception upon Ferratch 
Pasha, who held it upon the lines I am not up to 
these affairs, and I think he likes them 

As soon as ever I hear of the am\ al of troops at 
Berber, down will go the Greeks, Basin Bazouks, 
and Fellaheen soldiers with a months pro\nsions 
The people of Berber then can send them on, as 
best the}' can—they will be oft* ni} hands I have 
ever}'thmg ready to send tliem We have no 
telegraph wire left up here to repair the lines, so 
Floyer had better see to it all ours has been used 
in the wire entanglements 

The troops on board the steamers are Fellaheen 
soldiers If Berber is captured, better take them out 
and keep them (they are part of their way to their 
homes), and replace them w'ith such black troops as 
may be released at Berber but see after these white 
soldiers' pay. and rations, and do not neglect them 
We do not w'ant to be told the steamers are 
dirt}’, for we know it 

If coming up, see beforehand that Arabs have 
not a gun or guns at the Shoboloha Pass, and if 
wood has to be looted, loot those people on tlie left 
bank of the Kile, those on the nght 

I do not care much to have Wood’s men here, 
there W'lll be sure to be rows between them and our 
blacks, and they are not favountes in tlie Soudan 
Still less do I want to see Bashi Bazouks, or tnbes 
who have been taken into our pay, for they will rob 
nsfht and left. 

O 
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I have prepared the beads, copper rods, uniforms, 
&c, to send up to the Equator as soon as it is pos¬ 
sible Rcpoi t sa) s the garrison of the Equator is 
at Fashoda 

The sister steamer to Abbas will be finished in 
twelve days We made, or rather Hassan Bey 
made, a first-rate crank 

Remember, \\c ha\c verj’’ few dollars here, and 
gold IS depreciated in value We have only 000 
in the treasury 

It would be as well to tell the Greek creditors, 
who may be coming up, that there is not the least 
probability that the Government, whatever it may 
be, will look at any of their claims until at least a 
jear has expired 

We ha\c painted the steamers up, they are 
whited sepulchres 

I hope Ibrahim Tongi and Moussa Beys, who will 
come down with the first lot, who leave this (after 
the hoped-for capture of Berber), will be sent on to 
Cairo at once, and not given appointments, on any 
consideration, at Berber or elsewhere 

I like ttying to find solutions for this Soudan 
problem This is the last Let Towfik Pasha send 
up Abdel Kader Pasha, as Governor-General, to 
replace me at once As soon as the Firman comes, 
I am out of calculation, and Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment can do what they like, for Abdel Kader will 
follow their dictum. Such an act would not in 
the least vex me Lord Wolseley can then do 
what he thinks fit with respect to the Soudan, the 
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abandonment and aJ ine etceteras, anc i am tree 
of all resnonsrcilit'.* to the neon'e and to tne trcons. 
or Tritn respect to tne money anairs dnoora, dtc.. 
&a Bnt in tins case, it mnst be borne in mind. I 


am not tne 
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sent np to penorm a certam rmsstcn :.n entmcat-cn 
oi ^nmsons. X tailed, anci vras reniacen n* j^nnea 
Kader and a Britisn Force. It is tor tbem to 
explain any change in tbeir prcgramm.e. 

Tne same remarks, annended to tne end of 

Ok ^ 

Volume I. are added to this :n r-; !*Ir. PoTrer and 
Foreign Omce, &c. C. G. Gtrnttn 


I really think that as Her klajesm’s Govemm 
and I are in sncn onnosire camns (at least I tbink 
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by Abdel Kader Pasba mith mbi 
Government ccnld do as mey llkea At any rate 
scandal monld be avoided. and I mlnit Abdel Ka 
Tvonid be veil received by all O: ccnrse I sbc: 
bave the pH.Fege of laitgblng in my sleeve i£ at 
all. Her hlaiesm's Government fcnnd mev cn 
not get cnt vimont me estabmbment cf Jh/rV 
Zzizzzr, or the rziz'/izz: cf zL: Sccc: under Fo~.‘ 
I. tberefora as an adien recommend ccursa 
it opens a speedy exit for me vrimcut roms. a 
clears me of all responsTollir)' mbatever. 

C. G. Gctmctt 
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Qciobc)- I —Steamers left yesterday at 3PM for 
(Berber, D F, vui) Shendy Yesterday the steamer 
Tox>.<fikia attacked the Arabs on tlie White Nile, 
and killed a horse and three men ’Sx.o.'dL^QX Bordcai 
drove back the horsemen on the Blue Nile. The 
Arabs attacked a villatrc lower down the White 
Nile than Halfejeh, and vere diiven back by the 
villagers with loss jou may believe as much as 
you like of this, but our vessels xoait out, that is the 
mam thing 

The more I think of appointing Abdel Kader^ 

^ Abdel Kidcr ^\as llicn Minister of War In ]\Iarch 1882, he 
was appointed to succeed Raouf Pasha as Go\emor-General of 
the Soudan, and on tlic iiih of May lie reached Kartoum and 
assumed his duties He carried on an active campaign against 
the Mahdi until Islarch 26th, 18S3, when Al-ed-Din Pasha 
was publicly proclaimed at Kartoum, Governor-General of the 
Soudan, m his place. In January 1SS4 Abdel Kader w^ 
selected by the Eg}^ptian Government as their envoy to Kar- 
toum He at first accepted the position and then declined it 
Upon this the Egyptian Government requested Her Majest/s 
Government to select a w'ell-qiialified British officer to go to 
Kartoum instead of Abdel Kader General Gordon w'as the 
officer selected llius, in suggesting Abdel Kader as his suc¬ 
cessor, General Gordon was suggesting the very man whom he 
had succeeded —Ed 
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\\iiliout fhuac (uliicli I*? \cr)‘ plcnsinq^), from a posi¬ 
tion \\liicli IS not likoly to be a fealhcr-bccl, and 
%\luch mit^ltt require nu' to jfo on stru^^qlinq for 
o\cr a }oar, not onh nq.unsi the Arabs, but against 
the antipathies and ill-di^guist d hostihtj of Her 
Majesty's Go\crnim nt, forceiiainl) tliej would not 
be o\ cr fneiull} if forced into a line of action their 
soul abhors 

f iiuJ v.e are bound to e'lricaie the garrisons 
\\hate\cr It costs, // do ; >/, there is no reason 
for any diflerciiCL of opinion \\hich cannot exist 
bciueen a Go\ ern.neiit and an individual, they 
simpl) jjlace an indi\idual who thinks with them, 
and the matter is done, and this indi\idiial is Abdel 
Kader P.ishn I s(,e no reason to try and force me 
to do what 1 do not tlnnk right, and which I can 
consequently tlo onl\ in a half-hearted manner if I 
even undertook it, tc/.y/ I :oJl no! 

As for the effect of m) rej)lacement by Abdel 
Kader Pasha ist, it would jjroduce no surprise, for 
It IS w’cll know n I and Tow fik are not at all friends 
2nd, It IS also known that Jler Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment wish to be rid of all rcsponsibihtj’’ of the 
Soudan, ?// ;<• the garrisons, therefore the re¬ 
moval of me would be merely the carrj'ing out of 
this policy 3rd, Abdel Kader Pasha is the best 
man they liavc had up here, and so, till the matter 
was broken to them, he would be W'ell received It 
is not vaunting Ill) self when I say that the general 
opinion here is this, that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
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£To\ ornmcni i*? noL i call j' so bad lhal ii is ini[iossible, 
6 Lc, tvc , to be wandcriiiL;; nil o\cr Afnea, and his 
jiaper on ihc stale of affaiis will go down splendidly 
with the public, and there will be honours all round, 
and mutual congratulations The British public 
.accepted, without hesitation, the Inal of Arabi 
I’ashn, b\ Ismail P.isha Ajoub and Rcouf Pasha, 
as biu g a a. t ' \\ In. had the) tned an angel, 

and Tov.fikhad wished the angel —pally ihat 

a 7 !(;^tl waa/il /’a:t lui!., \ en if Alichael or Gabriel 
Xow' I ha\c told \ou how to whitewash I will end 
this tirade I will onl\ remark that Mer Majesty’s 
Go\eminent must not say / wa^ St/ilaarl, btcaiist 
J io LtJ) fJn .Sth/ilan, loit I Do not swso, it 

IS an useless countrj , what I say is, that it is 
shabby/e ///< usoiic, < 5 vc , 6Lc 

I own the proposition I make is in some degree 
a trap, for I feel confuient that there will be no end 
of trouble, even m placing y\bdel Kader Pasha m my 
place and trj ing to evacuate , but if you accept it you 
will do so (after this warning) with jour ejes open 
Tw'o w’omen sla\e‘. came m from the Sheikh el 
Obeyed , no new's, e\cept that the Aiabs wuth this 
chief, arc verj’’ badly off for w'ater 

The follow'ing is wdiat I would do, if in supreme 
command, mihtarjf and political Divide the forces 
into three sections, one. A, to stay at Dongola, 
half force, and look after communications from 
Wady Haifa to Berber by river, in those Stapes or 
stages already alluded to 
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October emd —A sergeant-major, with a soldier, 
escaped last night, he reports that tlie Mahdi came 
from Obejed to Scliatt, witli two ortas of black 
captured troops, two Krupp guns, and seven moun¬ 
tain guns , but then the Arab tribes m his rear rose, 
and that he went back, taking the guns with him, 
sending one of his y\mecrs, Abdullah Waled Jubira, to 
Kalakla with 100 black troops The sergeant-major 
reports the Arabs have ijo Krupp shells and 200 
boxes of Remington ammunition , that the Arabs 
did not suffer vhen they fired on the steamers 
coming from Sennaar , that, with the hlahdi, are all 
the Roman Catholic Mission party, 'tolio have not 
changed their iJt^ion one nun is exposed to the sun 
to force her to do so The man says the other guns 
are all broken in their carriages, in the Mahdi’s fights 
with the Arabs The Mahdi takes Slatin and all 
the Europeans vith him when he moves , he reports 
Waled a Goun has sent the black troops he had 
vith him to the rear, because so many escaped, 
the Arabs fired a salute of four guns on arrival of 
the Ameer Abdullah Waled Jubira 

A slave coming m from the left bank reports Faki 
Mustapha with few troops , says the rumour of the 
advance expeditionar)'^ force is rife , says the Arab 
ferry is at Kalakla, they pass onl}'- at night The 
sergeant-major says that he is sure the tribes (on 
the Mahdi's going to Schatt) all rose and pillaged 
on the road hence the Mahdi’s return towards 
Obeyed 

K 
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The man the doctor operated upon for the large 
stone is dead 

From what the sergeant major says, it appears I 
am not more liked by the Mahdi than I am clsc- 
w/ierc —a nuisance > and a bore • 

The Towjikia steamer went up the White Nile, 
and fired upon the Arabs > The Bordecn steamer 
went up the Blue Nile, and fired upon the Arabs ' 
The Halfeyeh people went out and captured a 
camel' All these things arc hostilities not counte¬ 
nanced by Her Majesty’s Government. This afflicts 
me, that joker Eger ton * 

I have sent off another spy to Debbeh, saying 
that three steamers wait their orders at Metemma, 
one hundred and fifty miles from Debbeh > 

The Shaggyeh tribes are giving me bother again 
with their horrid families down river They are 
most exasperating. 

A horse escaped from the Arabs, formerly be¬ 
longing to Government It gave no information, 
but from its action, may be supposed not to believe 
111 the Mahdt 

Simmons* and I agree on one subject—that Egypt 
IS useless to us, unless we have command of the 
seas, and if we have command of seas, Egypt is 
ours , therefore it is not worth bothering about We 
will never be liked by its peoples , we do not go 
the right way to be liked To my mind, if we 
looked after the Cape and Mauritius, &c , it would be 
* General Sir Lintorn Simmons, G C B —Ed 
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far more beneficial, and less expensive, than wasting 
our money on Eg}pt and the Soudan , but because 
Eg}pt vud io l)c important, we think it is always 
^o Whereas, the intieduction of steam has quite 
altered its importance, while the creation of other 
Naval Powers m the i\rcditcrranean renders that 
sea no longer a question of supremacy of France or 
England 

I lia\c mentioned reports of troops moving on 
Kassala, }ct not one word is said, either one w^ay or 
another, by Kitchener Surely he must know'' that 
if tins IS the case, I ouglit to be told , or if no move¬ 
ment is being made in that direction, I ought to be 
informed 

Arabis clerk, Ahmct-l^ff-A.waan ^ (Stewart known's 

^ I ln\c nsccrliinccl \\iiliin llic list few weeks that the prin¬ 
cipal agent in the surrender of the cii) was not 1 crritch Pasha, as 
onginall) slated, Init a rerlain cuihan c\ile from Pg}*p^ had 
acted at one lime under Arahi as Secretar)' of the Ministr}^ of 
i^Iannc I know the historj of this man well, and can \ouch for 
Its accuracy, as I often heard it at Cairo when I was there. Four 
)cars or so ago Awaan was an honest and zealous employe in 
the Cadastral Suney under Sir Auckland Cohm—a semcc avhich 
of all others under the Control was tlie most incnicicnt, and is 
now acknowledged to ha\c been so Awaan, proaoked at the 
waste and mismanagement, one da} had the temerity to draw” up 
a memorandum of wdiat he knew” and to send it to his chief The 
answer was his dismissal He then appealed to the native press 
—for there avas some liberty in those days—and his gnevance 
made him a hero, and wdien Arabi came to power he gave him 
this place as secretary, which he held at Alexandria dowm to the 
bombardment I never heard of his taking an} prominent part 
in the politics of tliat eventful time, but on Sir Auckland Colvm^s 

K 2 
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Oclohtr 3 —Small church parade to-day on South 
Front Some twenty-five horsemen came near the 
lines, and four shots were fired at them 

An inquiry is goincf on about the fire near the 
magarine Some little suspicion that Awaan is 
mixed up with it, for his house as near, indeed, 
it adjoins the place where the fire w'as It burned 
four tents It wall go hard with him if lie is found 
guilt) certainly his pieaching in favour of the 
Mahdi IS against liim 

I visited the place of the fire, and also Aw'aan’s 
house My impression is against Aw'aan s being the 
culprit, but I liave no doubt tlie Court of Inquiry 
will find him guilty Wilfred lllunt wall be crying 
out about this ill-used mart)r, so wall Arabi the 
blest I am paying for the houses pulled down 
There is no doubt the fire was the w^ork of an 
incendiary To-day ends the Bairam 

Stewart will not believe it of Aw^aan , but it 
appears that in disputing about the Mahdi, Aw^aan 
took off his slipper’ and struck his opponent—he 


had been shut up uiUi them escaped here uitliout aims, saying 
that the Shaggjeli had gone over to the enemy, wliile others 
would come from tliem beseeclimg for aid I am glad to say that 
without exception the people of the toun and the troops liaae 
behaved tliemsehes m a most kind and proper way This binds 
me not to leave them until I can do so under Government which 
would give them some liope of peace ”— Genual Gordons tchgravi 
io Str E Baling, iccctvcd at Cano end of March, 1884 Egyft, 
No 12, No 287—Ed 

^ To strike with a slipper during a dispute is with Moslems 
the greatest insult one man can offer another —Ed 
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was so strong in his opinion. A more fawning, 
wretched fellow one never saw I should send 
him to the Mahdi, but that he knows English, and 
is a born intns^uer 

I reason thus, respecting the slackness of 
the Intelligence Department not sending in spies 
As noted m the Journal, on an average four or five 
men come m daily from the Arabs, therefore they do 
not keep so very strict a look-out, also now there 
are vast gaps m their lines around the place, and one 
may say from here to Shendy is open It is more 
difficult to go out than to come in, for m going out 
one may stumble on some new emplacement of the 
Arabs, while in coming in a man can ascertain such 
emplacements beforehand , it is evident also, that as 
all the information we have had has come from my 
return spies, that no effort has been made by the 
Intelligence Department Had that Department 
initiated any such step, in any energ}", it is unlikely 
that all t/ieir men would have been stopped—my 
spies get caught, though, so frequently passing the 
lines of Arabs 

The more one thinks of it, the more impossible 
does it seem for Her Majesty’s Government to get 
out of this country without extricating the garnsons 
and establishing some Government at Kartoum, 
once having, as they have, come up to Dongola, they 
cannot well go back from Dongola, they must come 
to Berber, and when once at Berber, as there is the 
river, they must come up here, once here, they 
must go to Sennaar or arrange to open this route 
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It IS of all thinci^s the most perplexing, and one does 
not see the end of it, unless ^\c give the country to 
the Turks With the best will and with all favour¬ 
able circumstances, ; i , that it is found possible to 
abandon, it v ill take si\ to eight months, and uith a 
terrible outlay, and one cannot think that even then 
It IS a satisfactop, termination if, after extricating the 
garrisons and contenting ourselves with that, we 
let the Mahdi come down and boast of driving us 
out 

If ve proclaim the abolition of slave-holding we 
must proclaim it in Egjpt as well, and then the 
rc\cnuc falls I'he Turks ic.ally seem the only way 
out of It, in a speedy way It would be cheaper 
to gi\c them a million pounds than to keep our 
people up here, and there is no discredit to our 
arms if ve take Berber and open the route to 
Sennaar, and then lea\e the country to the Turks, 
letting them deal with the Mahdi as they like 
I think even the cfift of two millions to the Turks 
would be a cheap solution of it, and is also a quick 
and an honourable one 

As for Her iMajcstj’s Government keeping the 
Soudan itself, it is out of the question, for you could 
not get men to serve here except under great 
salaries and supported with large forces , and as 
for giving it back to Egypt, in a couple of years we 
would have another Mahdi, therefore, our choice lies 
between Zubair and the Turks Now, the time 
has gone by when Zubair, almost alone, would 
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suffice; he vrould uott need aid in men. vrhile the 
Turks TTould need no aid from us in men. There¬ 
fore. give the country to the Turks, vhen once 
you have come to Kartoum, with one or two 
millions sterling (which YOU wOi spend in three 
months’ occupation up here if you delay), make 
arrang-emeats at once with the Porte for its Soudan 
cession let 6 coo Turks land at Suakin and march 
up to Berber, thence to Kartoum you can then 
retire at once before the hot weather comes on.- 
Let 3000 Turks land at hlassowah and go to 
Kassala ; that saves you that journey. You would 
be even saved waiting till the troons came from 
the Equator and Bahr Gazelle. 

28//: Octob:?' —Berber occupied. 

^ih 2\otc7nbcr. —icoo Troops at Kartoum. 6cco 
Turks land at Suakin and march to Berber uceo 
Turks land at hlassowah and march to Kassala. 

%th Xor: 7 -,:hcr. —Defeat of Arabs on south lines 
—unless they have bolted. 

tilth Xovrmbcj'. — Defeat Arabs near El foun, 
unless they have submitted. 

* On Feb iitb iSSju GsnerF Grrccn telegnitjzed hen Eerber 
to Sir Erelm Bimg - “ I ttcJg not, J I -rere s-piene, tr- egm 
aav Emptan forces zr. Simin, ent rrond er;g"e jczo Trrbub 
troops m Ermsb pap That tojIc settle the zEzrz. It rroald he 
sofident for the Padishahs ticeps to a-pear to cazse z cohapse 
of all fhnatcal feding “—En 
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15/// N'ovctiibii —Despatch of foicc to Sennaar to 
clear counlr}' round Medinct 

\s( to lotliDcCiUibcr —Arrival of d'urks at Berber 
and Kartoum, and at Kassala 

20/// DtCtiubci —Return of Mer Majesty’s forces 
to Wady Haifa, leaMng 1000 men at Dongola till 
Turks could come from Berber 

The frontiei to be Wady Haifa All steamers, 
&c, to be handed o\ er to the Turks The two 
millions to be paid m four instalments 

Suakm and Massowah to be free ports under the 
Turks 

Egypt is responsible for the pensions of those 
who return to Egj’pl 'i'urkey is responsible for the 
pensions of those who stay m the Soudan I see 
nothing to prevent the w'hole affair being settled by 
the end of Januarj^, and the wdiole expeditionary 
force from being m Cairo at the end of February 
As for the slave-trade, one cannot help it ” 


® “ Several telegrams have been sent from press asking about 
^\hat I said respecting slaves The question asked me was this 
Did I insist on the liberation of sla\cs m 1S89 as per Treaty 
1877? I answered that the Treaty w'ould not be enforced m 
1889 by me, which, considering the determination of Her 
Majesty’s Government respecting Soudan, was a self-evident fact. 
The question is one of sla\ e-holding, not of slave-hunting, and, m 
my opinion, that Treaty of 1S77 will never be carried out m 
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I cannot see why France could object if we let 
her have some “say” in Eg)^pt She will thwart 
all we do there unless we do let her have a “say ” 

We make up with Turkey by this action, and she 
would aid us to prevent Eg)^pt being annexed by 
any other Power 

Remember we have no time to lose—that we 
must make our choice at once—and that choice 
must be one of a strong decisive kind, with no 
shifting hopes of something turning up Our 
expedition is very ticklish, very expensive, and 
bitterly 7 mrc 7 nnuc 7 'aiwc 

If once our men get sickly up here, and our 
progTamme is a skedaddle, the consequences might 
be most disastrous The skedaddle programme 
would cool all the people against us, and strengthen 
the Mahdi immensely, and then there is no way to 
avoid the heats, unless by the skedaddle pro¬ 
gramme, but if you agree with the Turks, jou 


Cairo as to slave holding ”— Guiaal Goidoiis tckgram io St> E 
Barmg, iccavcd at Cairo Feb 21, 1884, Egypt 12, No 132 —Ed 
“ Let it be knovvn to you all that I hav e been appointed, in 
concert between the Khedive’s Gov eminent and the Gov ernment 
of Great Britain, Governor-General of the whole Soudan, and the 
Soudan has now become an independent State, to govern itself 
mthout the interv'ention of the Eg)"ptian Government in any v\ ay 
w'hatever”— General Gordon's Pioclamation to All the Notabhs 
and Inhabitants in the Soudan, Feb 13, 1S84—Ed 

General Gordon is here probably quoting tlie views of 
Herbm, the French Consul — Ed 
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avoid the heats and the skedaddle programme, 
and have people with ) ou 

1 hope I am not going down to History as being 
the cause of this expedition, foi I decline the 
imputation The. ttjcdifion conics vp io deliver ihc 
garnsoiii'^ I think it would lead well in history 
“ Her Majestj'^’s Government having accepted duties 
in Eg}"pt, and consequently in the Soudan, sent up 
a force to restore tianquillity, vhich, having been 
done. Her hlajesty’s Goxernment handed over that 
government of the Soudan to the Sultan ” 

Our people may try as they like, they can never 
govern Hg}’pt and pay the interest, combine with 
France, and let down the interest to 3 per cent, 
which we cannot do without I'rance agreeing 

As for any of the men m Cairo now pretending to 
govern, it is useless , they know nothing of, and 
have no S3mipathy with, the countr}'’ What can 
they know of the country, sitting at Cairo ^ What 
the people want, is half taxes, and Censors going 
through provinces remedying evils Do away with 
Wood’s armj'’, an useless expense Do away 
with three-fourths of European employes, railwa}'’, 
&c , &c—cormorants ■—ditto Gendarmerie 

Though, as sliown in a previous note. General Gordon was 
right in assuming no expedition m ould have been sent had he not 
been in ICartoum with Steiiart, he is also riglit in saving, “ The 
expedition comes up to deliver the garrisons,” for the avowed 
policy declared in the instructions of Her Majesty’s Government 
to Lord Wolseley was that steps iverc to be taken to insure the 
safe retreat of the Egyptian troops and civil employes — Ed 
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I shall send out three men in different directions 
to morrow to Debbeh, with further notifications that 
three steamers, and each with two field-guns, are at 
Metemma, Shendy, 150 miles from Ambukol, which 
is 35 miles higher up river than Debbeh, waiting 
orders of expeditionary force, and saying Cuzzi's 
baggage is to be searched I have now done all 
I can In ten days’ time I shall send a steamer to 
Metemma with further information The attempt 
to fire the magazine has made me vicious with the 
people No one in from Arabs to-day Query, 
ominmcs ' 

October 4—The boiler will be put in the new 
steamer (sister to Abbas) to-day She will be ready 
for sea m six da3^s 

Report from Cassim el Mousse late last night 
Arabs say Sheikh el Obeyed meditates an attack 
on Halfeyeh The trouble these Snaggyeh have 
given us is beyond description 

Ibrahim Bey Ruckdi, loq Lutraim “He called 
for me at (9 p ) 3 ’ in the night; he bullied me to 
work Can you imagine such a thing ^—it is pre¬ 
posterous He flew at me like a tiger, because 
I showed he was unreasonable It is Bairavi too 
can you imagine such a thing ^ ” 

Azoaan, Arabi’s clerk, has been telling, in the 
town, that the letters I got saying, “ Her Majesty’s 
troops are advancing,” were Avritten by him and 
sent down, and then returned. There is an evident 
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wish to take off his head , but I think he is more fool 
than knave, and shall try and resist the wish of town 
Saleh Pasha’s son telegraphed to me he wanted 
to come and see me I answered he might come or 
go^ as he liked He said, what did I mean by 
“go^” I was much tempted to say, “ Go to yotcr 
father., who is in chains with Mahdi,” but resisted 
temptation, and said, “ Go out of telegraph station ” 

I had to send down ten barges for those creatures 
at 10 p.M last night (See p 185 ) 

No spies in this morning, people will begin to 
believe AAvaan’s statement, that he it was who 
wrote the letters (I pretended to have had) from 
the English 

A woman just in says there is a report with the 
Arabs that the English are at Dongola, that a 
steamer and four nuggars, with English, are at 
Berber (^) (I expect she has mixed up Stewart’s 
steamer and boats with her story) , that the Arab 
chief of Berber has sent for help, which has not yet 
been sent him 

One of those large shells was blown up by a boy 
treading on it, it does not appear to have hurt him , 
It was m the group of date palms opposite to the 
Palace 

I confess the shells do not seem so very destruc¬ 
tive Perhaps they are too deeply buned, how¬ 
ever, they have frightened people 

A small boy and five men escaped from the Arabs 
and came in The Mahdi, with Europeans, is at 
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Schatt, he means to come to Omdurman They 
corroborate that some troops went back to Obeyed 
to put down the rising of tribes 

The boiler has been successfully put m the small 
steamer 

It IS odd how quick the blacks, by instinct, know 
how to avoid the effects of the shells, by throwing 
themselves on the ground when they hear the fizz 
of the quick-match, they all do it, and thus have 
escaped Of course it would not do m an assault. 
The little black chap never ran so fast as he did 
when he got up after the explosion, never looking 
behind him He went to two black sluts, who had 
been alarmed at the noise, and explained the 
opening of the ground, &c, with a good deal of 
gesticulation They had a sort of Medghss^^ on 
the subject whether it was not time to return home, 
and pick no more grass, after such dreadful things 
had happened, and which ended m their doing so, 
carefully avoiding the scene of the accident 

I expect these improvident people killed over 
looo sheep and goats at their Bairam , the report is 
that it exceeds that number 

There is no doubt there will be a fearful famine 
m this country next year, for there are vast districts 
lying desert which were formerly cultivated 

The party which went to Jaila, the village north 
of Halfeyeh which the Arabs had attacked, have 
come back with the rescued families, and twenty- 
Court of Enquiry —Ed 
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live cows captured from the so-called rebels 
(Quer)'', Who are the rebels, wc or ihc Arabs f) 
(To-day is the 206th day we have been more or less 
shut up Delightful life ' I wonder what Azotus 
[Ashdod] felt with its twenty-nine years blockade 

Ociobcr 5 —Two men and a boy came in from 
the Arabs, and leport that the hlahdi has made a 
small advance towards Omdurman Little else of 
import The) saj'^ Hussein Pasha Khalifa, Saleh 
Pasha, Slatin, and all the Europeans are with the 
jMahdi, that Koidofan is in turmoil , that the Arabs 
say the}'’ will wait till they can collect a lot of men, 
and then will attack the lines 

If you do not arrange with the Turks you will 
not get out of the countr}'^ for a year, and it will 
cost you twelve millions, and probably then you 
will have to fall back on the Turks Whereas if 
you arrange with the Turks you can get out in 
Januar}'-, and it will cost you seven millions, in¬ 
cluding the two millions you give the Turks Truly 
this black sister “ Soudan ” has avenged her white 
sister “ Eg}'pt ” 

A scorpion in bath sponge this morning It 
stung me upon the finger I murdered it, and so 
am quits I wondei whether any analysis has been 
made of the scorpion’s and the cobra’s poison This 
IS the sixth time I have been stung 

A sheikh of the neighbourhood came in, and says 
This forecast is in a fair nay of being fulfilled —Ed 
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a short time ago a Frenchman came up with two 
Arabs from Dongola to the hlahdi The hlahdi 
could not make it out, and asked wFy he came. 
The man said he had come up to salute the 
Mahdi The Mahdi being suspicious impnsoned 
him for seven days, and then let him out He was 
in a Dervish dress It is said he spoke to Saleh 
Pasha and to Slatm in secret, upon which the 
Mahdi separated these turn, and put them in open 
arrest (is this Rochefort hly informant says he 
denied to the iMahdi that the English were in 
Dongola, but told Slatin and Saleh Pasha that they 
were there This man is with the Mahdi now, and 
is free It might be Renan,^^ the author of the ‘ Life 
of J esus,’ wFo in his last publication takes leave of 
the world, and is said to have gone into Africa, not 
to re-appear again He was a Roman Catholic 
priest originally, is a great Arabic scholar, and 
evidently a very* unhappy and restless man 

I met him once in the rooms of the Royal Geo¬ 
graphical Society one afternoon, and I remember 
the Secretaiy'’ proposing to him to go up to the top 
of that high house ' to see the obsen.mtoiy' Renan 
dechned He looked bored and weary^ in being 
made a hero of, and when Sir R Alcock introduced 
me to him, I suppose he saw my look of com¬ 
miseration for his trials, and was civil to me 
I have often thought we might meet again What 
a fearful infliction hero-worship is to its victim. 
It seems pretty clear that this is Ohner Pam. 
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I think It a great impertinence to praise a man to 
Ins face It implies you arc his superior, for the 
greater praises the smaller, and though that may 
be the case, it is not neccssar}'- to announce it to the 
smaller Supposing one is ivnnkled and grey- 
haired, it is satire to say you are smooth-skinned, 
&c , &c , and beautiful, and so it must be with every 
man who knovs himself and vho is praised—en¬ 
durance, self-denial, and twaddle—one would have 
bolted like a lamplighter if one could, and one 
could have stood the after criticism 

on going to the trenches before Sevastopol 
fell out, and said he would not go down The 
colonel put him under arrest He Avas in a Avay 
more plucky to do this than to go to the trenches 
Self-sacrifice IS that of a nurse—ignored (and “paid,” 
of course, Avhat can she Avant more ') No one goes 
into ecstacies over her self-denial 

If It IS Renan he aviU not appro\'-c of the pepper 
system The man says the Mahdi Avas perfectly 
astounded at this Frenchman’s appearance, and did 
nothing but question him “ Wh}'’ do you come 
here ^ ” &c , &c If he comes to the lines, and it is 
Renan, I shall go and see him, for, AAfiiatever one 
may think of his unbelief in our Lord, he certainly 
dared to say Avhat he thought, and he has not 
changed his creed to save his life 

A black mother and her tAvo sons have come in, 
and say the Mahdi is at Jura Hadra, twenty-five 

I 
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miles south of Dueni The woman was delighted 
to see herself in the mirrors, and grinned and 
smirked at her reflections 

Spies say Nuehr Bey Angara has been sent back 
by the Mahdi to Obeyed, to put down the rising of 
the tribes, if he would only rise himself, for he is an 
old friend of mine, the Mahdi would be cut off from 
Obeyed and be in a bad way 

The steamer Bordecn is back from Halfeyeh 
We chose to regard Greece, Spam, Turkey, 
Mexico, and other lands, as debtors and bankrupts 
We did not attempt to saddle the rulers, personally, 
with the debts of these countries—excepting in the 
case of Egypt and Ismail Pasha (z c , we did not 
turn out the rulers of those states, while we did 
turn out Ismail), of course it is easy to put it down 
to his ill-faith I expect the rulers of those other 
states were guilty of far worse faith It is the 
custom to say we acted in the interests of the 
oppressed fellaheen, but what have the fellaheen 
gained up to the present time ^ Where are those 
millions to come from I have talked of ^ 

Let us consider dispassionately the state of affairs 
Does Her Majesty’s Government consider they are 
responsible for the extrication of the Soudan 
garrisons and Cairo inhabitants^ We can only 
judge that Her Majesty’s Government does recog¬ 
nise this responsibility, for otherwise why did they 
send me up, and why did they relieve Tokar^ 
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Once this rcsponsibilit}^ is assumed, I see no outlet 
for it but to relieve the gariisons, coUtc qnc codtc 
It may be said that the object of the present 
expedition is for my relief posonally But how is 
it possible for me to go away and leave men whom I 
have egged on to fight for the last six months ^ 
How could I leave after encouramnsx Sennaar to 
hold out ^ No one could possibly Avish me to do 
so No Government could take the responsibility 
of so ordering me Tliere is this difiRculty perhaps 
it would be patriotic to bolt, but even 7 /1 could get 
V 7 y DJind to do it, I doubt if it is possible to get my 
body out of this place Had Baring said in March, 
‘‘ Shift for yourself as best )OU can,” which he could 
have done, the affair could have been arranged, and 
we could have bolted to the Equator, but, if you 
look over my telegrams,) ou will see I ask him what 
he Avill do, and he never answered The people 

Not received from the Government witli these Journals 
1C ft European Consuls came to me to-day with the question 
whetlier Kartoum was menaced I replied that it was not so, 
directly, but ilnt the road to Berber was threatened They 
asked me if I could lielp them to go to Berber I replied ‘ Yes ^ 
There is no doubt that when these Europeans leave, it will be a 
most significant sign to the people in this town and in the 
provinces that no assistance is likely to come to Kartoum 
Under these circumstance^, what do you recommend me to say in 
order to neutralise the ill-effects of their departure ?— Gaieral 
Gordon to Sir Evelyn Barings Kartoum^ Mm ch 9,1884, ii 30 pm 
Eeeypt^ No 12 (1884), Inclosurc m No 242 

‘‘You know exactly the position of the different garrisons so 
far as I can explain it, and that there is no probability of the 

L 2 
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had not then endured any privation, and I was, as 
it were, not much engaged to them , but now it is 


people rallying round me, or of paymg any attention to my 
Proclamation 

If you mean to make the proposed diversion to Berber (of 
British troops), and to accept my proposal as to Zebehr, to mstal 
him m the Soudan and cAacuate, then it is worth, while to hold on 
to Kartoum 

“ If, on the other hand, you determine on neither of these 
steps, then I can see no use m holding on to Kartoum, for *t is 
impossible for me to help the other gamsons, and I shall onlj be 
sacnncing the i\hole of the troops and £mpIo}cs here 

In this latter case, your instructions to me had better be that 
I should evacuate Kartoum, and, v.ith all the employes and 
troops, remo\e the seat of go^emment to Berber You Tvould 
understand that such a step would mean the sacnfiang of all 
outlymg places except Berber and Dongola 

“ You must give a prompt reply to this, as e\ en the retreat to 
Berber may not be in my po^^er in a few days, and, e\en if 
earned out at once, the retreat nail be of extreme difficulty 

“ I should have to leave large stores, and nine steamers nhich 
cannot go dornn Eventual!}, some question would anse at 
Berber and Dongola, and I may utterly fad m gettmg the Cairo 
employes to Berber 

‘‘ If I attempt it, I could be responsible onl} for the attempt to 
do so 

Once the ilahdi is m Kartoum, operations against him mil 
be 1 ery arduous, and will not serve Sennaar and Kassala ” 


Kartoum^ March g, 18S4, n 40 P M 
“ If the immediate evacuation of Elartoura is determined upon, 
irrespectn e of outl}nng towns, I would propose to send down all 
the Cairo emplo)& and nhite troops with Colonel Stewart to 
Berber, nhere he would an ait vour orders I nould also ask 
Her Majest)^s Goi emment to accept the resignation of my com- 
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diffcient, especially as we have communicated with 
Sennaar 

No one can judge the waste of monej' and 
expense of life m the piesent expedition—it is an 
utter waste of both—but it is simply due to the 
indecisions of our Government Had they said 
from the first, “We do not care—we will do nothing 
for the garrisons of the Soudan, they ma)'’perish , had 
they not relieved Tokar, had they not telegraphed 
to me as to the force to iclicvc me {vide tclegiams, 
5th Ma3^ from Suakin , 29th April, from Massowah). 
Had the} telegiaphed (when liaring telegraphed to 
Cu77i 29th March, vhich arrived here saying, 
“ No British troops are coming to Berber, negotia¬ 
tions going on about opening road-—Graham was 
about to attack Osman Digna"), "■SHIFT FOR 
YOURSELF," why, nothing could have been said , 
but Her Majesty’s Government would not say they 
were going to abandon the garrisons, and therefore 
“ shift for yourself" It is that which has hampered 


mission, and I would take .all steamers and stores up to the 
Equatonal and Balir Gazelle Provinces, and consider those 
provinces as under the King of the Belgians 

“ You w'ould be able to retire all Cairo employes and white 
troops w'lth Stew'art from Berber to Dongola, and thence to AVady 
Haifa 

“If yOu, therefore, determine on the immediate evacuation of 
Kartoum, this is my idea If you object, tell me 

“It IS the only solution that I can see if the immediate 
eiacuation of Kartoum, irrespective of the outljnng towns, is 
determined upon ”— Ibid —Ed 
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us so much. On the one hand, if I bolted I deserted 
them (Her ^Majesty’s Government); on the other 
hand, by sta3'ing I have brought about this expedi¬ 
tion Barinof grave me distinct orders not to go to 
the Equator vrithout the permission of Her Z\Iaje5t)*’s 
Government {vide telegrams -with Stewart s journal) 

I do not question the pohc}* of Her !Majest}'s 
Government in not keeping the Soudan It is a 
wretched countr}*, and not worth keeping I do not 
pretend even to judge the policy of letting the 
garrisons, See , Sic . perish , but I do say. I think that 
Her ^Majesty’s Government ought to have taken 
the bold step of speaking out and sa3'ing, SHIFT 
FOR YOURSELF'’ m March, when I could 
have done so, and not now, when I am in honour 
bound to the people after six months’ bothering 
warfare Xot onH did Baring not sa3' “ S/Jfi Jar 
j) onrsdf,' but he put a A'eto upon m3' going to the 
Equator— vide his telegrams in Stewart's Journal. 
I sa3* this because no one deplores more the waste 
of mone3' and life in this expedition, and no one 
can realise its difficulties better than m3'5elf, but, 
owing to what has past, owing to indecision we 
are in for it, and the onl3- thing now to do is to 

“ I have receh ed Tourtelegnm of the gti mst infornimciioe 
that you hare received a letter from General Gordon mom vrhich i: 
appears that that oScer contemplates proceeding to Eahr Gaaele 
and the Equatorial Provmces. I have to state that Her hlajesty 5 
Government are of opinion taar General Gordon should not at 
present go beyond Kano am.— Ear' Gram 'Er ij Sir E Bar r-. 
Ech iiir, 1SS4. Egi/.', N 12 Nc a.—E d 
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•see how to get out of it, with honour and the least 
expense possible—and I see no other way than by 
giving the countr)'’ to the Turks I am not raising 
difficulties, or being cantankerous, I wish most 
sincerely I was out of the place, where from 
February I have had no peace The question is 
how to do so I may be wrong, but I have a 
stiong suspicion that much rejoicing () 'per¬ 

haps a liltic for my personal, but a good deal for 
my official safety) would have taken place in official 
circles had 1 appeared in the wuth Stewart, 

but It Avas not even physically possible, and I should 
have been a disgraced man for ever had I been 
able to do so and had done it Besides Avhicli, we 
were entirely m doubt as to the intentions of Her 
Majesty’s Government as to letting the garrisons 
slide or not I mmht have been tried for desertingf 
my post, and for letting the steamers and stores fall 
into the hands of the JNIahdi, for that was certain 
w'lthin five days of my quitting the place What I 
suspect or do not suspect, would not justify me in my 
action, and, as it turns out, my suspicions were wrong, 
for after Stew'art left, I hear a British force is coming 
up—of course it is a query what is it coming up 
for? If for ihe garusons, then I have done what 
the Government wants, for I have kept the city, if 
for me, then I have done wrong, for I should have 
come down at all costs, but in one case great 
inconvenience would have been mven, while m 
the other it is only my life—and if it is for me the 
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expedition comes, it would be better to tell me, 
“ Shift for yourself, we do not mean to extricate the 
garrisons ”—m which case perhaps we may find an 
issue—at any rate the people will know exactly the 
state of affairs, and our Government will not be 
exposed to an unnecessary expense and danger m 
sending troops up here for ME I should consider 
Her Majesty’s Government were completely exone¬ 
rated from all responsibility with respect to myself 
if they sent me that order, “ Shift for yonrsef, we 
do not mean to extricate the garrisonsJ I should 
make my arrangements, and (telling the people how 
I am situated, with no hope of relief for them), 
should make a bolt to the Equator in six weeks’ 
time There would be no dishonour in that, for, as 
I had no relief coming, the only sequel of my staying 
with them would be to be a prisoner with them, and 
in fact my presence would only exasperate the Arabs 
instead of being of any good 

It may be argued. Why not retreat on Berber ^ 
I would rather not do that, for I would wish to 
show m a positive ivay that I had no part or lot 
in the abandoning of the garrisons, &c, &c, and, 
at any rate, I should save the garrisons of the 
Equator and of the Bahr Gazelle if I succeeded m 
getting away to them 

October 6 —The steamer Bordeen up the Bine 
Nile wasting a lot of ammunition on the Arab 
foraging parties No arsenals could stand this 




154 


GEXERAL GORBOy S JOURyAL 


Her jMajestj's Intelligence Department for not 
giving us any news It is not so much for m)'self 
as it IS for the townspeople 

The steamer reports that the Arabs had five 
guns It IS eHdent the Arabs mean to hold the 
Blue Nile b}- their force at Giraffe, and I dare not 
tr}* to dislodge them, they wiU then communicate 
with the Sheikh el Obeyed’s force, and eventualh’ 
come down upon Shoboloha or thereabouts , while 
the !Mahdi, coming to Omdurman, will circle us in, a 
second time 

Owins[- to a discovered intrigue and the risk of 
haHng too much power in the hands of one man, I 
have sent Ibrahim Ruckdi to iMalia as chief clerk, 
and Gugliz Bey of IMalia is made my chief clerk. 
Nothing like change of air for these fellows 

o o 

As interesting to Stewart, I will mention the 
intngue He knows of the letters which came, 
accusing Ibrahim Ruckdi of venalit}'. AVell, a 
IMedgliss was held, and iMahomet Bey Agad was 
found guilt}' of sending the letters I did not care 
to push the matter, for, in my belief, Agad was 
right m his accusation, although he had no right to 
write anon^Tnously Of course the ^ledgliss found 
him guilty, as evety Eg^-ptian jNIedgliss does even' 

General Gordon’s chief complaint against the Intelligence 
Department was that they spent no money in brihmg natives to 
try and get messages tnrough to K artonm had they done so, 
many he held, would have volunteered, and some must have 
succeeded —Ed 
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one sent before it, so 1 tempoiised and hinted to a 
third person that it \\ould be well if Ibrahim asked 
pardon of Agad , this hint, being of course a sort 
of order, he took , but I noticed he was a\ orking 
against Agad , and ) esterday he came with a paper 
against Hassan Agad the Sandjak, putting it for¬ 
ward as Ferratch Pasha’s idea to turn Hassan 
Agad out I thought ovei it, and it worried me, 
the viciousness of the man , but I took no action 
However, to-day, as I told him to write another 
order about the troops saluting me by stopping in 
the road and sajmg he vas responsible for it, he 
said, as he turned aw ay, in an impertinent manner, 
“ Am I Commandant of troops ^ ” He w^as brought 
back, and, nose to grindstone, was sent to Maha, 
and Gughz Bey w'as brought up to chief clerkship 
I owm I am suspicious, 'i c, \ judge by the eye, 
by little signs, &c , for I do not know the language , 
but I cannot help thinking I am more often right 
than WTong wnth my suspicions One comes on a 
group of clerks, heads all together, in the chief 
clerk’s room, one sees disturbed countenances at 
once I cannot help thinking “ You are concocting 
devilry I ” and I look out for some “ incks ” 

Another soldier escaped here from the Arabs, 
and says the Mahdi is at Jura Hadra, and intends 
coming to Omdurman He does not appear to think 
the Arabs care for the English advance, though 
they know they are at Dongola, “a far cry,” they 
say, to Kartoum. They consider Hicks’s defeat w^as 
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one over the English troops One thing is good, 
VIZ , that the Arabs came down to Giraffe, for if they 
stay there, when the British do come they will fall 
easy victims without any long march inland It 
certainly does seem astounding that the Arabs seem 
so confident when a British force is only 150 miles 
from them, which is the case, for that distance of 
150 miles alone separates the three steamers from 
Debbeh, which has a waterway to Dongola, and the 
place the three steamers are at, has a waterway 
to Kartoum. In realit}'-, with a well-equipped force, 
Debbeh is not more than eight days’ from Kartoum 
at the outside, saying that the 150 miles were made 
in SIX and a-half days, which for camels is twenty- 
five miles a day, very easy marching, while, from 
Metemma to this is 100 miles—a day and a half for 
steamers (when I say Debbeh, I mean Ambukol, to 
which place from Debbeh ^mu have the open river) 
The appearance of one British soldier or officer here 
settles the question of relief visJi-vis the towns¬ 
people, for then they know that I have not told 
them lies. 

, The Arabs fired fourteen rounds at the Bordeen 

/ 

The shell which entered her was a Krupp , the hole 
is now repaired. 

It was an unfortunate remark of Ibrahim Ruckdi, 
“Am I Commandant of soldiers ^ ” I had dismissed 
the thought of changing him, having comforted 
myself that, one way or another, my tenure of 
office could not be long up here, when he said 
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that, it was like a matdi in powder, he was brought 
back, and made then and there to sign his dismissal 
I do not think he realised it, even after he had 
written it Even to me it was a surprise, for I really 
had given up all idea of sending him off 

The sister steamer to the Abbas will be finished, 
I hope, in four days She will be called Hussein, 
after the head of the dockyard The other one, 
also a sister steamer, will be, I hope, finished in six 
weeks, if we e\ist that time Of tlie two steamers 
at Berber with Arabs, the Fasclur and the Mon- 
suhania —the latter is reported disabled 

I have ordered Borduu to vo on the White Nile 

o 

on patrol from Kalakli to Shoboloha, the Isiuailia 
IS at Halfej'eh, Toiofihia at Omdurman. 

The Arabs, who went m numbers to Giraffe 
to-day went back to their Dem at sunset 

We have another large steamer, the C/iabccn, up 
in our dry-dock, which I hope will be soon ready for 
action 

A man came in from the Arabs, he saj^s Seyd 
Mahomet Osman has sent 300 camels to bring 
his family from Shendy to Kassala (this is a bad 
sign), he says the English have advanced towards 
Berber 

October ^—Ibrahim Ruckdi has fallen from ;,^6o 
per month to Sixteen soldiers with their arms 

came m to-day from the Arabs, also one slave, they 
had not much to say Arabs had three guns against 
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morning quite reminded me of old times The 
Arabs fired a good deal at the lunaways 

Some of the officers are \ ery anxious to go out 
against the Arabs, but I do not see it We are not 



safe off the river banks, and there is no good risking 
matters , besides which, we can never, with our force, 
give them a crushing defeat, which will alone settle 
the question , and we might, by a small defeat, dnve 
them into the desert, where one could not reach 
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them if other troops come up We are now thus 
placed (see Map), and m four days I shall have four 
steamers betv’^een Shoboloha and Kalakla In a 
month I hope two more steamers will be ready: 
total, nine Arabs have two at Berber, one at Wad 
el Medinet, of those at Berber only one is fit for 
work, the Faschcr 

I will mention a secret in all Egj’-ptian admi¬ 
nistrations, ie, if you give an order, it is totally 
inefficient m three days’ time if not repeated again 
and asrain at intervals, it seems as if its essence 
evaporated in the heat of these countries The 
officers would laugh you to scorn if you said, “ Why, 
I gave a standing order respecting this or that ” It 
would be to them perfectly ridiculous and absurd to 
expect a “ standing order ” to be obeyed, unless re¬ 
peated at intervals In most services, standing orders 
are regarded, but certainly not in Egj^pt, this is the 
reason why all those beautiful proclamations and 
laws issued by the control and their successors, are 
dead letters after ten days, they are constructed for 
the European Press What is needed, is continual 
hammering at seeing your orders obeyed. Saleh 
Pasha sent a man in with a message to me “ IMahdi 
is coming with 40,000 men, etc , etc, etc ” This 
is all rubbish. All Kordofan could not produce this 
number, and if it could, the countr}’’ could not 
support them in food for five days. 

Fearful row to-night because, after one-and-a-half 
days’ warning, the Bordeen was going to start 
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for Halfeyeh, no soldiers were found on board, and 
this after repeated orders to Ferratch Pasha Men 
may say what they like, but one is bound to lose 
one’s temper in such cases This is the story Saleh 
Pasha’s man tells “ Mahdi with 40,000 men is 
coming to Omdurman, and will take it, he will then 
plunge into the nver and take Kartoum before the 
English come ” I reply that “ the Mahdi is not a 
fool to think that b}'’ plunging into the river he will 
take Kartoum, neither can he have 40,000 men with 
him Put Saleh Pasha's messenger into chains as a 
spy of the enemy” We have spies direct from 
the Mahdi’s camp, who say “ he has not 3000 with 
him ” This business was going at the same time as 
my row with Ferratch Pasha—certainly one is not 
on a bed of roses m this place 

October %th — One soldier who escaped this 
morning, reports that the Arabs are funous at the 
desertions of yesterday Saleh Pasha’s messenger 
(spoken of yesterday), on being put in chains, ac¬ 
knowledges his statement is all fudge about Mahdi’s 
40,000 men, &c , &c 

A sergeant escaped from the Arabs , he says the 
Arabs sent up about 200 black soldiers to Mesala- 
mieh to get grain, and they escaped to Sennaar, 
that Waled a Goun meditates coming over, with 
two guns, to the old Dem, which was previously 
occupied by the son of Sheikh el Obeyed, on the 
north side, near Halfeyeh, which, if he does, will be 
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a great bore for as The Ivlabdi is at Jura Hacra: 
that a man had come from near Berber to sav the 
expedition rras adTancing’ torrards that place. One 
has neard so much of this sort of retort that taken 
mith the report of bValed a Gcnn coming to Hai- 
feyeiu one is inclined to donbt it, for he rrotild not 
be Lkely to do that if it rras tree abort the expedi¬ 
tion at Berber. 

Sent out spy from Haifeyeh torrards Shendy. 
hatever mar* happen I hope it rrill be pnt to 
our credit that rre ^mue vo'u the -dffrr sreamer. 
and placed three steamers at yo*ur disposal at 
Zvietemma.—^rrhen, if rre had them, rre might have 
cut the route betrresn Jura on lefr bank of the 
Xile, and Fakir Ibraham on the right bank of the 
Xile,—^besides using "up 350 soldiers of cur meagre 
garrison in the equipages of these steamers*! 
Truly the indecision of cur Government has been 
from a militarr* point of vierr a verr great bore, for 
v*e never could act as if independent: there rras 
alrrays the chance of the-lr taking action, rrhich 
hampered us. 

Take the Tokar easiness: had Balrer been sup¬ 
ported by, say. 5C0 men he rrcald not have been 
defeated * yet afrer he rras defeated, yea go and 
send a force to relieve the tor**n. Had Baker been 
supported by these 500 men. he r7c*ulc. in all proba- 
bllitr* have been r*ictor:ouS and -rculd bar*e pushed 
on to Berber, and once there, Berber rrcald not have 
fallen. bYhat rras mght to do in J/a;v-'. rras right 
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to do in Fthi nary We sent an expedition in 
]\Iarcli, so we ought to have sent it in February , 
and then, the worst of it was, that Baker, having 
been defeated, ^aJicii yon did send yonr expedition to 
Tokar, Baker’s force no longer existed, and his 
guns resist me at Berber It is truly deplorable, 
the vaste of men and mone}^ on account of our 
indecision Baker’s expedition ought never to have 
been pushed forward, unless by small stages, sup¬ 
ported by forts It had not more than fifteen or 
twenty miles to go, and that distance ought to be, 
so to say, sapped Take your present expedition, 
I do not know {phanks to that Intelligence Depart- 
incnt the details, but it seems to me that till 
20th August, or thereabouts, we were supposed to 
be quietly disposed of, but about that date our 
resurrection occurred, and then, “ Let us have an 
expedition at once, and send for Wolseley ” Had 
the men at Wady Haifa (Duncan) been told in 
March (when he came up to Assouan) to make 
Napes up to Dongola, they would have been all 
ready for the expedition now Personally, I do not 
care, but I think what a perfect mess we would be 
in, in an European war I am convinced Wood, 
the Sirdar, and many others, foresaw what was 
likely to happen, but they did not consider they 
were called upon to make a row about it (Plu¬ 
tarch’s Lives are out of print in our generation , we 
do not like to be what club men call insubordinate, 
though, of all insubordinates, the club men are the 
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i\Iarch, and see how he answered me it was as 
if I was amusing myself up here And then that 
light-hearted fellow Egerton adds to it that 
I am in (Capua) '' What are your intentions in 
staying at Kartoum ^ I should like to see some 
explanation why no efforts were made for the of 
the gai nsons before August {iiot my relief') Berber 
A\as known to have fallen in March , it may be said 
the season was not good, then why in June does 
Egerton tell me to make coiiiracts ^ I hope 
Stewart will cut out all this biliousness 

9PM Telegraph cut 'loith Halfcych This cor¬ 
roborates rather what this man who came in to-day 

General Gordon lo Sir K Banng, Llarch ist —Re policy 
I maintain firmly policy of eventual evacuation, but I tell you 
plainly it is impossible lo get Cairo employes out of Kartoum 
unless the Go\ernment helps in the 'way I told you ”—Inclosure i 
;// No 229, No 12 tn Blue Book No 12 

Sir E\ el}Ti Banng replies m a telegram dated March 2nd, 1884 — 
ha\c received your eleven telegrams of the last four days on 
matters of general policy I am most anxious to help and support 
}OU in every ^\ay, but find it \ery difficult to understand exactly 
Mhat you 'want I think your best phn will be to reconsider the 
^\hole question carefully and then state to me in one telegram 
uhat It IS you recommend, &c ” 

Earl Granville to Mr Egerton, April, 23rd, 1884 —“Gordon 
should be at once informed by several messengers that ive 
do not propose to supply him "with Turkish or other force for the 
purpose of undertaking military expeditions, such being beyond 
the scope of the commission he holds, and at vanance with the 
pacific policy which was the purpose of his mission to the 
Soudan, that, if with this knowledge, he continues at Kartoum, 
he should state to us the cause and intention with which he so 
continues’'— Egypt^ No 12 (1884), 36— Ed 
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said, i.c. that the Arabs neditate coming again to 
the Dem, north of this torrn Trhich Triii be a 
trouble—^it mill be the bemnnin^' of a second 
blocltade and I hope the Ia:i. for I declare I do 
not thinli I could go through a third f/rrbcdh— 
siege is too great a rrord for it 


Octoia’ 9 —Telegraph repaired rrirh Hanepeb. 
The Arabs came dorm on the lines rrim tro guns 
and exchanged some shots rrith our neoole. Oni" 


kvaste oi 


iittom 


One soldier escaped from the Arabs to-day. He 
came from Sheilm el ObepeA He says Acrr ha*'e 
got the gun rrhich rras cantured at Katarif. 

The Arabs fired seventeen shells this mcmicg. 
but did no harm. 

Tho:z cJ: ! I vrhl bach them to tm* a man's 

patience more sorely than any other neonie in tne 
vrhole rrorlA yea and in me Undveme. It is no use 
detahir.g their enoriS. I have norr sent Idcussa Be" 
dorm to Halfeveh. I read" "nelleve that thev md tv' 


le patience of the Arabs, mom. ail I bear: for 


Arabs frequenPy mcugbt o: putting mem. to tne 
srrorA snd I can quite imagine Arabs naving mis 
thought, from the vrear and tear mmr have given me. 
Of coursa me omcer cn the lines retorts masses 


OI Arats runen to-oay. 
Shebth el Oheved imied 


me pnscners ne toc.-i 


<7rno mere mmat.tants oi rvartoum.^ m .iano: 


Ad s celea' 






:ave crc^ 
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■which I laughed again Then came the Ulemas, "unth 
the to'wn petition I can quite imagine when men 
have bnbed the chief clerk A to be favourable, 
that it is a bother to have to sfo through the same 
process with chief clerk B on A’s being turned out, 
it upsets all calculations Ruckdi will return to 
Cairo with Tongi 

“ See-saw,“ see-saw, why it is enough to kill a 
fellow. I can’t keep my eyes open I would give a 
shilling to have an hour’s sleep ' Yes, of course, yoii 
say It IS close at hand, jjw black devil “I know 
your Kareh means at least three hours more ” “ Give 
you the water-botde ^ I can’t I don’t dare to touch 
the rope of this long-necked brute. Hullo there is 
some one come a cropper Rifle, ‘ broken,’ of course, 
It IS, you cannot fall from a precipice without its 
being broken ” “HU stop ' Catch hold of the brute , 
the machufat, as you call it, is slipping round Can’t 
you stop the brute (noise of a body falling), well, 
there is an end of it I will walk now sooner than 
embark again on the ship of the desert Am I 
hurt ^ Oh, no, of course not, rather enjoyed sensa¬ 
tion. Walks half a mile, boots full of sand, and tnes 
it again ”—Scene m Desert Explorations in Central 
Africa, by Her h'lajesty’s Army 

The machufats ^ will slip forward, and camels will 
object to people riding on their long necks; they 

-- Supposed remarts of Bntish soldiers crossing the deseit 
upon camels 

Saddles— Ed 
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are well. Let me know tf I can do anything for 
you.” 

I think, in the interests of the Telegraph De¬ 
partment, Floyer ought to make officers pay for 
telegrams like this intercepted one 

A man came in from the Arabs on the South 
Front He says the Arabs have imprisoned the 
regular troops with them , that the regulars want to 
make a rush for our lines and to escape to us 

A boy came in four days absent from the hlahdi’s 
camp, which is at a place opposite Gitana He 
says the Mahdi is moving along the left bank to¬ 
wards Omdurman, and that he has with him all tlie 
Europeans, Elias Pasha, and Slatin, that he will 
try and take the place before the advance of the 
English, who are said to be near Berber Kordofan 
IS quiet The I\Iahdi has about three to four thou¬ 
sand with him The Mahdi says he will cross the 
river dry-foot—by a miracle 

Sent for the Isinaiha from Halfeyeh, replacing 
her by the Tozvfikia The Bordecn, down the river, 
will go to the same place on her return Somehow 
this advance of the Mahdi has raised my spirits, 
nothing is more dead-like to be shut up as we have 
been, now, at any rate, a month will see him vic¬ 
torious or defeated, as God may will it I think he 
will try and negotiate, for, of course, Hussein Pasha 
Khalifa, has told him I had a Firman enabling 
me to give up the country if I found some one to 
take It 
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“ Kuchcncr to Chcrmsiclc—Ilunah’ Capital 
news' ']'hc Maluli has on tlic hip' lie has 
tjonc to Omclurman Ilottleil htii; up now ' Wc 
will ha\e no more impertinent remarks about the 
Intelligence Deiiartmeins Donq’ola illuminated ' 
Regular feast of lanterns' Wish )ou were here, 
old fellow , hope )ou are well ' Can I, &c, &c ” 

I declare Tloier ought to make them pay for 
these telegrams—intercepted and brought liere 
. “ Well after a long night comes the dawm, 

this IS somewhat better news I confess I w'as 
never much taken up with Livingstone’s explora¬ 
tions, and I never would have believed any one, if 
he had told me 1 should be carrying out these explo¬ 
rations with a llritish army One must not be un¬ 
grateful, but one may be permitted the remark wh}' 
that Mahdi did not mov^e before he has quite 
spoilt ni} holiday , w’hy, dear me, in three months 
I shall be back in that bear-baiting garden again, 
being asked questions What a life' What do 
you say ^ I am sacrificing myself for my country 
Well, you arc light there, I am a martyr, if ever 
there was one ” 

The mass of people wfiio have come in from the 
Arabs, have spread far and wnde,—what is to be 
expected from the Mahdi and his Government—so 
I have no fear for the town, which I suppose has 
40,000 inhabitants in it 

The Arabs prevent all coming to me—I prevent 
none going to them—and I even give them written 
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pcimissions to go; so I gauge the fidelity of the 
people 

Small steamer got her steam up to-day, and I 
hope will be finislied m three days, ai med and in 
action 

I feel sure that the Mahdi comes with the Idea 
of negotiating, if so, and one can have reason¬ 
able hope of success as to the extiication of the 
garrisons, I shall negotiate—for up to the present 
time, my oiiginal instructions are not abiogated, and 
I feel sure Her Majesty’s Goveinment will not wish 
any longer campaign, than is necessary, m these parts, 
foi then honour, but it must be lemcmbcred tf, by 
negotiating, I get out the garrisons at the cost of the 
steamers, &c., &c, I must not bo blamed if in the 
future, by the cession of the steamers and warlike 
material, Egypt suffers Her Majesty’s Government 
gave me clear orders, f c, “ gel out garrisons and 
evacuate"—these oiders have not been cancelled 
and aic in force No official notice is given me of 
an advance of troops or of a change of policy, 
therefoie I am justified m acting on my original 
instructions Kitchener’s note is not sufficient to 
justify me m disobeying my legulai instructions. 
Egci ton’s telegram was not decipherable 

Oclobcr 10 .—The beginning of the year 1302 of 
the Arabs is on the 21st October On the ist, 2nd, 
and 3rd October were Hicks’s defeats The Mahdi, 
bringing all the Europeans with him, makes his 
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move look as if he vere confident of his success 
ultimately All infonnation tends to show that his 
object IS to starve us ouL If the man would only 
drop his prophet’s functions, we mi^ht come to 
terms, but he wall never do t:at I fear '\ here is 
one good thing in the Ma’-'d’s coming here—he 
will be easy of access if c,-- Go- eminent wishes to 
communicate with him' a so ii he is defeated 
there is an end of h ~ "’fo^t gomg to Kordofan 
I suppose our peop'e at D-boeh ~ jst be a ’.are of 
the whereabouts c' t"e ' lare at a-. rate 

It is an ode cc’"a*de-ae Ge ae ance of the 
!Mahdi and of t"e e ee-a" 'o'ce at the s.inie 
time, and to tre sa'-a- a’aae —ageedoa; 
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Four of the Arab Krupp shells fell m the centre 
of the town—did no harm—(regular bombardment 
of Pans), moral effect, ml 

Little steamer Husseinych trial trip to-morrow 
The Arabs will think one of the large steamers has 
been brought to bed 

One cannot help being amused at the Mahdi’s 
carrjnng all the Europeans about with him—nuns, 
priests, Greeks, Austrian officers—what a medley, 
a regular Etdt major It will be a great crow for 
Lord Wolseley if he manages to put an extinguisher 
on the Mahdi 

Cambyses, son of Cyrus of Isaiah, lost his army 
BC 525, m these deserts, 2409 years ago 

The Mussulman year 1302 begins on the anni¬ 
versary of Trafalgar “England expects" (does 
not say even “ thank you ”) “ you will do your 
duty ” 

Those who were ever quartered at Gibraltar 
will remember two despatches over the mantel¬ 
piece, Collingwood’s on Trafalgar , Wellington on 
Waterloo What a different tone m them I cannot 
help thinking the navy is more chivalrous than the 
army in all nations , they are more seriously minded, 
having gone through greater vicissitudes of danger 
I noticed flags around Faki Mustapha’s tent, and 
three women came m this evening from Waled a 
Goun’s camp, and reports that the Mahdi came to 
Omdurman to-day , but a soldier who escaped with 
his nfle came in afterwards and said the Mahdi had 




GENERAL GORDON'S JOURNAL 


177 


Blanc of it, so as to get promotion What on earth 
of importance is it to us whether the British general 
has sent 150 spies to look after roads 

The captain of the Bordccn gave the names of the 
spies sent out by the British general obtained from 
this “ important spy,” thinking, of course, I should 
be delighted These things render one perfectl)' 
furious, for, at least, twenty people Avere kept at 
work for absolutely nothing , and like a born idiot, 
there was I, on tiptoe of excitement, waiting infor¬ 
mation of the ” important spy,” to end with the 
news that “three men had been sent out by the 
British general” Had “this important spy” said 
the British general had started, it would have been 
another thing, but that is in the future, and I do not 
blame the British general for not rushing headlong 
into these deserts 

Ociobcr 11 —A sergeant-major came in at Omdur- 
man to-day, he left the Mahdi three days ago The 
IMahdi was then one day’s march from Omdurman, at 
the place Stewart met the chiefs when he Avent up 
the Nile in March The Mahdi aauII be at the camp 
Faki Mustapha to-night or to-morroAv He has 
from 2000 to 3000 regulars AAUth him, AATom he 
captured here and there Three Krupp guns and 
four mountain guns, but has a lot more mountain 
guns en route from Kordofan With the Mahdi are 
Hussein Pasha Khalifa, Saleh Pasha, Slatin, and all 
the Greeks, priests, and nuns, Avho have become 

N 
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ISIuslim A priest and a nun "n'ho refused to become 
^Muslim, he left in 0 be 3 *ed. Nuchranza is \rith him. 
He has a mixed multitude with him, who are not 
over zealous, for he has discontented the people b}* 
Ills e.xactions They have plent}' of meat, but not 
much grain The Frenchman spoken of (and sup¬ 
posed to be Renan by me) has gone away from the 
IMahdi Fighting is going on in Kordofan in the 
Gebel Xubar. Report is rife of the English being 
at Debbeh. The !Mahdi intends bombarding 
Kartoum from the other side, and tr}-ing to de¬ 
molish the Fort Omdurman The money captured 
at Berber has not 3 'et left Berber. 

Another soldier came in from "Waled a Gouns 
camp : he sa 3 's the regulars are all in chains 

The Arabs are making a fort aooo ^■ards off the 
south front. The 3 * fired eight rounds from a Krupp, 
which entered the town but did no harm 

Four shells entered the town 3 -e 5 terda 3 -—one 
slio-htlv wounded five black sluts one struck a house 
belonging to the familv of tlie Mahdi 

Small steamer's trial trip took place to-da 3 ’— 
a great success she snorts terriblv. 

Two more soldiers came in this morning from the 
Sheikh el Obe 3 -ed The 3 - sa 3 * he intends coming to 
the old Dem off the north front where the 3 ' were 
before. TheN* sa 3 ' he is not on the best of terms 
with Waled a Goun I hope sincerel}' he wiU not 
come opposite to us 

Sent out two men separately to Debbeh, with 
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notification of the arrival of his holiness the Mahdi 
at Omdurman 

Connected the Fort of Halfeyeh by telegraph to 
river bank, 1500 yards 

Moussa Bey put in charge of tire Bordeen and 
Ismaiha, and Omdurman and Mogrim 

Ferratch Pasha is made a Ferile (General of Divi¬ 
sion) I am more generous than Her Majesty’s 
Government (when a colonel, I used to make 
Generals of Division The Khedive used to tear 
his hair over it) It may be that Ferratch Pasha 
may be sold for 2 jin a fortnight, if the town is 
taken, and be carrying water for one of the Mahdi’s 
Ameers I must say I am against doctors. If a man 
IS suffering intense pain, and is in a more or less 
desperate condition, I would gave as much morphine 
as would still that pain It was the custom of the 
ancients to S[ive to those who Avere to be crucified 
a numbing potion, which is that mentioned in Matt 
xxvii 34, hlark xv 23 Our Lord would not abate, 
by mortal means, the slightest pang of His passion, 
and He would not taste it But m our Lord’s case He 
knew the object of giving Him this potion, whereas 
a patient need not knoAv it Our doctors give a 
composing draught to produce sleep, and I cannot 
see why they stop at that and do not give a draught 
to produce insensibility to pain—but I suppose they 
have rules we know not of Napoleon at Jaffa 
asked the principal medical officer a question— 
whether, with respect to the plague patients (whom 
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October 12—Post left for Metemma by Towjiha 
to-day I am almost decided to evacuate Halfeyeh, 
and put Shaggyeh, now there, at Goba ^ I dug up a 
shell yesterday which was at the foot of a lay figure 
at north side, and see that the reason of their (the 
shells) not proving fatal is that they are buried too 
deep, and their force is expended laterally—a man 
must be over them to be hurt Of course this would 
be remedied in regular warfare Were I to put them 
out again, I would lay the shells on the surface of 
the ground, hiding the fuses or ignitors, and run the 
risk of their being seen Men going to assault a 
place do not pick their steps, as if they were 
crossing a street I have ordered the concentration 
of guns on part of lines opposite to which Arabs 
bombard us I have ordered silence for the two or 
three first rounds of the Arabs, and then to give 
them some salvoes 

What with these people’s prayers, eating and 

^ Goba IS on the nght bank of the Blue Nile, to the north of 
Tuti Island, and within two miles of Kartoum — Ed 
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to him alone I know no other bird which has it 
I would give him the palm over all birds for pluck 
I have decided to bring those wretched Shaggyeh 
over to Goba, and have sent boats for them • 

I declare solemnly, that if it were not for the 
honour's sake of our nation, I would let these people 
slide, they are of the very feeblest nature, and the 
Arabs are ten times better, but because they are 
weak, there is so much more the reason to trj'^ and 
help them , fur I think it v as because we were such 
worthless creatures, that Our Lord came to deliver 
us These Shaggyeh know no shame It is an 
unknown quantity with them What a life one has 
to live I wish I commanded the Arabs (speaking 
professionally) I think it is a great shame not 
giving me Zubair Pasha, for he would know how to 
deal with these people They are the weaiiness 
of my life From February until now they have 
been one continued worry to me, and I expect they 
worried the Arabs as much 

I have decided to put the Shagg}''eh into the 
North Fort, and not to occupy Goba A slave 
came in from Kerowe , had no news The Arabs 
did not fire upon the lines to-day, so concentration 
of artillery fire on them did not come off A woman 
came into the Lines from Waled a Goun with a 
letter^ Towfikia was to have left this morning, 
but late last night, happening to go to the telegraph 
office, and asking whether she was all ready, the 
■ See p 141 “ Appendix P 
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captain replied he had no ^'ood! so there tras an 
end of her start to-dav. 

I particularly ■ndsh to ascertain how many com¬ 
munications were sent me from Cairo or elsewhere 
in Eg3*pt between the icth of March, when the 
telegraph wire was cut, and tlie present date,'* I 
hope Stewart will get this information for me and 
not be hoodwinked about it I should also much 
like the substance of those communications 

The letter was from Abou GuMiz sendino;’ in 
a woman who had before been a spy He begs 
me to become a Mussulman &c. The woman 
who brouc^ht it, saws the Mahdi comes to-niMit to 
Omdurman, and tliat he says, as soon as he comes 
I s/J/^ c 7 S< fo s' The Mahdi says he 
mil write me three letters, he will then wait for 
hvc days, and that he w ill tlien adimnce across the 
river which will dmde for him. Looking at the date 
which will be arrived at after these letters are written 
and tlic five days’ grace have e,\pired, and making 
allowances for what is meant bv the dividinsr of the 
waters, it vould brine;- the Malidis attack about the 
a 1st October tlie Xew Years day of 130a \ ir 

We hear the Arabs are perplexed, because the 
other day when they bombarded us, we did not 
ansver This was my doing to save ammunition 
The Arabs asked the regulars with them, “ vhy we 

^ i'^ovs Member of Peraime-it -rroald 

Her 5 ,or m'or’iauoa on UiiS sub.cct—E d 
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did not answei ^ ” and said they were sure the 
regulars were in communication with us We are 
now weighing the pros and cons for not answering 
the artillcr)’’ fire of the Arabs, which do us no harm 
and uses up their ammunition. By not doing so we 
do not lose the sympathies of the regulars, whereas if 
we do so ^\ e exasperate and render desperate those 
regulars We had an instance of that at Bourre, 
•where at first the regulars ^\ere well disposed 
towards us, and came o\ er in numbers , whereas 
after we had killed a lot of them they ceased to 
come in, and used to fight us with viciousness 
The woman sa}s, beyond the captured regulars, 
Arabs have no fighting force. These captured 
regulars arc mosllj’’ all blacks 

Another plol ’ In town a man was discovered 
taking out a note couched in mysterious language, 
from one of the clerks in a Government office 
With the note was T34, supposed to be a present 
to the hlahdi from Sheikh cl Islam (the blind man) 
here The efforts to square the circle are extra- 
ordmar)'’ The people here, I expect, have all 
hedged I am going to make a sort of general arrest 
to-night (similar to that made by Napoleon III 
on the night of the ist December) of all who are sup¬ 
posed to be m communication with the Mahdi 
I shall not hurt them, but shall send them out to the 
Mahdi. (Query, was it on the night of the ist and 
2nd December Napoleon took his foes prisoners, 
or on the night of the 2nd-3rd December ^ I think 
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it Tras the ni^ht of the ist-2nd December, and the 
so-called massacre haooened derincr the car of the 

— o - 

end December (^Yzde Kin^lake in ‘ Conn c'eranb 

I shall not send oat the Sheikh el Islam^ although 
he is a disgrace. I asked hlahomet Edrees. my 
senant. ‘ to become a Cnrisrian." He said ' he 
could not.’ Then I said * Why as’s; m.e to 
become a Mi.5sulman Trhen your Sheikh el Isiam is 
prepared to acknorrledge hlahomiet Achmiet as the 
hlahdi ? 5 ? :u—The arrests are out. Sheikh el 

Islam Cadi, and a host of svrells are to be kept in 
their hom.es—sixteen in ail! A good sure op ; among: 
them the hludir Achmet Bey Jeiaca. I have made 
hloussa Bey hijdir. There vill be quite a scare 
about it I have not sent any array to the hlahdi. 
The band boys are all armed, and are quite 
ferocious It vrodd 'ne a great mistake to co.m.e up 
here and thi.nk to £nd soidiers uv.vr-..v, they 
are as ccc’uy as possTle. They smut along as if 
no one mas their eqeai. The biacks are a srr’n'oom 
race • and if one stic.ks to them they mui slick to 
}Ou 7 bgr”-r has left for Metemma cf .’rr.''. 

A m.ouse has taken Stemart's piace at tahie ; she 
(mdmnc- from, her sme'ued-out antJearance) ccm.es uo 
and eats out of my piate mitheut fear. 

The r_rkey-cock .nas become so cisagreeabie that 
I had to put his head under his ming and svray 
hhm to and fro tiii he siepa The cavasses thought 
he mas dead, hat he got up and im.mediateiy ment 


j i. 
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{vrr.en I asked hkr. the caesdon as to the benent vre 
cot fron India “ ''v an nnvk* r.v c-‘‘ o*’.' nd.h'.'* 
and I saacose thas is the ansvrer that mast be civen. 


Ca*h*~n.” t^.—Ca'« c— n sortie ta^ momai^ mom 
Boarre: capCared nfteea siaves and killed thirteen 
men mho res'sted. Th.s sorde mas under Abdoal 
Handd die Sandjak of die Shag:c}'eh. We lost 
none. 

The .Arabs on Omdarman side have spread oat 
dne'r hats in a semicircie \but at a considerabie 
distanced around Omdarman on the left bank. 

5nac:g}'eh from. Haifeyeh mili be in dne Xorfh 
The Arabs cif Soath Frcnt near the 


ti^0 -in 


.1-^ iw — V 


jT crt i^Ch-cs^y. 

VOnite Xie, fred m.asi 
did no harm. 

Last n'cht ca\-aim- S~acf:}'£h captured dnree men 
V ho mere C^inp; cif to Snehah ei Obeyed frcm. 

let them, jo apmn. 

Xo def nite aems yet oi dne ardvai of d:e hlai'.di 


ca\'a-r\' some 
on h.s arri .mi 
A man 


.anaimi„ ce lu.nous v.mn mrs 
k V i.I be c'sacreeahie rems to him. 

o 

n.— 

mom tne .“vraas nas com.e .n to Omc.-r' 
tmo letters * .t is too iate to see tnem 


to-rt~r.: t/vte.e^pn : near d-at ate .man b.-o..C--t 

tmo ietters for the Co.mm.nndant at Omdurman 
Faki i'lastapha. sa^anp the Marc: mas com’-g dne 
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day after to-morrow, and inviting him to submit, 
so I have told them to send the man off again 

We are a wonderful people , it was never our 
Government which made us a great nation; our 
Government has been ever the drag on our wheels 
It IS, of course, on the cards that Kartoum is taken 
under the nose of the expeditionary force, which 
will be jii-st too late ® 

The expeditionary force will perhaps think it 
necessary to retake it, but that will be of no use, 
and will cause loss of life uselessly on both sides 
It had far better quietly return, with its tail between 
Its legs , for once Kartoum is taken, it matters little 
if the Opposition say “ You gave up Kartoum,” or 
“You gave up Kartoum, Sennaar,” &c, &c, the 
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sun will have set, people will not care much for the 
satellites England was made by adventurers, not 

8 Many of General Gordon’s “instincts” have been no less 
remarkable than many of his escapes In a telegram to Sir 
Evelyn Barmg, dated March ist, he said, “ I will do my best to 
carry out my instructions, but feel convinced I shall be caught m 
Kartoum ”— Ed 




102 


GrXERAL GORDON'S JOURN \L 


h) Its Government, and I believe it v ill only hold 
its place by adventurers. If Kartoum falls, then go 
quietly back to Cairo, for } ou v ill only lose men 
and spend money uselessly m carr}nng on the 
campaign ’ 

Ocfabi} 14/// —I have been obliged to make some 
more arrests Report in sa}’s many of the people, 
chiefs, (S:c , of Shendy come in to the thice steamers 
now at Metemma , also that the steamcis have 
been firing on the Arabs of Metemma ; leport says 
that expedition advance guaul is at Abou Hamed, 
lemainder at Meiowe , that some English arc 
coming from Kassala vith Scyd Mahomet Osman 
to Gios Rageb, that the Sakkeyci Arabs meditate 
a raid on Shoboloha tribes, Avho aic fa\ourablc to 
Government The Arabs fiied on the lines this 
morning, doing no haim. Made Eeiratch Ullah, 
who used to be at the Palace, a Mii.alh 

^ II w wouh while to nolo how readily Ikr Majcslj’s Go\crn- 
tncnl, who Ind doclmcd all General Gordon’s suggestions wdnlc 
he lncd» accepted this posthumous piece of advice —kn 

In his lid'rnbes of the Soudan/ Mr F L James gi\cs 
in aC(ounl of how ho and his parly were treated by Ala-cd-Dccn 
^nd the Hcn at ^enheit 'ihis Bey was no other than Fcrratch 
Paeha, who is ^iid to ha\c opened the gates of Kartoum ‘MVe 
liul eni:it:ed cnncls at bcnheit/’ sa}s Mr James, for some 
weeks* vhootmg m the \icmit\. On our return, a steamer was 
lerMug Ma^sowah for Suev, which we could only catch by taking 
the same cimcls on to the coast Our SIngg}ch drners ob¬ 
jected, sa\ mg the road (0 t!ic «^ea was out of their countrj', and 
their camels were tired—perfectly \alid excuses We offered 
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In ilie iwo IcUcrs," I'.ik'i Muslapha sajs Uic 
lliv^lish arc piisoncrs .il Assouan, and that the 
Aiahs had cajiUircd , Ihlnx'^ wiih Slcwait at Cataract 
Dar Diuinna, below \bon 1 lamed, u'hich i^'oxild be 
dxenial ' 

Aiabs arc kccpintf a lon;^^wa\ off the lines since 
ihcca\alr\ some 

Xo.si'^n of the ani\al of the Mahdi at Omdurnian 
\'cr\ few horsemen to be si en on the South Fiont 
Ouer\, h.ue lhe\ L;one down towards Berber ^ 

'1 his exenint;’. some iweKe of those arrested and 
allowed to staN in their houses arc to be taken to the 
barracks 1 hate those ai rests, but one can scarce!} 
iloubt so man} informants, who declare there was 
“ trahison meditated, not fiom any wish to join 
Mahdi, but foi feai I was not strou”- enough to 
hold the cit\ .mil ow'ing to Xwaan’s statement, 
lliai h. had wi til n lJu UlU)'• 1 had recen cd from 
Debbeh announcing that the expeditionary force w^as 
coming 

The North side is like a maikct, with the camels, 

them Inlf ns inucli ngiin is llic jiropLr fire, but llicy still ilc- 
inurrcd, feinng tint llic (lOicrnor of Missoui Mould tike their 
cimcls, make them ciir) for the Ciovernment, and probiblv 
nc\er pay them On obtaining a letter for the Bey it Senheit 
(rcrratch), asking (as ue fondly iimgined) Ali-ed-Dcen, uho 
Mas It that tune Goiernor of MassoMih, to let them go free, they 
consented to accompin} us On our arrival m e presented the 
letter, Mhich, Me found, merely stated that the garrison of Senheit 
MIS m M-ant of salt, and that he had better load up the camels 
Milh some, and rctuni them to him ”—Ed 
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1 r('.t‘-(ui thus Tt '-])(tiiiiLi tJ*'- '■'rit 't‘’ if the pto|)le 
iiall} want l<i -^novci i<> tin ^Iah(iI. it will m.ike 
no tiiiu n nec hi \ (111(1 h '’i( nni" th< (WtiU ifilnwlo 
not want to ”<> to tlu Maluii it will niako no tiiffe- 
n nc( If tin r( is a minority to 'jo to the Mahdi 

the a list', hi\( np i.i iluir plain al an\ r.ite a 

linn. 'J o in\ ich a ihcsi j/inpli wci< onK 

in ordc r to he pn j' in d fur dl rentiin'i in k s 

Mahonn d I’a'ha ila'^-an, wlo is a hiroinctei of 
fi-ar, appro\(s of tlu --tf p so 1 In ar in an indirect 
wn\ — t'/' n\'} e\ ( r\ InuK approaesof it if /?(/(</ 
In ;/(, for ft ar of tin ir ow n arie' t 

1 Iiad to male tlin ( moie arrests —when once 

one Ik'.'^iii. this d( test..hie practice, one ne\ei can 
sio]> f.ir a> I cm incite the mass of jieople 

ajipioae of the irrtsts I .im now yoiii”- on the 
printiple “in for .i jit nin. in for a jnnind ” \\ ilfritl 
niiintwill mala a nice row about this It is ven 
odd we ha\e had no oin in from the Arabs foi two 
da\s Gl.ul to • 1 ) 1 found out one arrest not just, 
and h.a\e let the man out 

Jeremiah was u resit do\er .uul over again, .ind 
let out by King Zetlekiah I avoiuler how .inj man 
can j)0Sbil)ly w ish to enjo) despotic power he can 
never be happ^ or comforl.djle if he has anj' pre¬ 
tensions to a conscience. 

2 r M —.Siv n.igs appeared at I'aki Mustapha's 
camp Report in town says the Mahdi is at his 
Isle of Abba, i6o miles up White Nile, attending to 
the circumcision of his son (pooi little fellow') I 

o 2 
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J’j 1/0,1/ ^ on li.ivc nclvancccl now to higher pay, 

hut on coau /i})ii<i ()Our whole life and body) 
You can never saj you ha\c done iitoic than youi 
dut\ If }ou do not do it you break your Avord, 
and if Aou do it )Ou mi rcK fulfil a our contract, and 
haAC no cloiin on me 

'I'he two men Avho came m A\ith the letter of 
Slatm A\ere one Arab and one slave The latter 
(|uestioncd (apart) saA s that the rejAort is /ha/ /he 
Mahdi will coin in /wo day', /o Oniditi man , /ha/ ht 
J,a< no/ Ihcn <•<//, /ha/ /In us^itlar wldirr^ have 
c^on had /o Koidofan , and /ha/ Fahi hdiis/apha 
/idd him (the slaAe) /o /in^h/cii /In Kai /onmers 
I am hoping the Mahdi will prove a bogu ' 

Steamers Foiditii and Fnnilia Avent doAvn below 
Kerowd to-da}, and saw no \rabs on the left bank 
of the Nile 

d'hc quietude of Sheikh el Obejed’s forces is 
curious, for they haA e tAvice beaten us, 701/h heavy 
los<;, though the) have been beaten by us, a\ ith loss, 
at other times, but in minor engagements 

I begin to get over ni)'’ disquietude in re the 
arrests, from Avhat I hear, I think public opinion is 
not dissatisfied , but really it Avas a strong measure 
to arrest Sheikh el Islam, Cadi and Mudir, and 
sixteen others, and that AAUthout turning the tw^o 
former out of their employ 

A lot of people Avere pressing for harder measures, 
but my new chief clerk said "Ave Avould Avish to 
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to me, but to these poor people I declare if I 
thought the town wished the Mahdi, I would give it 
up so much do I respect free will 

October 16 —The letters of Slatm have arrived 
I have no remarks to make on them, and cannot 
make out why he wrote them 

Heavy ram last night, I expect there is an end to 
the vitality of our mines, and we have now no more 
matches to renew them 

No spies in, no Arabs visible outside their camp 
it IS pretty certain that the Mahdi has not come to 
Omdurman 

The Austrian Consul has asked me to let him 
write to Slatm, and to allow him to give him (Slatm), 
an interview on the Lines, which I have agreed to 
and sent out Slatin’s letter to Hansall was quite 
in a different tone to the one he wrote to me 
What astounding lies those spies have told about 
the Mahdi and his heterogfeneous staff beinof close 
here 

Noon —Two spies came in, one from Sheikh el 
Obeyed, one from Kordofan The latter says the 
Mahdi IS not coming to Kartoum, but has been 

The action of Her Majesty’s Government had now raised 
the question m General Gordon’s mmd as to whether he was 
justified in punishing any of the inhabitants of Kartoum who 
Mere hedging the Mahdi He was almost disposed to let 
them hedge if it gave them a better chance of their lives —Ed 
A ppendix K 
Hansall —Ed 
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recalled to Obeyed on account of the ad\ance of 
expeditionar}’' force , that the Mahdi has ithdrav/n 
all the regulars captured here and there from our 
viclnit}* to Kordofan , that a lot of the Arabs he 
forced to come Avith him have deserted him That 
is about all, one feels disinclined to -w rite these his¬ 
tones, -uhich are contradicted a few da}5 afterwards. 
Certainly the Arabs are ver}' quiet and one does 
not see many about I hope to be able to let out 
the prisoners on New Year's Day of Arab year 1302, 
which IS on 21 St October. I shall make Ferratch 
Pasha do the honours of the day, I cannot stand 
these pageants A woman came in from the Dem on 
the South Lines, she sa}s a few days ago there was 
a regular panic caused by report of troops ha\'ing 
captured Katarif, half the Arabs went southward. 
However the report was contradicted and they have 
come back 

Slatm’s letter to Austrian Consul contains the 
remark “that if he comes over to me I must promise 
never to surrender the city, as he uonld ihcn suffer 
icrribh iortm'cs and death ” He evidendy is not a 
Spartan, he also says “ that he changed his re¬ 
ligion because he had not had much attention paid 
to his religious belief when voungf. ’ If he gfets 
away I shall take him to the Congo wnth me, he 
will want some quarantine, one feels sorr}* for him 

Slatm says there is a rumour that a boat of 
Stewart’s expedition, down Nde, was captured by 
Arabs at the cataract Dar Djumna below Abou 
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Hamed, but he doubts its tiuth, this, in his letter 
to the consul 

The Aiabs have not occupied Halfeyeh The 
Shagg}^eh are pulling down Goba and Hogah, the 
village opposite the Palace The village of Omdui- 
man is levelled The little steamer Hussanych is 
finished and aimed, and will go up against the 
Arabs (her virgin trip), on Saturday morning. They 
have put a little lion as figure-head to it 

Fancy post-office officials (of all people), who have 
done literally nothing for seven months (not being 
able to do anything), asking for increase of pay' > 
These people have no conscience There were verj’ 
few Arabs to be seen on south fiont this day, and 
few were seen going to Giraffe At Faki Mustapha 
there also seems no numbers, m spite of the great 
array of grass huts erected for the Mahdi Repoit 
in town says that the Arabs m Kordofan say the 
Mahdi is all fudge, and that they aie robbed more 
now under his name than before, when they were 
under the Government, 

Report says the IMahdi sent Sheikh el Obeyed 
(the man not the cil)^ to tell him to come to 
Obeyed (the aty not the man), and devotes himself 
to God s service as a dervish The Sheikh el 
Obeyed (the man not the aly) does not see it, for 
he IS very rich (I know it is a horrid nuisance these 
names, but I did not give them) It would be a 

These distinctions are m satirical allusion to some mistake 
made at the Foreign Office — Ed 
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Khordofan All rcgulais have gone back, they 
have little grain, and people are discontented This 
man brought his rifle in vith him , 219 days to-day 
ve have been bo\ed up , four of the principal men 
vere allowed to be prisoners in their houses, one of 
these allowed a man to come to him and bribe the 
sentr} with two dollars this man was whipped off to 
the ])nson at once The Sheikh el Islam let tw^o 
women come to him, he was onlj threatened We 
caught a man going over to the Arabs to-day, he 
had under his ordinar\ costume the Dervish dress 
If Zubair w'as here he would take off heads I feel 
sure I content mjself with fearful threats, wdiich 
they know' are nothing 

Ociobtr IS —The cavalry w^ent out towards Giraffe, 
and captured five ftviaL slaves' and killed three 
Arabs, wdio resisted their beincf taken I owm I do 
not feel satisfied w ith the killing of these men, but I 
suppose It is ivar w e lost none The captive ladies 
had little to say moie than the Arabs had two guns 
at Giraffe 

Borduii and Ilusscinycli went up the White Nile, 
saw'’ no Arabs at first, but coming back Arabs got 
dow'n tw'o guns and opened fire, they killed one 
man and w'ounded another I had warned these 
steamers distinctly to keep m the middle of river, 
and not to go near the banks The casualities 
W'ere from musketry Arabs fired fifteen rounds 
(gun), HnsscinycJi fired ten rounds (gun), Bordeeii 
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fired ten rounds (gnn) I have stopped these 
steamers going up the White Nile for the future. 
The officer is entirely responsible for the death of 
this man, for I had given orders that, ct'd: if they 
saw cattle or boats, they were not to be enticed to 
the banks to get them I never will believe in ships 
against land batteries, unless troops arc landed, for 
a steamer can get close alongside a battery, 
the batter}’ v ill hold its own 

Oitober 19—This morning, m spite of my orders 
not to leave the lines, Bourrd must needs send 
out men, and the consequence was that I have a 
Bimbashi and si\ men wounded, however I think 
I have stopped these excursions for the future 
The covahy went out from the North Fort to 
Halfcych, and saw no one, and captured a cow' 

I hope It V ill be remembered that with respect to 
white troops (Fellaheen) on board the now four 
steamers at IMotemma, I make you a handsome 
present of them (officers and all), and request that if 
you use the steamers you will disembark those men 
and take them on } our list, for we never wish to sec 
them (and to have to feed tlicm) up here agnin } 'o.i 
xcJl be jianyt/:y out f/u tvacuatiou J^oluy ’ ' ^ If you 
do not use the steamers, please send them back t ;;{/>/i’ 
o/'tlusi FeUahti u troo/>s, but send me t/u ir njh s You 
A\ ill soon have a fine contingent ^ foi I have every¬ 
thing ready for a ycUi.;o/ of Cano dSns 

(Bashi Barouks, &c., ixc), the moment I hear}on 
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aic really at Berbci , I shall not wait to ask )our 
leave, for I have had enough of the ddbris up here, 
and you can feed them belter tlian we can , at auj' 
;a/t, t//‘ y laiU In, off' viy /land'^, and ou yourc I hope 
It w ill be an understood thing that every Egyptian 
'^oldur you find bJoiiqi to yon, and that you will not 
send him back to me 1 noblj present you 101th them 
all, and then, besides that, you have the glory of 
li\ing representatives of }our rescuing expedition 
I object and protest against (»vhen once Egyptian 
soldiers come into)our lines))our returning them to 
Kartoum As for their pa), &c , as far as I have 
been able to order, it ought to be quite clear what is 
owed them I have given orders enough about that 
subject, as Stewart knows I include officers as well 
as men I want to see them no more Pray attend 
to this request ^ ” 

The Talataioem came m this evening from 
Shendy, reports Seyd Mahomet Osman has come 
to Gros Rageb with English troops English 
troops are coming from Debbeh by Nile, and have 
passed Abou Mamed Arabs captured two boats 
of Stewart's expedition, by means of the captured 
steamer FaseJicr above Abou Mamed, which our 
steamers had seen getting up steam vide myjournal 

There is a good-inturcd, and lialf playful ring about these 
orders, but the fact must not be o\ erlooked that they are distinct 
commands General Gordon, while Governor-General of the 
Soudan, had the right to issue orders to anyone in the Soudan, 
and no one was more cognizant of this right than he — Ed 
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I had a feeling about this that when the steamers 
had seen the Arab steamer Fascher getting up steam 
they ought to have staid and tried to prevent the 
pursuit The Arabs have a gun at Shendy, which 
came from Berber The English troops are only 
two days distant from Berber The steamers had 
twenty-five wounded, they collected eleven prisoners, 
and captured four boats One of our men was 
killed The Towfikia lost none on going down I 
am sending down the Bordeen and Talatawecn the 
day after to-morrow to Shendy, with order to leave 
one steamer at Shendy, and go on with the other 
four to Berber, and to remain in its neighbourhood 
The Mansoivrrah will stay at Shendy, and the 
Talataweeiiy Bordeen, Saphia, and Towfikia. will 
go towards Berber I shall keep Ismaiha and Hns- 
seinyeh here 

Statement of Troops, Arms, Aj^imunition, Grain, &a, in 
Kartoum, 19th October, 1884 


No of Black Troops, Regulars 2316 

A White . 1421 

B Cairo Bashi Bazouks 1906 

Shaggyeh 2330 

Townspeople enrolled 692 

Total 8665 

A and B wall be sent to Berber as soon as it is possible to find 
Transport, and as soon as you get to Berber 

No of Guns upon Lines . . 12 

Steamers 11 

Rounds Gun Ammunition 21,141 

„ Small Aims, Remington 2,165,000 

„ Arsenal turns out w'eekly 40,000 
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The steamers have been bombarding Metemma and 
Shendy, I expect with no great effect 

To-day came m from Waled a Goun two men 
and three women They say the Mahdi is opposite 
Kalakla, t e within two miles of Kartoum, few 
people with him, those who came with him from 
Koidofan have, m great part, gone back 

In yesterday’s skirmish the Aiabs lost two men 
in the steamer fight, the day before they lost more 
Waled a Goun has sent his family to Gitana, 
many are deserting 

An officer and sergeant have escaped and come 
into Omdurman 

They say that the Arabs of Berber were warned 
by someone m the town of the descent of Abbas 
I have ordered the sale of 200 ardebs of Dhoora on 
the strength of this news A man, who was at 
Beiber, on board one of the captured steamers says 
Feiratch Pasha! and other officers have sent news 
to the Arabs, and that the Aiab chief of Berber 
wrote to Cassim el Mousse, proposing he should 
kill me, which Cassim el Mousse refused to do 
This Mahomet el Khair is a true cur, for I have 
ever treated him well I expect if the truth was 
known very few notables or officials have not been 
hedging with the Arabs 

The Shaggyeh on the opposite side are yelling, 
on enquiring find it is for Dhoorra, they have had 
their month’s rations and the month is not up I 
went to the telegraph office and told them that “ till 
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the month was up I would give them none, but 
that the Sheikh el Obeyed had plenty, and that if 
they liked they could go to him,” no answer was 
given to this telegram 

The officer and sergeant who came in at Omdur- 
man say the Mahdi with all Europeans, Hassan 
Khalifa, Saleh Pasha, and tJiat Frenchman are 
opposite Kalakla, and that he means coming to 
Omdurman, that the Arabs are not m good heart 

The Saphta and the Mansowrrah ought to have 
laid off Berber, and prevented the exit of the 
Fascher the Abbas down, but I expect 

they only cared to come back here I am much put 
out at the loss of those two boats What one has 
felt so much here is the want of men like Gessi, 
or Massodaglia, or Slatin , but I have had no one 
to whom I could entrust expeditions like that I do 
sincerely Jwpe all Egyptians and Turks or Circassian 
officers and men may be taken out of the steamers and 
kept by you, it would be too bad to send them back to 
me I do not mean the captains or engineers of 
steamers Twenty-two wounded men were brought 
to the hospital (four were gravely wounded) from 
Shendy steamer I wish you to take command of 
steamers, but do not let any Khedival authority do 
so, for he will certainly be bribed to let bcuk the 
Egyptians Please acknowledge the receipt of the 
Journal, of which this is Vol 4 As far as my experi¬ 
ence goes, there are not more contemptible troops, 
officers, and men than the Egyptians, so beware of 


p 
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them, and, with scarcely an exception, all Turks and 
Circassians in Egyptian employ are emasculated 
I have prepared to clear out of the Palace, and 
have five houses ready for occupation I hope 
Cuzzi’s baggage will be searched, for I feel sure he 
IS a traitor A slave came m this evening from 
Waled al Goun with the usual story of the near 
approach of the Mahdi, that Arabs want food , that 
regulars mean to desert when they get an oppor¬ 
tunity. With the reiterated request that I may not 
have any Egyptimis, Turks^ or Circassians sent back 
io me, I end this Journal 

C G Gordon. 

20/10/84 

The sunset to-night ends the year 1301, and 
begins 1302. 
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Oclobc) 2 1 —Steamers left this morning foi 
Shend} To-da} is New Year’s Day of the Arabs, 
1302 I think the Mahdi speculated on a rising m 
the town, but that the arrests' have put him out 111 
his calculations 

New Ycai’s gift this morning, in arrival of Malidi 
at Omduiman Not much display It is reported 
that he will occupy K crowd and Halfeyeh at once , 
so It IS as well I got the steamers off before he got 
his guns down to river bank They will be safe 
with you,' and very useful 

Two men came in from Saleh Bey of Galabat 
with the post They were thirty-two days en route 
They brought a letter from Mitzakis, the Greek 
Consul, froni Adoioa^ dated 17th August (which told 
me as much, or more, than Kitchener’s letter of 
31st August I) ^ Saleh Bey is all right, he has been 

^ The arrests of the Mudir, Cadi, Sheikh el Islam, &c, who 
were supposed to be m communication with the Mahdi — Ed 
* <r, Chief of Expeditionary Force — Ed 
^ Appendix Q 
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attacked. Spies sa}* the small steamer I^Iahoinct 
All, captured by the Arabs, is nov.* on the Blue Xile, 
at Abou Haraz Sennaar is all righL 

hlitzakis "writes to the Greek Consul here to sav 
that a treat}' has been made between Her klajesty’s 
Government and Abyssinia to give Abyssinia 
Kassala Galabat, Katarif and Bogos' and that 
the King is preparing an army to go and take 
possession ^ What an action These lands (except 
Bogos) are entirely ^Mussulman, have held their 
own, and are in no way threatened and "we go 
and send a wild so-callcd Christian people (who have 
nothing to do with the quarrel) against these peoples, 
who have held their own against the Zslahdi 


Octobei' 22 .—I wonder what Saleh Bey of Galabat 
will say to this cession, after he has been lighting 
for me Also what Seyd IMahomet Osman will say 
after all his trouble 

I can now see why I was kept in the dark. 

In one of Saleh Be3’s letters he says he sends 
me a letter from Kmg John. This I have not got: 
it apparently was not sent 

A man came in with letter from Slatin. in which 
he says the Abbas was capmred near Dar Djumna. 
Stewart killed, with nine men, and all the papers 
captured ® 

Three soldiers escaped yesterday from the Arabs. 
Seven more came in to-day, they had no news. 

^ Appendix Q ^ Appendix K. 
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IMahcli and all Europeans are four hours distant 
Mahdi has put Saleh Pasha (of Shaggyeh) in 
chains 

Twenty-six goats came kindly into lines to-day 
I am very anxious about the Addas, it would be 
terrible, if it is true, that she is captured 

The cut out pages arc, or rather were, a tirade 
against the cession of Kassala,® &c , &c , but as they 
would be no use now I have cut them out 

I believe Government can, now-a-days, get men 
to do anything by means of money and honours 
{iioi honou) ), and 1 have a shrewd idea of how this 
affair will end up here However, it is not my 
affair, and I have taken my decision 

Kitchener to Chcrmside “ He is furious about 
that admirable treaty of Hewitt’s Fortunate I did 
not tell him about it He has the Mahdi along¬ 
side now, and can vent his spleen on him We 
have 8fot his steamers all but two, and need not 
care"? 

Admirable treaty, let us think—yes, spread of 
Christianity, regular missionary movement, ancient 
Christian Church and people * get me up a 

prdcis of this history of Abyssinia, but not that part 

® Eight pages of the diary ^^ere cut out — Ed 
^ General Gordon has just stated that a letter received from 
the Greek Consul, dated 17 th of August, contained more news 
than one he received, dated 31st of August, from an officer m 
Her Majesty’s service He then goes on to say he sees now 
(z e , after reading the Greek Consul’s letter) why he was kept in 
the dark — Ed 
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of Bruce which speaks of ravages committed by the 
Abyssinian army on the march Hewitt, charmed 
with His Majesty, calls the Queen his mother, &c 
Now, if we can only get that Mahdi to make a treaty 
we are safe for six months Enough for the day is 
its evil I declare I am becoming a missionary 
myself with my quotations and acts 

Graham would be angry if I criticised his 
despatch, which Slatm sent me The Ra^tmcr^ 
seems an excellent weapon 

October 2,2 —It is suspected that the two men 
who came with letters from Saleh Bey of Galabat 
are spies of the Mahdi, into whose hands has fallen 
the letter King John wrote to me , these men came 
in a very circuitous way from the direction of the 
Mahdi’s camp 

Another soldier and a slave came in from the 
Arabs just now 

King John and the Mahdi both force men to 
change their religion , both cut off lips of smokers 
and noses of snuffers, both are fanatics and 
robbers ® 

^ Sir Gerald Graham’s despatch — Ed 

^ King John issued an edict that if any of his subjects were 
found smoking they should lose hand and foot General Gordon 
in his notes on Abyssinia in 1879, said ‘ I wnte in haste, but I 
will sum up my impression of Abyssinia The king is rapidl) 
growing mad He cuts off the noses of those who take snuff, 
and the bps of those who smoke The king is hated more than 
Theodore was Cruel to a degree, he does not, however, take 
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If the hlahcli has got King John’s letter to me, 
he knows all about the famous, or lather infamous, 
Hewitt Treaty, which is a tiouble Slatin’s letter 
mentions the ‘Rapport Mihtaiie’, it seems odd 
he should have known it A\as on board, unless the 
ylbba'^ was captured, yet we have tvo men who 
declare she passed down Perhaps the captured 
Greeks knew of the existence of this famous journal, 
and told the Arabs of it, or Awaan may have 
written it, it is odd he (Slatin) sajs nothing of 
Power and Herbin 

House of Lords in answer to questions put 
b}' the of replied that the noble marquis 
seemed to take a special delight in asking questions 
which he knew he ( ) could not answer He 

could say he had given a deal of time and attention 
to the affairs of the Soudan, but he frankly acknow¬ 
ledged that the names of places and people were so 
mixed up, that it was impossible to get a true view 
of the case (a laugh) The noble marquis asked 


life He cuts off the feet and liands of people who oftend him 
He puts out their eyes by pouring hot tallow' into their ears No 
one can travel without the king’s order if he is a foreigner You 
can buy nothing without his order, no one will shelter you wath- 
out his order—m fact no more complete despotism could exist’ 

-G ja- o 

“ The cruelties the king and his people committed ^vere atrocious 
horty Soudan soldiers were mutilated altogether^ and sent to 
Bogos \\ith the message that, if His Highness the Khedive 
■svanted eunuchs he could have these ”—HilFs Colonel Gofdoti tn 
Cential Africa^ pp 421-423 —Eu 
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what the policy of Her Majesty’s Government was ^ 
It v/as as if he asked the policy of a log floating 
down stream, it was going to the sea, as any one 
who had an ounce of brains could see Well, that 
was the policy of it, only it was a decided policy, 
and a straightfonvard one to drift along" and take 
advantage of every circumstance His lordship 
deprecated the frequent questioning on subjects 
which, as his lordship had said, he knew nothing 
about, and further did not care to know anything 
about 

to . . Why, I did my best to keep the 
Hewitt Treaty secret from him It is no use blaming 
me I knew from his telegram he would make a 
noise about it, and I told Kitchener not to say a 
word about it It is that brute Mitzakis who let the 
cat out of the bag. 

A man came in from the Mahdi’s camp, who left 
this fourteen days ago with my permission to go to 
the Arabs He now comes back to see his family 
in Kartoum I have told him ,—once out, there ts no 
rehmi > He is a cool fellow 

The Major wounded at Bourrd the other day 
is dead 

The two men who brought letters from Saleh 
Bey of Galabat do not like going out on the North 
Front side, they want to go out by the West 
side, t e. where the Mahdi’s camp is 

I believe that the Hewitt Treaty will be a 
complete dead letter, for the Greek Consul says 
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the Admiral gave Iiim (King John) no money, 
so vhat was the use of the treaty I expect 
King John wrote to me to ask me to give 
him the taxes of the countiy ceded, quoting the 
treaty of Hewitt As foi the King or his men 
ever leaving their lulls, it is out of the question 
He might have made a move had he been given 
^100,000, but no chance of his doing so when he 
has nothing but this paper tieaty The only place 
the King could possibly occupy is Scnheit, and I 
doubt his doing that permanently He will drive 
out the Roman Catholic Mission at once’” (part 
of his missionai*)'’ movement), the occupation of 
Scnheit just cuts off the safe road from Massowah 
to Kassala I declaie it is amusmor to see what 

O 

shifts Her Majesty’s Government have been put to 
get out of their mess 

A slave has come m to Omdurman with another 
letter from the Arabs I shall stop this fun for the 
future 

I feel sure King John gave Admiral Hewitt a 
spear and shield and the Order of Solomon—vanity 
of vanities—for the treaty, and I feel also sure we 
shall see no Abyssinian army m the Soudan The 
King will write, or has written, a haughty letter, 
saying that his mother, the Queen, has given him, 
&c, &c, and he requests I will send m the taxes at 

Mr F L Junes mins ‘ AVilcl Tribes of the Soudan,’ gives 
an excellent and interesting account of this mission station, 
p 210, seg 
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oncCy otherwise he will advance All Tand we 
shall hear no more of His Majesty except groans 
at my perfidy m not sending the taxes He is a 
hopeless sort of man, and never is worth consider¬ 
ing^^ Her Majesty’s Government aviII say ‘‘We 
made the treaty, it is not our fault His Majesty 
did not carry it out, on paper , Kassala and all the 
other places are now under King John, and conse¬ 
quently quite safe ” The treaty is worth as much 
as any treaty made now giving Kordofan to any 
one 1 

We need now only a treaty with the Mahdi about 
the garrisons, and then Her Majesty’s Government 
will sleep m peace their work is done I only say 
I will have no confidence m any such treaty, and 
shall take my precautions accordingly 

Letters have come in one says Lupton Bey has 
surrendered (Appendix U, a, b, c, d), and has been 
appointed Governor of Bahr Gazelle with an adherent 
of the Mahdi Another says that he has brought 
slaves to the Mahdi, and hopes to buy horses with 
the products of their sale/® The Mahdi’s letter 

“ Twaddle—E d 

Ismail, the Ex-Khedive, who knew King John ivell, said to 
General Gordon, “ Never go near him, it is perfectly useless ”— Ed 
Of course General Gordon’s contention throughout is that 
giving Kassala, Katarif, Galabat and Bogos, to the King of 
Abyssinia, is m fact precisely the same thing as abandoning 
those places — Ed 

Here a page has been cut out by General Gordon 
himself—E d 

Appendix U, a 
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IS to relate liow he captured the post/” &c, Addas, 
Szc answer ’’ was, that I did not care who 

had surrendered and who had been captured As 
for these letters, I cannot make head nor tail of 
them, so I leave them to the Arabic scholars of the 
Universities 

Ociodcr 23—(What a feaiful scrawl I) Ten 
soldiers, with siv women came in this morning to 
Omdurman I have sifted out the Mahdi’s letter 
respecting the capture of the Addas, and do not 
believe it, the papers he sent me as being captured 
in the Addas were never in the Addas, they 
Avere taken from a sp}^ I sent out from here, the 
same man who bi ought me the news from Don- 
gola of the British advance He had a bad eye 
(ophthalmia), and was caught at Metemma and 
killed, having, when drunk, let out that he had 
come from me 

The nuns had to walk all the way from Kordofan 
The Mahdi has 15,000 head of cattle Avith him. 
The Arabs are djang in great numbers from dysen¬ 
tery The village of Hogah opposite the palace 
IS levelled It may not be generally knoAvn, but 
by the Firman which named Towfik, there is an 
express injunction that no part of the Egyptian 
territory is to be ceded, except by permission of 
the Porte Also by the Treaty of Pans, and also 
by that of Berlin, the integrity of the Ottoman 
Appendix U, c U, 0 U, d 
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giowlin!^ The Isiiiailia and Husscinych went down 
the river, and saw no Arabs on either bank If 
tliese Arabs (one’s sen^ants) are not eating, they are 
saying tlicir pi ayci s, if not saying their prayers, they 
are s/tiping, if not stuping, they are sick One 
snatches at them at inter\falb Now figure to your¬ 
self the position, you cannot do anything with 
them vhile in these fortresses eating, saying prayers, 
stuping, or siet, and thej' know it You would be 
a brute if you did (which I fear I often am) You 
vant to send an immediate order, and there is your 
serv'ant bobbing up and down, and you cannot 
disturb him It is a beautiful country for trying 
experiments with your patience 

It is very curious, but if I am in a bad temper, 
which I fear is often the case, my servants will be 
always at their prayers, and thus religious practices 
follow^ the scale of my temper, they are pagans if 
all goes w'ell 

I must say I hate our diplomatists 





GENERAL GORDON’S JOURNAL 


225 


the Bahr Gazelle has gone, appaicntl}^ for nothing i-* 
There are great doubts if the Mahdi is really near, 
no one appears to have seen him 

Since the escape of the lot yesterday, the Arabs 
have taken the rifles of the regulars from them at 
the Mahdi's camp, the Arabs have a ferry under our 
nose, across the White Nile , but I do not like to send 
up the steamers, for the captains arc so heedless 
I calculated that the advance force of troops 
arrived at Wady Haifa on 22nd September," that 
they took twenty days from there to Debbeh, so 
that on 12th October they were at Debbeh (Stewart 
{D I') arrived at Debbeh on cSth September), and 
I calculate they could not be at Mctemma—Shendy 
—before loth November, which will give them 
twenty-nine daj s for 150 miles, thence it is five 
days here for a steamer, so that 15th November 
ought to see them or their advance guard 

Extracts from Appendix R 
La Route lit Soualun a Ed be) 

,\.\ant que la bataillc dc Tamai cut etc li\rcc ct gagntc, 
Ic Gdncral Herbert Stewart, sinon Ics gencraux Graham 

General Gordon is here e\idently thinking of Gessi’s glorious 
campaign against Suleiman — Ld 

-- The Black AVatch started from Cairo for AVady Haifa on 
September 23rd The Mounted Infantry reached Deel on 
September 24th, and 150 men under Daubeny got as far as 
Tangoor on the 26th The first steam pinnace arrived at Sarras, 
nhich IS about twenty miles aboie the second cataract, on Sep¬ 
tember 26th Lord AA'olscley did not reach AVady Haifa until 
October stb — Ed 

Q 
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ct Bullcr, avaicnt ctudid avcc som la qucsUon dc savoir si 
Ics troupes, ou unc partic dcs troupes, pouvaient marcher 
jusqu’a Berber potir aider Gordon A rAprnner Ics partisans 
dn Mahdi dans la rAgton du Nil Cette proposition sem- 
blait alors si convcnable que I’ctat dcs troupes Ics micux 
adaptdes A unc scmblablc expedition, Ics dispositions pour 
Ics approvisionncmcmts, requipcmcnt, Ics chevaux disponi- 
blcs, etc, avaicnt dtd I’objct dc I’ctudc journalidrc dcs 
officicrs On sc souvicndra qu’apri-s Tamai, la cavalcric sc 
transporta aux puits d’llandouk, i huit millcs dc Souakim 
On cioyait generalcmcnt, alors, que cette marchc cn avant 
n’ctait que la prcmiirc etape d'un mouvement sur Berber 
d’unc force montde Pour cmpCchcr toutc souffrance pro- 
venant d’unc discttc d'eau, I’cffcctif nc dcvait pas ttre dc 
plus dc 500 hommes dc cavalcric , aucunc infantcric nc 
dcvait fairc partic dc I’cxpedition II dtait cn outre 
entendu, qu’en cas dc neccssitc, un scmblablc cffcctif pour- 
lait suivrc un jour ou deux apris ct trouverait dgalcmcnt, 
dans Ics puits, dc I’cau cn abondance Lc fait cst que Ics 
gdndraux Graham, Bullcr, Stewart, Ics colonels Clcry, 
Taylor, ct d’autres, scmblaicnt nc pas mettre cn doutc, si 
I’ordrc cn ctait donne, qu'unc succession dc dctachcmcnts, 
forts chacun dc 500 hommes, pourrait ctre rapidcmcnt 
poussde sur Berber Lc bruit dc cc qui sc passait parvint 
rapidcmcnt aux orcillcs dc nos hommes qui dtaicnt a la 
Zariba d’Handouk, ct la plupait dcs troupicrs manifcstdrcnt 
un ddsir intense dc picndre part a I’cxpcdition On savait 
que lc Gcndral Stewart avait soumis scs plans poui la 
marchc cn avant au Gdndral Graham, ct que cc dernier, 
ainsi que I’Amiral Ilcwctt, Ics avait iccommandcs au gou- 
vcrncmcnt Les joins se snccAdticut, mais I'ordie dn djai t 
liainvait pas quclquc empt cssds de pai tn que fussent beau- 
coup d'homines, si nous avtons connu alois la position exacic 
de G01 don, on eflt manifestc bcaucoup plus d’anxidtd pour 
Hoi die du depart Lorsque cette question dtait discutdc, 
question qui au moment occupait plcmcmcnt nos pcnsccs, 
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cnlic officicrs suptlncurs, ils cvpnmaicnt rdtonncmcnt que 
I’ordrc fut tant rctardd, ct qiic Ic Gouvcrncmcnt hdsitSt 
da\anlagc On n'ai nvaii qu'a nm scnlc condusion, c^tait 
qiit, /(I position dll GdiiOal G01 don dtait idle qii'il n'avail pas 
/)L\oin d'aide dc tionpis biitanniqncs venant dc Sonakim 
Ouoi qu’en ait pu penser, aprts icflcxion, Ic Gdndral 
Graham, dc la possibililc d’envo) cr line troupe dc cavalerie 
forte dc 50oliomnics, cn mars dernier, dc Souakimi Berber, 
jc suis certain que lui ct la plupart dcs officicrs sous scs 
ordics cro) aicnt alors que c’etait unc chose sage et gucrricre 
a cntrcprcndrc Nous nous apcrccvons tous trop tard, que 
cette simiilc expedition cilt sau\6 Berber, Khartoum ct 
Gordon au vrai occur 


If they do not come before 30th Novembei the 
game is up, and Rule Britannia In this calculation 
I hai c given ever)'^ latitude for difficulties of trans¬ 
port, making forts, &c , and on the 15th November 
I ought to see Her Majesty’s uniform I suppose 
a part of the force will go to attack Berber on the 
loth November (when I calculate the}'’ will be at 
Metemma—Shendy), and that a small party will 
come on here , so we have now 7 days m October 
and 15 days in November to wait = 22 days— 
three weeks to add to the 226 days we have already 
passed, owing to Baring (who I shall remember) 
and his peace manoeuvres One of the papers 
Slatin sent to me, says that Graham was willing 
to send men to Berber, and could have done it, 
but Evelyn would not give the order I asked 
only for 200 men to be sent there (vide my tele¬ 
gram m Stewart’s Journal) I take Slatin’s paper 
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prevent them iallying on Kordofan The position 
IS thus — 



1 I would attack Waled a Goun at A, and I 
would cut off his retreat by the sending up 
steamers to Duem with a small force , the Mahdi's 
force and Sheikh el Obeyed’s force would look on 

2 At the same time I would attack the post at 
Giraffe Both operations on the same day with the 
following troops 

Operations on White Nile —To proceed up the 
White Nile by boats, 2000 B infantry to point X. 
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To proceed along the White Nile, right bank, 
the cavalr)'’ you may have to point X To occupy 
with two guns and 1500 men simultaneously the 
two villages outside the lines, with the Soudan 
troops, the troops not to advance, only to threaten, 
houses loopholed, See Three steamers to accom¬ 
pany the force 

OpLiaiions on Blue Xilc —To proceed up the 
Blue Nile or along the bank, 1000 B mfantr}'’, ac¬ 
companied by steamers and boats, with the Shag- 
g)^eh horsemen, some So, and 1000 men of Soudan 
troops to Giraffe 

If these operations are successful, then 800 men 
with four steamers to pursue up the river to Duem 
Expedition toxoaids Sennaar —The Sheikh el 
Obeyed will probably sunender at once, then a 
force of 500 B I and 1000 Soudan infantry should 
go up rivei to Wad el hlcdmet, and open the 
route to Sennaar (while men are sent up to buy 
corn with them) There appear to be no Arabs m 
arms between Wad cl Medinet and Sennaar, or 
south of Sennaar (The Mahdi will at once retreat 
to Obeyed, iJn city ) This expedition will probably 
be met at Abou Haraz by the surrender of Katanf 
and all that district, and thus the route to Katanf 
and Kassala will be opened 

These operations will entail the very smallest 
amount of marching on the troops, and would be 
completed m three weeks or less 
It must be remembered that in all these engage- 
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ments in the Soudan no ^^uarter on either side has 
been given so-it must not be errpected that the 
Soudan troops ivill give it no'v If you come; also 
V. ith respect to the v.'ounded Arabs, if you go and 
help them, they v/iii Hihe the Afghans^ try* and Lui 
}Our men A’.ho make the effort they are verr 
treacherous and. %.'orked up by religious frenzy, 
the^* think—i. That you only pretend to help them 
in order to kill them after.vards, 2. That, being 
desperate, they think to enter Paradise if they kiil 
an infidel. It seems rather cold-blooded to vrrite 
this, but it is the character of those v.'hom you are 
to fight For my part, I hope they vrnl all run 
array for they are only dupe^ runer'-nine out of 
even.' hundred, it is the leaders -.vho are the prime 
movers I v.'ould gi"e the Ir.'es to the leaders if 
they ask pardon , but I -.vould send them all to 
hlecca to study hlahdism under the Orthodox Iso 
information as yet as to the mea'iing of the cara¬ 
van, &.C, v.'hich left the Mile to go tov.ards the 
Sheikh el Obeyed One of our boats, rrhich rvas 
collecting grass do'.rn belov. Halfereh, must neecM 

land its crerv and tr.' and take some cattle of the 

✓ 

caravan. The Arabs turned on them, and killed 
the Reis Crerv says they killed a lot of Arabs (':) 

I think these people do reall}' love fighting, if there 
is the least chance of plunder. 

King John (according to the Greek consul) is to 
be alloyed to import arms at Zdassotvah. He v'iil 
never do it, for he has not monev to buv them. 
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ll ihc I\Iahdi i^oL tlic Bahr Ga/cllc, and \\c 
cxacuatc the Soudan in his fa\our, the \nti-Slaverj 
Society may as ^\ell close then office as to the 
suppression of the sla\ e-trade in these paits, espe¬ 
cial!) if we lea\c him the steamers ‘ 

Special Commission, House of Louis under 

examination. O 23S9 Did )our Lordship know, 
when in Cairo, that the B'eHaheen were beint,^ 
dragged m chains, from their house‘s, to go and fight 
the jNIahdi, under I licks, and what steps did )ou 
take to pre\ent it Did )ou inform Hei hlajcst) s 
Government of the facts, and what was their answ'er ^ 
The I\Iahdi has mo\cd his ferr)'higher uj) ri\ ei 
since our steamers went up this morning 

It is a great question of doubt to me, if Public 
Officials ought to so sink their personaht), as to allow 
themseUes to overlook facts, which must strike 
them, as being not onl) evil, but also detrimental to 
our national interests, merely because such facts arc 
likely to be disagreeable to our Government in 
requiring them to decide on difficult questions 
did know of this forced conscription, and so did 
Did they not sec that, to allows such conscripts 
to go up to the Soudan, w'as not onl) cruel, but also 
politically unw'ise, for it could not be expected that 

Gordons intention and desire was to lia\c taken the steamers 
to the Bahr Gazelle, and to ha\ e protected that country against 
the Mahdi — Iid 

The fact that the Fellaheen i\crc dragged m chains from 
their huts, and kept in chains m the streets of Cairo, is well 
known — Ed 
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they would have any heart in the matter ? If they 
had stopped it, Hicks would have never left Kar- 
toum, and his army would not have been anni¬ 
hilated , for it IS the defeat of Hicks which gave 
the Mahdi his great prestige He had annihilated 
detachments befo 7 'e that • after that he had crushed 
a huge army See what it has led to ' There are 
times when men like ought to obey, and there 
are times when they ought to disobey or else resign 
Now, if . . had only hinted his resignation, the 
Governments were so placed as to be obliged to 
listen to him I have a strong suspicion . . did 
know how to act It was and a wish to be 
agreeable to Her Majesty’s Government which 
prevented him acting according to his own ideas 
Sometimes it is the height of unkindness to be too 
kind and amiable, and this is one of those cases 
History may be misty about it (uill not know the 
thimble the pea is under, for the cards are Avell 
shuffled), but there is no doubt that . had the 
destinies of Egypt and of the Soudan in his hands, 
far more than Her Majesty's Government, and he 
did not succeed His amiability did for him It is 
not insubordinate to resign, if you do not agree 
to a policy, or feel you cannot carry it out with 
a whole heart In militar}^ affairs it is different, 
one is ordered to go here and there, and one obej-s 
(even if one thinks it is unwise, having represented 
it), but in Diplomacy there is no such call, and 
certainly there was none in the case of . . . who is 
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only an .'xmatciii in the I'oicign Orficc Service, an 
oiiisidci Had when lie came Lo Hg'ypt cut 
down the rate of interest b) a swoop of his pen to 
3\ per cent, wdio would ha\e said a word , but now 
It IS the difficult} There would have been a 
fearful howd from the bondholders, but that w'ould 
have been all He dismissed the Control (under 
the of Tow nk), and could ha\c i educed the 

interest, and he would have i^ained the sympathy of 
all the people Hicks (who. b}^ the wa}'’, never 
wanted to go to the Soudan) would ha\e held his 
own at Kartoum, and have worn out the Mahdi, 
and w'e would have had none of this late work 
I am afraid to saj what numbers have been killed 
through this present policy, certainly some So.ooo , 
and It IS not j et over b'or my part. I hope they 
Avill all run away We h,avc m a most effectual 
W'’ay restored the slave-trade and slave-hunting, 
for Her Majesty's Government cannot keep the 
Soudan, and never wall Eg} pt be able to govern it 
The only thing to be done, is to give it to the 
Sultan What an end to diplomacy of Her 
IMajestj^’s Government and it wms so easy when I 
left m January, iSSo, to have settled it quietly, 
giving np I^ordofan^ Da 7 'fin\ and Bahr Gazelle, and 
Eqnaioi’, with decency and quiet 

I declare I do not sec how'' we wall Sfct out of it 
(the Soudan) even now , allow that you come to 
Kartoum, that you drive off the Arabs, open the 
road to Sennaar What are you going to do ? 
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You Trill say ^ Take out those tTo vrish to leave 
AVell you begin with Sennaar and of courae will 
have to fight all the wav down. It will take three 
months During those three months, how are t'ou 
to feed Kartoum ^ for the moment you leave 
Sennaar vou leave ^'our granan’ You get to 
Kartoum you are face to face with 30 coo people 
who will not leave and who are hedging with the 
hlahdi, and with 3000 Shagg\'eh all armed. You 
fight vour wav to Berber another three months 
3'ou have no food at Berber then it wiU need 
another two months to get to Dongola, which (seeing 
\our polic}') will be hostile. It is indeed a terrible 
problem, and I wish I could see my way out of it. 

Then vou come into the hot months and low 
Xile This time jj tw;* will not see you out of 
the Soudan, with decenc3\ Of course \*ou can go 
back now, but what was the use of coming ^ I 'lull 
not alloiij that j on cam: fon iyl Yon cam: for the 
gamisons of the Sondan. Now by the Turkish 
arrangement if you act promptly, j'ou can get away 
quietly in Januarv*, 1SS5 It will not cost an}'thmg 
like what it will cost you to keep your troops here 
for a year, as I fear you must do if you persevere in 
trTnng a “ rapid retreatP 

I can have no object in this adwee I want to 
get out of the afiair but with decenev. I regret the 
necessiU' of an expedition, but if once t'ou come to 
Berber and communicate with Kartoum, if you 
stick to the “ rapid retreat, you will not be able to 
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•icaMiiplisli ii, ami 3011 aic in I'oi a 3cat’s sta3'’ 
While, on llic oihu liami, iIk. c,n\ im,^ of counlr3' to 
I'uiks cnal)lcs 3on to "cl a\\a3 with credit Let 
I ler Maicst3's ('io\ eminent ///;</t foi it. It^\Ill 
not 1)e difhciilt foi //,<!/. I’lit 3oiirsLlf in 1113 position 
if 3011 s.'i3 "laph! >(f!taf /ta:\ .Siiauiai fo //r 

fail ' 1 ^\lll saN “I ’io.sJil coanii dn .r/,” and 

will iesi"n nn coin!ni‘'''inn loi I could not do it If 
',ouca3. “ 7 '/tr ui! It), /.a /iv.^.f (io\ernoi-General,” 
then 1 am all ii"ht ami .ill llu- ie‘-ponsibilit3’is on 
3011 (for 1 could not Ik sujipom^d. if 3011 itiin me out 
of Go\c rnor-G( m i.d. 10 1 )l olili"id to aid such a 
nio\ement, whicii 1 iliink m di'-yraceful) You will 
then be f.ice to f.ic< with the people I do not sa3 
but ih.ii Mxlel K.uli r ini"hi not .ml in the "lapid 
htnal' bt IK I than I could even if I a-yiecd to it 
(of this 31111 c.in jml'.^i foi 3 0uis(d|, .it .1113 late I shall 
be out of ii. .uul of 1113 en".i"i ment to the people) 

It ma3' be ih.it .ill this wriiin" is unneccssai3, and 
that 30U ha\e other \iews, but it is as well 3011 
know'1113 opinions Jan. snitu any loss, by 

ilti JJing of I hi Jnl'^tans, tf I ha: i JIM S, i/u) oforc 
/ am, so io uiy^fic of JIMS Jfyou iuni iul on/ 
of Govimor-Giuna! J am nliti'id fom all rtsfonsi- 
bili/y, as io joi'u ail urn in Soudan, iowards iltc 
JiLOJik I do not think I am insubordinate m this 
matter, nor unieasonable I do not sa3’’ I w'ould 
not "i\c all my :t!viits in a snboi dinatc posilion to 
aid 3'ou, but it w'ould be against m3'’ grain and be 
vcr3' distasteful, and must ^0l be in position of 
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Governor-General, that must be a sine qtid non, 
and it must be known that I disapprove of the 
“ rapid retreat I would not say this if I was not 
convinced that the ''rapid retreat” is an opera¬ 
tion of such difficulty as to make every Englishman 
akin, and bound to aid one another If I was Lord 
Wolseley I would make Her Majesty’s Government 
send the Turks here. 

I do not advocate the keeping of the Soudan by 
us, it IS a useless possession, and w e could not govern 
It, neither can Egypt (after the late events) I am 
only discussing how to get out of it m honour and in 
the cheapest way (we must remember we caused its 
troubles), and that way is, either by some sort of 
provisional Government under Zubair, or by giving 
It to the Turks , it is simply a question of getting 
OUT OF IT with decency Zubair would square the 
Shaggyeh and towns-people and arrange with the 
Mahdi, and you could get away He might hold 
his own if you gave the Mahdi a good defeat ere 
you left, at any rate it is only by Zubair or the 

General Gordon intends HIM Government to understand 
by this statement, that, in the position of a Major-General in H M 
service, he would give all his services to the retreating expedition, 
were he ordered to do so, though such an order vv ould be most 
unwelcome, but that he w’ould do nothing of the kind until some 
one replaced him as Governor-General He is really appbing to 
himself the remarl s he made a few pages back “ In military 
affairs it is different one is ordered to go here and there, and 
one obeys (even if one thinks it unwise, having represented it), 
but in diplomacy there is no such call ”— Ed 
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Turks )^ou will get out of the Soudan before No¬ 
vember 1SS5 I I 111 

The Turks are the best solution, though most 
expensive They 70 onld keep the Soil dan give them 
p^2,ooo,ooo The next best is Zubair Avith £^00,000, 
and ;d^ioo,ooo a year for two years, he will keep 
the Soudan for a time (In both cases slave trade 
will flourish), thus )^ou will be quiet in Egj'^pt, and 
will be able to rcircat io Egypt m faniia?')\ 1885 
If yo 7 i do not do this, then be prepared for a deal 
of tvorry and danger, and j'^our campaign will be 
entirely unprofitable and devoid of prestigef for the 
day after you leave Kartoum the Mahdi aviII walk 
in and say he drove you out, which is not pleasant 
in India or elsewhere 

In discussing this question I have entirely put 
my own peculiar views out of the question to give 
up countries which are to some degree civilised, 
Avhich, if properly governed, are quiet and orderly, 
to the Turks or to Zubair, and to allow of the 
slave trade to flourish again m tenfold intensity, is 
not a very high role, but qnoi fame We have not 
the men to govern these lands, we cannot afford the 
money, consequently, I advise what I have said 
When I left the Soudan it was quiet and covered 
Its expenses, and there was no bother to have 

28 Up to the present we have neither given the Soudan to the 
Turks nor have we established Zubair as Governor-General, but 
we have had “ a deal of worry and danger^' and the campaign has 
been “ attirely uijrojitablc and devoid of prestige ” —Ed 
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The two lieutenants were with Hicks, they say 
the army died of thirst, and scarcely fought at all 
With the Mahdi are 5000 men, of which 1000 
are black troops, 150 are Eg}^ptian troops What 
little weight do engineers place on the existence of 
populations m fortresses, yet this existence is all- 
important , more so than the works Malta and 
Gibraltar are weak, because of their civil population 

The Arabs have a big tent at Giraffe this evening 
The lieutenants who came in say the Mahdi will 
try and place a station in the place we drove 
them out of—on the North Front—in August last, 
just before our defeat at El foun. Goba, with the 
exception of IMahomed Seyd Osman’s house and 
the Mosque, is destroyed Salaam Pasha’s is 
nearly so 

8pm —Two slaves have come into Omdurman 
They say “ the regulars m the camp of Mahomet 
Achmet, the Mahdi, went this afternoon to the Dem, 
or camp of Faki Mustapha, and looted it, finng on 
the soldiers of Faki Mustapha, who resisted the 
plundering ” I fear it is all fudge 

Oetober 27—One sergeant-major and two slaves 
came into Omdurman this mormnof Sent out two 
spies towards Shendy 

One thing which (although spiteful) would cause 
me intense pleasure if the ''rapid retreat" is earned 
out, IS that the English would just walk into those 
Shagg^^eh and Bashi Bazouks, and bundle them all 

R 
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toum fell, and then, even, it would not look well to 
go back from Berber, while that even would be 
dangerous to some degree , for the Dongola people 
would see } ou meant to evacuate, and would be 
hostile You have gone so far and spent so much 
tliat I cannot see an} thing for it but to go on. And 
the Turks are the only solution which affords the 
certainty of being able to stop I get out of all my 
troubles if the Turks come, for I shunt them on the 
Turks, and so do you The idea is that when the 
English come here the Arabs wall bolt 

Stewart’s servant, hlacktar, must needs go and 
maiT}' another wufe How they can go on like this, 
marr}-mg and giving m mamage, when one can 
never say, that to-morrow is our owm, is Avonderful 
Tangi has taken twm Avives up here' 

The Government shall not get out of the de¬ 
sertion of Kassala (if they take cover under the 
Hewitt Treaty and say, “ we arranged wnth the 
King of Abyssinia to look after that countty ”), if 
they do desert it, for the Kmg wHl never move, 
and all w^ho have ever knowm an}’thmg of Abyssmia 
must know he can never move There is a report 
in town that Slatm has been put in chams I should 
not be at all surpnsed 

The sergeant-major, soldiers, and two men, 
Shagg}'^eh, wEo came m to-day, say that Slatm is 
not a prisoner The sergeant-major states that one 
of our soldiers escaped from Omdurman three days 
ago On inquir}} I find that it is true, and the 
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officer in command never reported it The sergeant- 
major says the Arabs meditate an attack on Omdur- 
man, in consequence of what the deserter told them 
This is the foicrth desertion since IMarch that I 
know of, and it is the first desertion among the 
soldiers (with saving clause) that I know of Arabs 
fired on the Santels at the end of the lines on the 
White Nile, and struck one The Arabs fired 
fourteen times with Krupp guns , they retired when 
we fired twice on them , they fired from their old 
batter}'' near the Tree “ el Sheddarah ” Some 
time ago I gave Ferratch Pasha ^loo a month, 
and I aftenvards made him a Ferile, or General of 
Division, for political reasons He had the cheek 
to ask me to give him ^150 a month (the sum I 
used to gave the Seraskier or Commander-in-Chief 
in the Soudan in old times, but which was £^o 
beyond regulation) He put in an application a fev 
days ago for the ^150, and forage for eight horses' 
Quite ignoring the state of the Dhoora exchequer 
I said, “ Wait ” He was foolish enough to renen 
the application, which I tore up He may go to 
the Arabs if he likes The Arabs appear to be 
passing the Blue Nile at Giraffe, they may be going 
to place a post at Halfeyeh, the Sheikh el Obeyed 
refusing to send his men there, we shall see to¬ 
morrow. It is not from any feeling of respect to 
the people up here that I urge their relief, but it 
is because they are such a weak selfish lot, and 

Barges—E d 
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the glory of God” {t e our interests) They are an 
amusing lot Allah on lips, self interest at heart, 
and such self interest, as is positively naked, and 
they even laugh at it 

A soldier and a slave came in to-night to Om- 
durman They say the Mahdi is undecided what 
to do The regulars with the Mahdi have been 
robbing the Arabs, so the Mahdi has taken away 
their arms 

Spy m from Sennaar fifteen days ago with letters,^' 
which say Sennaar is all nght This was m answer 
to a letter I sent to Sennaar saying, “ Expedition 
was on its way to relieve the garrisons, so Sennaar 
depends on me to see after it.” 

Oetober 28 —The man who came from Sennaar 
says the Mahdi has ordered all the Arabs to con¬ 
gregate at Kartoum from all parts Sheikh el 
Obeyed has made a station close to Giraffe, on 
right bank of Blue Nile They have two boats 
plying across the nver, taking corn from Sheikh 
el Obeyed to Waled a Goun Arabs had a recon¬ 
noitring party in the rums of Omdurman village this 
morning 

One lieutenant, one sergeant-major, four soldiers, 
and one boatman came in this morning from the 
Arabs at Omdurman Rumour says the steamers 
have been looting Shendy (I hope that it will be 
remembered none of the Egj’ptian soldiers, officers, 
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and-a-half days from Berber They, the expedi- 
tionaiy* force had eight steamers (one, the old 
screw boat of Dongola, I had towed up from Wady 
Haifa In 187S) The man said the Abbas went on 
to Dongola (why was it not sent up with the 
others I have given half month's pay to ail 
ranks below sergeant-major I only owe them now 
half month’s pay 

If the General of the expeditionaiy* force has 
sent up a force, by Nile to Berber, to take Berber, 
and then if he marches across with bulk of foicc 
from Merowe, in my humble opinion he has done 
the nght thing 

Abou Hamcd 



If Berber had not been taken it would have been 
a picnic Baring" Banng”^ 

Ur Bari)^io Lari GiaiAiii 

C-irc, Februir} 2S^p 1SS4, 

‘ I ra.e ll e ronour to rejort to }otir Lordship that althou^^h 
I cid no*' spec ally cons J: Ge^'eral Gordon on the SwIgccI 

Enr.si troops to Assouin he telegraphs to me that if 
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earnest prayer) (Floyer will be furious at this 
misuse of telegraph forms I am truly delighted 
that the Abbas did not leave the Greeks behind, 
and only abandoned the boats carrying wood I 
hope in fourteen days to have another sister 
steamer to Abbas and Hassemyeh completed I 
have told them to rivet her only six inches above 
water line, and to put holdfast rivets for the uppei 
portion which is above water, and which does not 
require to be watertight 

They say that the Faschcr^'^ steamer had a gun 
on her, she went aground near Abou Shourim 
(the Father of the Truth), and got delayed in her 
pursuit of the Abbas The man wounded by the 
mine is wounded in the head, chest, and legs, there 
IS not much hope of his recovery 

Awaan (Stewart’s friend, the secretary of Arabi) 
IS behaving very badly in prison , he was put m 
chains by mistake and released, but it has had 
no effect he abuses the soldiers I expect he 
wrote to the Mahdi and told him of Stewart’s 
departure and of the “Journal” His arrest is said 
to have been of great effect in the town , he is said 
to have preached for a long time m favour of the 
Mahdi 

Ocfobcr 29 —To-day, }ear 1301 a ir, is said to be 
about the date of Hicks’s disaster, it was on the 

This part of the Journal is nnttcn on telegraph forms — Ed 
Captured at Berber b} the Arabs — Ed 
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ist, 2nd, 3rd November, but with the Arabs it was 
the 12th, 13th, 14th Moharrem The news was 
known in Cairo three weeks after the event 
occurred , since that date up to this date nine people 
have come up as reinforcements—myself, Stewart, 
Herbin, Hussein, Tongi, Ruckdi, and three servants, 
and not one penny of money Of those who came 
up, two, Stewart and Herbin, have gone down 
Hussein is dead, so six of the reinforcements alone 
remain, while we must have sent down over ijOC) 
and 700 soldiers, total 2200, including the two 
Pashas, Ibrahim Hardar, and Hussein Chen, Coet- 
logon, &c The regulars, who were m arrears of pay 
for three months when I came, are now only owed 
half a month, while the Bashi-Bazouks are owed 
only a quarter month, and we have some ;^5oo 
in the treasury It is quite a miracle We have 
lost two battles, suffering severe losses in those 
actions of men and arms, and may have said to 
have scrambled through, for I cannot say we can 
lay claim to any great success during the whole 
time Things apparently went against us when Ave 
thought Ave Avere getting the best of it 

I believe Ave have more ammunition, Remington 
(though AA’e have fired three million rounds at the 


General Gordon asl»s in an undated telegram, untten after 
the fall of Berber “Is it right that I should haic been sent to 
Kartoum uith onl} sc\en followers, after the destruction of 
Hicks’ arm}, and no attention paid to me till communications 
were cut —Ed 



\j >1> » niul nu'i<’ >nl(li'i> nov , than when 1 c.iinc 
11,' \\ I lii\i’<\(r\ i( T I'.i to ihnnK (»(ul for Ills 

|,<',<citoii \\' )in<l nnin nntov. inl .ind niu \- 
j < ri< (1 iiiisloriun* s , the <i' atli ol !»< r .ui I’k \ .U 

< >i: ina tin .\!nio 4 iinproSH d>l( wr''! inp of su aniers 

.o St nn 1 ir and iliur n iJt - d( la\ , oiir di ft ai 
( ift< r 1 1 foun \!rjor\’l, li\ v. hirii v. i Io,l tin atliM* 
oniof oni inu.ji, lad oiii )i fniiii", I'.islia, Maiiomei 
\/i ilu- snrn nd( r of *> dt li l’"lii uul 1500 nn n. 

iin ilic ( i]iuii< of lilt Mr/" '.}/ • t( amt r . ilu 

! di <if lit I Ik I, V. iih iv.o It inv lo'i It Is icdK 

wontltrfii) ihat v.iih such (< v. siicco scs aiul so 
lU’n\ I't i\ \ dr i tt r , v.( duuiltl bf in iIk position 
v.< in no,’. Of tht r< inftirrt mt ni, sicv irt and 
1 oni^i-y)' Wound'd W t iiut kr i three sitanurs, 
two at lit rljt r ind ont it tin IjIik \ilf, and \\c 
line Iniili anoihi.i. tin ///'‘t-</’, niuI hope* to 
ha\< another finishod m a foitm^ht, which makes 
ourlos>oal\ ont '1 In dt ft 11 n< ir Id foun biouolu 
about the irrn d hen of tin Malnli, which mii,du 
ha\( been \cr\ st nous, but his .urival has beem 
.i])j)aicnily renderitl innocuous We* h.i\c / [o.ooo 
in d rcasurj in i‘\ri i, ami When I came up, 

there was /■5000 m Treasury We have /15,000 
out m the town m pajiei mone) When I came, 
we had two Pashas, Jliialniii /fan/dr, Jfii^siin 

1 ormcrly Cicncnl Gordon’s under sccrclnr) and sccrclar) 
Tie u IS of old and good fimily, and greatly rcsjicctcd b) General 
Gordon, who said in 1879 A few men like Bcrzali llc} would 
regenerate Kgypl, but tlicy arc rare —T'j) 



254 


GENERAL GORDON'S JOURNAL 


Cha i, \vc have now two, Fo yafcJi and Nutzcr 
Pasha Two women, wives of tlie men who escaped 
yesterday (with another verj^ small blown baby), came 
into Omdurman to-day They say the Arabs are 
very angiy about the desertions, also a boy came in 
It would seem, looking over the past months, that, if 
taken m detail, events have been very much against 
us , while, if taken gcnerall}^, we have been most 
successful I always had an idea we would not be 
allowed any success which we could impute to 
ourselves, that events would be so ruled that we 
should just scramble through and have nothing to 
boast of Mahomet Ah Pasha’s defeat was owing 
to his and his men and the people of Khartoum’s 
desire to loot Sheikh el Obeyed (the man, not the 
city) It was against my gram, for I wanted to 
capture Berber, which ivas the proper military 
operation to undci take, it was only because they 
were so anxious, and represented the affair as so 
easy, that I consented to it Pci haps, if tve had 
taken Berber, Her Majesty’s Government would 
have said that no expedition was necessary for the 
icluf of ihc garyisomi, but it would not have been 
correct to reason thus, for, though Berber might 
ha\ c been taken, we could not have garrisoned it, 
and It would have been a barren victory, and not 
have done much towards the solution of the Soudan 
problem or withdrawal of the garrisons, while it 
might, on the other hand, have stopped the expedi¬ 
tion for (heir )clicf 
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]i IS the M.ilulis men wIkj h.u( ni.ulc the slalion 
,u KoKoo on ris;hi. li.inl. ol llic I’lhic Nilc opposiic 
(jiKifu. noi ilu nun of W.'lt d n C>oun , I expect it 
ii to o\( lav.( tb(* Slu'ilJi el < )l)' \< d 

'I he lln^'^aras on llu north suk captnied tins 
nKrmnLt ihn'e of ihi Aiahs (one is lirfjthei of the 
v.riitr \\liosu thini 4 sv.(i( hnind on the l)ank, and 
whom \\e supposed to ]ia\( hum imirdeied) , llicj 
v.tre si( alini,Mhr< t lunges biloatpiii,'’ to Saleh. Pasha 
\ sla\e came in from tin Arabs at Omdurman , 
ho s.us tin M.didi • INS. ih< Mohan cm being a 
sacred month, he do( s not iik .in to fi^ht, he did 
not act on that \ u v. /, 1 licks, but then 1 licks 
atl.'’cked oi tra d to attack him 

l^oubts .ire thrown on the \er.icit} of that boat- 
m.in, for la told soim fev lies about how he went 
to Uerber in a fiONornimnt bo.U, which is not tine 
] loNNCN cr, his npoit cheeiid iis foi a time Some 
one (1 .ille\ i.intl s.ial, ‘‘If a he got cuncncy for 
twenty-four hours, it dal its N\oik” 1 am still of 
opinion, ho\\e\er, if the se.ison was not so far 
advanced, and the Nile on the f.ill, that the route 
by the Nile foi .i eo\iKi\e force was a correct 
one, but it ought to ha\e been undertaken m July 
w'lth a rising Nile 

The three men caught to-day say the " c.\pcdi- 
Iionary fojcc /v v//// a( Dibbtlt'd ^ind I expect this 
IS the tiuth, for the eight steamcis coming up the 
Nile IS scarcely possible now, since the Nile is falling 
The distance direct fiom Kaitoum to Debbeh is 
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nearly 250 miles, and if the Kababish are friendly, 
the road is not a bad one, however, I think 
Ambnkol io MUcmma (could the force know I had 
the five steamers at Metemma) would be better, for 
It is only 150 miles, and from Debbeh to Ambukol 
there is water transport The road from Ambukol 
to Metemma does not plunge so deeply into desert, 
indeed, Mcrozud to Berber, 150 miles, with water 
transport from Debbeh to Merow6, would be best 
of all, if the force could cross the Nile at Berber 
The only enemy the force will meet with, on any of 
the three roads, are camel-men and horsemen, till 
It arrives on the banks of the Nile 

October 30 —This morning the Arabs came to 
Halfeyeh, capturing some of our heedless people , 
whether they will stay there or not I do not know— 
rumour says they are on their way to Shoboloha 
and Shendy to repel the ravages of steamers 

You have the map made by railway engineers of the 
route from Ambukol to Metemma, which must have 
all information, wells, &c , &c I should put five 
station forts along the line, and when I made my de¬ 
bouch at Metemma I should split off one detachment 
to capture Berber, and another towards Kartoum, 
taking care of any guns in Shoboloha defile (during 
which passage I should march the men, and not 
leave them in the steamers or boats) I would 
make my base at Metemma for all operations in 
the Soudan connected with the Nile Valley—the 

s 
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numbers I liave put for tlie forts along' road are 
probabl) m excess of what would be required 

Tlie Arab force which went towards the north 
Q Shendy) consists of 200 footmen, and 50 horse 

T\\o men came in from the south fiont—they 
say the Sheikh el Obeyed is with the Mahdi, and 
Waled a Goun, and Abou Gughz are at Giraffe 
I expect that the Arabs have captured one of oui 
merchant’s boats at Halfcyeh. 

We have 1300 men in the North Fort, yet 250 
Aiabs went boldly across our front to Halfcyeh, and 
we do not dare to show our noses, this speaks for 
our hi ora I I 

A slave came in at Omdurman , he says the Mahdi 
says he will not fight until after Moharrem (to-day 
IS 12th Moharrem) 

Arabs fired on the lines from near the White Nile 
to-da), but did no harm Not being able to sleep 
last night, I wms late in getting up, and consequently 
ev'crj'’ one also slept and no proper look-out was 
kept on the Arabs I should think I had written 
twenty orders about their keeping a look-out, but it 
IS of no use The Arabs have gone back to Giraffe 
I am going to make the officer of North Fort pay 
compensation for the men wounded, and to the 
families of those killed, m this raid The map made 
b} the raihvay engineers (1874-1875) must have 
ever} information as to w'ater supply on Ambukol- 
Mctcmma road 

In reality, the relief of the garrisons is only a 
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question of crossing over a tocll-snrvcyed road of 
150 miles, at the end of Inch arc found five steamers 
and nine gnus of course there is a great deal of 
trouble in transport arrangements, but no particular 
dansfer 

I bJievc zuL- (/ L those Shagg}'eh) lost to-day 
twenty-three soldiers taken prisoners, one killed, 
one wounded , seventeen cows, five women, eight 
slaves, three donkeys, seven horses,^* twenty-four 
Remington rifles captured , and this after I had 
repeatedly warned them of an impending attack, 
and specially warned them last night after the 
capture of the three spies The}'-, these Shaggyeh, 
number 1200, on the other side, with 30 horses, 
the Arabs were not 200 , the}'- made no attempt to 
defend themselves, dreadful lot, how I look forward 
to their disbandment • Had I left them at Halfeyeh 
what a time I should have had with them The 
Arabs have paid us off with interest for our cavalry 
raids of a few days ago If any troops come up, 
as soon as the environs are clear around Kartoum, 

I would recommend their immediate disbandment 
I cannot see any reason why the "expedition for the 

2 ® Two of these horses relumed to-<iay, .as I expect the nders 
threw themselves off and let their horses loose, and that, too, at a 
distance so great that the Arabs did not see them 11' 

2 ^ I am gomg to make tliem pay for tt\'ent)'--tu o of the Reming¬ 
tons, for It appears doubtful if they were captured, masmuch as 
to-day they asked me to send the steamer dou n to look for them. 

I expect the men simply threw them down and bolted upon the 
appearance of the Arabs 


S 2 
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1 chef of ihc garnsons ” should not have captured 
Berber, and arrived at Kartoum on lotli November 
(Lord Mayor’s Shou), which is giving ample time , 
saying that troops did advance from Cairo on 
the 15th August, which I guess (from Kitchener’s 




laconic dispatch of 31st August) vas the case 
That strong rumours could not have been knov n 
at Debbeh (for at least twenty dajs) that Kar- 
loum steamers were at Metemma (plundering right 
and left) is most unlikely, even if my many spies 
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(sent willi nolcs to tins effect) did not get through 
one of tlieir number These lumours should have 
pointed out that the AmbiikobMctemma road was 
niL Ko\i> to follow^"*—c\en if not decided on be¬ 
fore, which IS most probable* 

11 \ vll I 1 01 10 M 1 Tl MM \ —It 1 M I \K^ 01 \kabs 


Ambul ol lo Nls”lc 

2 \ hours 

Nc?^cl lo Om 1 lalfi 

I - 

()in Halfi lo Gakd il 

12 

(iak<hl to Klcla Mmn 

18 , 

\bou Kkli 10 Mclcmnn 


1 iru 11 

7 ^^ , 


W til plcnlifiilh suj)j>liLcl 
^ r//s on jlnnl s 

I c\])Lri \*iicr rin be fouiul idi Abou Gir, is water is 

found nl Kiinljol nliuli is on 1 lusher level I sinll anticipate 
no <hn^^cr for 1 force of 200 men as fir as (ichil Ciclif well—that 
lal es 60 iuiIls ofT tins nnrth of 150 and leaves 90 miles 

In the centre von Inve the vvlHs Abou Haifa and Gakdul, 12 
mile*! apart 1 lus central portion is distant Vinbukol So miles 
Melcmma 65 miles T Iicre appear no wells on flanks where 
Arabs can assemble in anv numbers 

October 31—Three men, soldiers, came m from 
the Arabs on tlie White Nile last night To-day 
It is 73,] months, or 233 da}s, since the Arabs 
appeared m our immediate neighbourhood, since 
which date we have had no peace 

It will be bitter cold m the desert, and I think, 
of all the deserts, that of Dongola is the coldest 
I do not think I should send Nutzi Pasha and the 


See map on opposite page —En 
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Eg\'ptlans you take oat of the steamers dovrn 
further than Dongola, for the moment, for if \ou do 
}OU Aviii put Dongola on the qvi Ili: as to the 
evacuation Certainly, for those vrho are for a 
rapid retreat, ha\'ing a i'.tc cv fort (so to say) at 
hletemma, much facilitates the movement ■ for the 
garrisons and the people of KartOum and Sennaar. 
Shendv-Metemma is evidentiv the chief strategical 
pomt of the Scucan for from it \oa reach Kar- 
toum Sennaar and Berber by mater, and Kassala 
bv the Atbara\allev , bat short of making Fov.ler's 
railv ay to Shendy I should p'efer the making of 
stations along the Xile for a peace route and for 
small forces as by the Nile you get free of camel 
transport v.mich depends on the temper of the Arab 
tribes besides the Xile route is cheaper, and could 
be put into euecution vrith one high X’lie 

The three soldiers mho came in last m’ght have 
one sergeant-major among them He sa> sMahmound 
Khalifa vTOte to his father vino i=. v.ith hlahomet 
Achmet *n vh’ch he sa}3 that the Enghsh Ge"'erai 


nvants him to get ca~els i-^ great raste that he is 


de’aving as m^ch as noss He 


t-'at the English 

«■ - o 

Genera^ v a-ts to go .n one bodv tnat he is tr\ing 
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IS now in Ins cnvc 'Ml llic Hiiropeans arc w’lth the 
Mahdi (not in the cave) Slatin is ver}’’ good 
fricnc)'; willi tlie hlalnli, and <■//<• Jiiw every day (^) 

( This IS rather against the cave report) 

The injsterious Frenchman is notwath the hlahdi, 
Init in Kordofan The letter which I spoke of as 
coming from Mahmound Khalifa arrived at the 
Mahdi s camp llftcen da}s ago, so left Dongola 
about twcnt\-two dajs ago (9th October) Can it 
be remembered whether at that time, mz Qih 
October, an) altercation took place on subject of 
march In the letter is a remark, that the English 
Ocneral said he wished “all to go together, for he 
would not lea\e a sick man behind” Tlie man 
sajs, Mahmound Khalifa wrote another letter to 
his father, slating the start from Dongola tow'^ards 
llcrbcr I can produce the sergeant-major wOio 
gave this information 

Church parade much as usual I expect they 
exhibited the captives of yesterday It is extra¬ 
ordinary if w'c arc employing Mahmound Khalifa, 
wdien his father, Hussein Pasha Khalifa, is a so-calkd 
prisoner of the Mahdi Stew^art knows, I think, 

■*’ It WMS "ibout this elite lint tlic rccill of Lord Wolscley w.is 
generally rumoured .it home ind .ibro.id On the roth of October 
this rumoured recall uis ofiicnlly contradicted The ‘limes,' 
however, said “ W'^e hi\ e every confidence in the veracity and 
good information of our correspondent, but so incredible did 
his statement seem at first sight that uc have made further 
inquiries, in order to be quite sure there uas no mistake in its 
transmission ”—Ed 
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Osman Bey, who went down to Berber with 
steamers to escort the Abbas past Berber, and who 
let the Faschcr pursue the Abbas never reported 
this man’s absence , I have turned them out, and cut 
them each a month’s pay (No sentry as usual, on 
North Fort They are incorrigible 2. p m Though 
their men have gone to look for missing nfles, 
I ordered them thirty blows z c the sentries ) 

Two cows have kindly walked into Omdurman 
Fort The Arabs fired a few shots on the lines 
near the White Nile, which did not reach them , 
I expect the Arab chiefs send out the regulars and 
tell them to fire on the lines, and the regulars obey 
orders much as my orders are obeyed here The 
North Fort hate my telescope, day and night I 
work them It is one of Chevalier’s, of Pans, 
which I picked up here and gave Js ^7 

far the best glass I ever saw Commander J Baker, 
R N , has the best opera-glasses , he got them from 
me at Berberah in 1878, in exchange , they belonged 
to the Egyptian Government It was the father of 
Hussein Pasha Khalifa who led the Egyptians into 
the Soudan in 1823 The family comes from 
Assouan, for this, the grant of monopoly of com¬ 
merce through Korosko desert was given to the 
family It was taken away from them in Ismail 
Pasha Ayoub’s time, about 1872, and I restored it to 
them I heard the Mahdi gave them this monopoly 
after the fall of Berber, or rather agreed to their 
retaining it I think the only good one of the 
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family was Sheikh Hamid, who died this year I 
sent the horsemen of these Shagg}^eh out to the 
scene of yesterday’s disaster , they recovered a horse > 
tu o donkeys ’ and three Remingtons * and found 
the body of one of their slaves I am going to 
make them pay for the lost Remingtons, nineteen in 
number now I cannot afford to have Remin2[tons 
thrown away like that This recalls to my mind 
how', when I had 700 men in the North Fort, which 
consisted of tw’o houses distant si\ty yards apart, 
the great Melon, who w'as m the house where the 
telegraph office is, declined to open the door of his 
house and sent a message to the other house, for 
fear of the Arabs, wffio were camped three miles 
distant It wms like this 



r / ; r r 

I have c\ cr felt the greatest insecurity respecting 
the lines, for I behc\e one hundred determined men 
would carr}- them with case, if they made their 
attack on the Shaggach or Basin Bazouk part 
'1 hese creatures used to shut themseUcs into the 
houses at about 7 r , and never go out till it was 
broad davlight , thcv were not eighty }ards from 
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the river The Cairo Turkish Basin Bazouks, the 
Shagg^'ch, and the Fellaheen soldiers, I will back 
against an}'' troops in the world for cozoardicc ’ I 
expect the reason why the Arabs did not take the 
three recaptured horses was because they were as 
frightened nearly as our men {vide p 259), the 
worst of It IS, that it is taken generally as a thing 
of “ viatfc)' of course ” by the Kartoum people, and, 
one may say, officers , no one is a bit put out or 
ashamed, it teaches no experience Vide the 
absence of sentries on the fort to-day, who, I 
expect, cannot sit down over-comfortably to-mght 
after their thirty blows 

One cannot help feeling amused at these Shag- 
g}'ehs, for they are the most arrant braggadocios, 
as are the Cairo Turkish Bashi Bazouks, and when 
} ou come up, if you do, you will see how they will 
exhibit They have little kettledrums about a span 
m diameter , whenever I hear them I feel xaciousl}'- 
inclined This dates back many years The 
Shagg}'eh are very quiet to-day, they are all boxed 
up m the houses , very few have ventured out more 
than 2000 yards The report is that they are 
ashamed, which, if words could make them so, they 
ought to be, but I doubt it They have not beaten 
their kettledrums to-mght, yes, they have begun to 
beat them now On one occasion, when I had two 
guns m their fort, I had a truly miserable night, for 
a cow would have taken the fort, though there were 
1200 men m it It was more for the guns than for 
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them that I v/as anxious The horse, -which v/as 
recovered to-day, was saddled and uas bridled, but, 
like a wise brute, as he could not eat v, Ith the bit in 
his mouth, he put his foot on the bridle and broke it 
off I telegraphed to the rider “that I felt sure he 
could not look him m the face after leaving him out 
all night for nothing with the saddle on ” 

Novembcr i —The Arabs came up to their old 
fort m front of Bourre this morning and fired a fev/ 
shots , they did not stay five minutes there A 
Boulak Basha, his son, and two slaves came in to 
Omdurman and report the Mahdi is in the cave, that 
Slatin has retained all his property, that the Arabs 
continue to desert the iMahdi, who sends the regu¬ 
lars after them , that the deserting Arabs fight the 
soldiers, and have killed many of them , that the 
Arabs generally doubt the mission of the iMahdi, 
and wish for the return of the Government The 
Mahdi is not going to fight during Moharrem and 
Saphia months Two hundred and fifty Arabs 
deserted yesterday The Mahdi sent the regulars 
after them, and four regulars were killed, and the 
deserters got away Fifty to one hundred per diem 
run away These people are a fine lot The 

It IS interesting to note hov/ often General Gordon breal s 
av.ay abruptly from a subject A.hich is imtating him, and deals ^nth 
one v.hich has a touch of humour m it He dc\ er does this ’v^hen 
he is discussing or explaining any particular point, it is onl} 
Vrhen he is thoroughly anno}ed ^Mth his subject that he suddenly 
leases it—E d 
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merchants of the market have been refusing to give 
more tlian three and a-half reals for a sovereign, five 
to six reals being the proper rate , so I captured 
nine of the chief of them, and have sent them to 
the lines with a pretended order to send them out 
to Waled a Goun, but with orders to keep them on 
the lines I hope this will cure them I shall let 
them in again when they sign a paper agreeing to 
m)'’ terms Of course it is tj^anny, but there is no 
other course to be pursued The nine culprits, 
three soldiers with fixed bayonets before, three 
soldiers with ditto behind, and a mounted cavass 
on each flank, are wending their way to the lines 
through the market Quite a procession I My 
servants are my staff I never hear these sort of 
things from the officials, who are bribed, I ex'pect, 
to keep silence 

7 r M A small bright fire in direction of 
and below Halfeyeh, lasting scarcely a minute I 
flatter myself I keep a good look out “ 

Two soldiers came to Omdurman, escaping from 
the Arabs this evenmsf Nothinsf new 

One of the trjnng things of this existence is the 
way that one is waylaid as one goes out with peti¬ 
tions for dhoora, and howled at These are the 
times when one feels amiably disposed towards the 
gentlemen who have ruled m Cairo for the last 
seven years 

General Gordon was in the habit of passing a great part of 
the day and of the night on the roof of his palace — Ed 
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Xoi.;ibc 7 'z .—Those men I sent oat ostensibly 
to the Arabs have ^ven in, and I iiave let them 
back into tov^m. I hate these coercive measures. 
But vrhat is to be done ? This fri2:hten‘n5’ them is 
better than putting them in prison or chaining 
them. Xo words are of any anmil or orders Two 
demdshes with their weapons presented themselves 
before lines this morning saying they had a letter 
from the iMahdi for me (at ZTesalamieh Gate). I 
said Leave the letter and go back , I v.n J not let 
vou in. It is no use anv more writinc:. 

Tlie Arabs hredon the Imes near thedVhite Xile. 
We answered and committed some damage, from all 
appearance • for the whole Dem turned ouL I have 
forb.dden all hring on the Arabs, unless they come 
so near as to injure our people ; for I expect this 
vague hring is only performed by the captured 
soldiers to conform, in appearance, to the orders of 
the Arab chiefs 

Letter has come in At is an address to the whole 
town It has no seal, the usual rubbish about the 
IMahdi being Zuahdi See. A soldier came in from 
the Arabs at Omdurman , he sa}*s the iMahdi is not 
in the cave, but in a tent (vein* stupid man 1 ) Some 
one has stolen 93 coo okes of biscuit • this robber}' 
took place nearly a year ago and was only found 
out two days ago. The people of the town wonder 
at one's s:etting no information; the last I had was 
from Kitchener, dated 31st August, and received 

^ ATOe^cixV 
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17th September, now forty-six days ago Had our 
people sent to Kassala via Massowah,'*® there is 
no doubt information could have got through, but 
it is no use saying any more on the subject I 
suppose you acted according to “your conscience, 
best of your ability, and custom of war in like 
cases ” 

3 30 p M Sentries off the roof of the North Fort 
again, sent over to have them flogged ' 

Rectified list of biscuit is 266,430 okes 
Dhoora is 2110 ardebs in magazine to-day—six 
Aveeks’ consumption '' and then the sponge must be 
thrown up 

I could write volumes of pent-up wrath on 
this subject if I did not] believe things are or¬ 
dained and all work for the] best I am not at 
all inclined to order half rations with a view to 
any prolongation of our blockade , if I did so, it 
would probably end in a catastrophe before the 
time, m which, if full rations are given, we should 
have exhausted our supplies I should be an 
angel (which I am not, needless to say) if I was 
not rabid with Her Majesty’s Government, but 
I hope I may be quiet on the subject of this 
Soudan and Cairo business, with its indecision, but 
to lose all my beautiful black soldiers is enough 

Massowah is only 466 miles from Kartoum, and less than 
half that distance from Kassala,—E d 

t e In mutiny or a stampede to the Mahdi “ The belly 
governs the whole world ”—Ed 
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to make one angry with those who have the 
direction of our future.” 

Arabs fired four rounds this eveninof towards the 
lines near White Nile, but did no harm (one shell 
fell m the town) with their Krupp 

November 3—Two women and one boy came 
in to Omdurman from the Arabs , also seven cows 
walked into the same place To-day is anni¬ 
versary of Hicks’s defeat I have let out several 
of the men whom I had arrested as adherents of the 
Mahdi, they have had a good warning 

4PM Bordccii in sight I have let out the Sheikh 
cl Islam, Cadi, and the old Mudir A soldier came 
from the Arabs to Omdurman, he says Slatin is a 
prisoner for the last three days With this man 
came m a spy from the Mahdi, whom I put in prison 
The Mahdi has sent regulars to the rear I shall 
send down the Bordeen the day after to-morrow to 
Metemma, and shall send the dSns, Tongi & Co 
down with the steamer, and you can send them 
on to Cairo. I think this is noble on my part, 
for you get their boats and they use your camels 
The post has come m from Bordccn. Kitchener’s 
letter, saying “Abbas was captured” was a terrible 
blow (I send back the letters sent to Stewart in 
envelope) ” 

Here again General Gordon is really angry, and breaks off 
with a humorous touch about his black soldiers, so that he may, 
as it were, hold himself m.—E d 
A ppendix X 
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KiJ<'lun(i .is]., who vtio oil board Sicwart, 
IV'Aii .ind ibrbin th< I'rcnch Consul, and the 
('».(( ks named m tin map^in on the other side 
I I innot umhi'.iand it, foi the 'o ner.al opinion was 
til.It iho iont( was fjuiti safe for the .ll>l>a<, which 
Ind a mount iin i;un and ' onn fift) soldiers m her 
I r in onl\ imt it dov n in • ome in acln r)f on the 
part of till \rab pn ti ndin^ to be friends 

I cannot <]( cipln r I oid W eilsi ley’s telettram,''’ for 
'>t( w.irt took the nj)h('i books (I’le.ise inform 
1 orci^n ()fi’ice of .V ■ for if he [Stewart] is killed, 
md (aptnnd ih<\, the ripher-books, are m 

the Ii.ukIs of the M.ihdi ) I think cipher-inessattes 
•re in ‘-onn countrK'-. hk< this, a mistake 
’1 lie ^h( nd\ st( lint 1 . sent back ten wounded 
fiom Shi ml\ tint si nousK . and I hear the} liad 
fne killtd Tor yootlnt ss’ sake do not send back 
ain |itians, in sle.imt rs, to Ivartouin , I 

include Ikish.is, ufi'icen, men, and c\clude the 
sailor^, nvpneers, .uni captains of steamers 


*' I isl of (itclI ho w t il 
Dcinilrios 1C. iiinoul i 

(iLor^'c il os 

Ilcrinl IJohu iki 
\lc\indrc Cicinciri 
Nisinn Abi^ui 
Ncssim Morinos 
IXmitnos Pcrdicikib 
Mrchcl Nomikos 
Slnuros Ihjndnkis 
Jean Prospion 


\u iIk sieiincr Abba^^ lo Sept *8} 
I )u nusihcn ICaj)ilo‘; 

Demitnos (icorgopoulos 
(icorgc Koniis 
\enoplion \posloIidis 
(icorge '1 inizos 
lean Slergiou 
Nicohs Kou\aras 
lean Dcrmilrzakis 
Michel Cliat/i Clinstodoulou 


Appendix X 
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If Addas is lost, I hope a Court of Inquiry 
will be held on the departure of Col Steuart and 
hlessrs Power and Herbin , for hen they left we 
had no news of an Expedition of Relief— t’lcfc my 
journal, also it was generally believed that the 
passage of the Addas down was an absolute cer¬ 
tainty without danger. I also add that Stewart, 
Herbin, and Power left of their own free will, and 
without any order from me, as the papers captured 
would show, if ever available I refused to ordir, 
but I said, ” If you like to go, I aviII assist }ou to 
o-Q It is at vour own risk The ser\uce you will 
perform is great, and you can do no good here ” I 
scrotc this to Col Stczoart, in an official letter 

Novciudcr 4 —I received private letters from 
Stanley, dated Congo, 5th hlay, and from Sir S 
Baker, ist June I like the official note written on 
the envelope of Sir Samuel Baker’s letter to me— 
“ Communications avec la Soudan interrompees.” I 
should think the communications were interrompees”’ 

The Arabs have one gun at Shendy and one gun 
at jNIetemma , they struck Mansoiorah four times 

I looked upon the descent of the Addas as a 
certainty I looked upon the relief of Kartoum 
as most uncertain , hence I sent down the cipher- 
books of the Foreign Office Perhaps the Addas 
got wrecked on the cataract It is vety sad 
There is a report that the Sheikh el Obeyed is 
dead, if true, it will simplify that vexed question vnth 
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Vol VI 

To be pruned do^\n if published 

C G GORDON 


Copy of Ictta that accompanied this diary 

KA.RTOUM, \o Nov, 1884 

Sir, 

Since departure, 10 Sept, of Lt-Colonel Stewart, 
:MG, I have kept a daily journal of all e\ents at 
Cartoum, which contains also my piivatc opinions upon 
ertam facts, which perhaps it is just as well } ou should 
mow confidentially You can of course make extracts 
if all official matter, and v ill naturally lea\ e my private 
ipinions out m the case of publication I ha^e alreadj- 
ent five portions of this journal, and now send the sixth 
lortion 

I ha\ e the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient sen ant, 

C G GORDON 

The Chief of the Staff, 
ioudan E\pcditionan Force 
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to go I jumped at his offer Then Stewart said 
he would go, if I would exonerate him from desert¬ 
ing me I said you do not desert me / I cannot go, 
but if you go, you do great service I then wrote 
him an official, he wanted me to wnte him an order. 
I said “No, for though I fear not responsibility, I 
will not put you in any danger in which I am not 
myself” I wrote them a letter, couched thus 
“Abbas IS going down, you say you are willing to 
go in her, if I think you can do so m honour—you 
can go m honour, for you can do nothing here, and 
if you go you do me service m telegraphing my 
views ” You will notice the number of Greeks 
They were a bodyguard I ordered and paid highly, 
to prevent any treachery on the part of the crew 
Thus the question of treachery was duly weighed 
by me and guarded agamst, as far as I could—both 
on the part of the crew and on the part of the 
inhabitants—and I told them to anchor mid stream, 
and not to take wood except m isolated spots ^ 

I escorted them by two steamers past every place 
where danger could be apprehended, viz, Berber 
and Shendy They appear to have been captured 
in a comparatively thinly populated place, below 
Abou Hamed I feel somehow convinced they were 

^ It IS impossible to read this without a feeling of admiration 
for the thorough nay m which General Gordon examined into the 
mmutest details of eveiydhing himself Ei ery precaution human 
foresight could concene he took to ensure the safety of the 
and her crew, hanng done this, her fate was in higher 
hands than his —Ed 
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captured by trcacheiy—the Arabs pretending to be 
friendl)—and surprising them at niglit I will own 
that, ^\lthout reason (apparenllj, for the chorus was, 
that the /; // sa/l) I ha\ e never been comfoi t- 
able since the} left Stewait was a man who did 
not chew the cud, he never thought of danger in 
piospective , he was not a bit suspicious (while I am 
made up of it) I can sec in imagination the whole 
scene,' the sheikh inviting them to land, saying, 
“Thank God the I\Iahdi is a liar”—bringing in 

- Compare Gcncnl (lordon’s nccounl wuli the account gi\cn 
uv the Mudir of Dongola —“ \ certain I aki \\ alacl Alimct, who 
appears trustuorihy, has armed licre, stilmg that he has lieard 
lint after Gcncril CiorJon's return to Kirtoum a steamer, ^\lth 
forty men on board, partl\ ].uro])canb and partly Egyptians, 
besides five negroes and three scnnnts, armed at Salannt, ^^here 
she ran aground, but did not founder Ihe population, a\\are of 
the fate of Berber, and Ijcing much alarmed, sc^crtl persons from 
the steamer A\ent ashore in order to reassure the natives, declaring 
that they had not come to make a\ ar, but to purchase camels m 
order to cross the desert to Mcraui llie Sheikhs Soliman and 
Abu Noman, and the uncle of haki Osman, agreed to see to their 
con\eyance, and pro\ided a guule, ^\ho was to conduct the part) 
Those on board \^cre so pleased uith this attention that they 
presented one of the Sheikhs 'iMth a gold sword, the uncle with a 
silver sword, and the guide with a iich dress, wdiereupon the 
Sheikhs requested them to leatc the steamer and accept their 
hospitality until preparations had been completed for crossmg 
the desert The invitation was accepted, and the part}^ entered 
a house, where they w^ere all massacred The Sheikhs afterwards 
returned to the steamer and killed most of them on board Of 
forty persons only fourteen were spared, and these were taken 
prisoners'' The Sub-Mudir, not knowing if there were any 
Europeans among the survivors, had sent messengers for further 
intelligence —Ed 
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wood—men going on shore and dispersed The 
Abbas with her steam down, then a rush of wild 
Arabs, and all is over' A spy said something of a 
chief having pretended to be friendly, and when the 
Abbas was near, rushing on her^ but then he said 
the Abbas turned on them, and killed seventy-two 
or seventy-three (see back page of this Journal) “ 
It IS very sad, but being ordained, we must not 
murmur I look on it as being a Nemesis on the 
death of the two Pashas 

I do sincerely hope you will have a strict exami¬ 
nation into the question of Stewart, Power, and 
Herbm going down What makes me think so 
much of the capture being by treachery is, that 
the two sailing-boats which went with the Abbas 
have not arrived at Debbeh, for if the Abbas struck 
on a rock, why could not the boats come on ^ I 
expect they were all caught at one co2tp 11 p m 
last night Arabs fired twelve shells into the town 
from their Krupps on the South Front, they did not 
frighten us and did no harm At midnight they 
fired two or three volleys of musketiy'- with no 
effect Four soldiers came m from the Arabs at 
Omdurman They state the Mahdi sent a party of 
Arabs to Sennaar, the garrison sallied out and 
killed nearly all of them Also that the Baggara 
Arabs, under pretence of getting better pasturage 
for their cattle, asked the Mahdi to let them go 
from his camp some distance, he agreed, and they 
^ i c , details of the fighting strength of the Alias —Ed. 
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ihc people no longer rcgaicl the Mahdi as re 
Hussein Pasha Khalifa is croocl friends with the 
IMahdi The Arabs came near Bourre and hied 
a few shots, and then went back I expect that 
the Arabs sent the regulars out, and go thiough 
this as a mere form, one of these men ^ w as w ith 
Slatin Be} when he surrendered, and sa}s he did 
so when he had plent} of food and ammunition, and 
that he (Slatin) is on the best terms with the Mahdi 
We shall not know the truth until the other 
Europeans get out of the iMahdi’s clutches 

Stewart liad about RGo m trold wuth him, and 
evaypaper conno.ctc.d with our mission I purposely 
kept none here, for one did not know' wdiat one 
da} would bring forth, when he left on the loth 
of September w'e had lost over Soo men killed, and 
97S Remingtons, with a lot of ammunition on 4th of 
September, only six days before he left Baker 
tells me new's, he sa}s Clifford Lloyd has left on 
account of row wnth Nubar, and that China and 
France have come to terms 

One shell from the Arabs w'ent over the towm 
and fell in the river 

I have mentioned that Stcw'ait's journal contained 
all events from ist March, 1SS4, to loth September, 
and if lost there is onl}'- the journal of the Doctor, 
which begins 7th March, 18S4 

I wnsh the correspondent of the Tunes to know 
this, and to be told that the Doctor has promised 


■* ho came in 
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“ 5^ou can send one home, while you keep the copy 
to refer to ” 

I send with this the Firman of Towfik and the 
letters® respecting the troops withdrawing, which I 
received at Cairo on the 23rd January, 1884, and 
which have not been promulgated 

If Stewart, Power, and Herbm died because they 
would not change their religion, they are as much 
martyrs as Peter or Paul 

A black boy of ten yeais was caught by the 
Arabs outside of the Lines this morning, collecting 
grass, and he escaped from them this evening and 
came back to the town , he is a smart boy 

If the Addas is taken, the Mahdi has the small 
seal I used m my former time, and he captured at 
fall of Berber my large seal, so he has both If it is 
true, the Addas must have been captured between 
Abou Hamed and Merowd, on or about the i8th 
September Now, on the i8th September the Arabs 
must have known of Kitchener being at Debbeh, 
since he wrote to me from that place on 3 ist August 
Probably Stewart was lulled into security in feeling 
himself so near Merow6, and on account of the 
news the Sheikh gave him of the advance of the 
expedition 

Abou Hamed is one hundred miles from Merow6, 
which, with the current, the Addas could do m 
twelve hours, and there is only one small cataract to 
pass, which is, by all accounts, an easy one Stewart 
® Appendix Y 
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had a supreme contempt for the Soudanese people, 
and for their coiirage, which I do not share That 
our men are not heroes, I agree, but we had against 
us the feeling that the Aiabs Avere ten times our 
numbers, while we had received no reinfoi cements 
whatever ’ If he (Stewart) has fallen, it is because 
he was earned away by the idea the Arabs would 
not dare to do anything Power had the same defect, 
V 17 , over-rashness in not consideiing the material they 
^ hp.d to suppoit them You may be very strong your- 
^^If, but your strength is of no avail if you are sujd- 
poited by Aveaker vessels The rate of progress of 
a fleet is decided by the speed of the sloAvcst vessel, 
so up here one ought to Avork as if the whole mass 
AA'as as cowardly as the gi eatest coAvard m the force 
If the Abbas Avent on a rock she had two boats 
(avIucIi I expressly mentioned to Stewart Avere to be 
taken m case of such an accident), and they could 
have got into them, and, Avith the current, got doAvn 
easily I sent, in 1878, a boat Avith a large tank, in 
Avhich Avere four hippopotami (infants), it got doAvn 
to Catro in fifty days from here, and SteAvart had the 
Reis, or pilot of that boat, in the Abbas Humanly 
speaking, Avhen SteAvart left here the condition of 
Kartoum Avas desperate, Avhile, on the other hand, 
Avhen once the Abbas passed Berber, Avhich Ave 
escorted her past, the certainty Avas she Avould reach 
Dongola, and even avc discussed Avhether Dongola 

■ Tint is to sa}, the men Avcrc depressed by the apparent 
remoteness of their chance of escape —Ed 
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opinion^, ami. llicrcforc*. ns \oti hn< all 1113 mows 
on the Sondan in \nur lonrnal. I hc'^ )ou will, in 
answcnnc; cjucru’s of llcr Mai(‘il\'s f»n\crmnenL, 
make cMiacts from llu‘ loiirnal. ami Male ‘fknera! 
G Majs or iliat,' wliilt; \rni aic ai lull liiicrLy lo 
i^nc \our opin.on, e\Ln if it dillers fioin mine, but 
let llcr Maje'^u's G»o\Lrnimnl 1 now ' /</,• / it, cav; 
and a 7 /(/.' Tt’-'Si(wart llu ni^hl he leli, 
wrote at my dicipuon a sene'! of (juestions winch 
I answered on li.ilf-m.n'pn of the s une paper, and in 
which I said, “If Her Maiestj s {io\erninenL ha\c 
not acted up to tune wlien \ou i^ei. down, then it is 
too late, and it is no use doim^ aiiuhiii”- " 

A curious tilling has h.ippened . m\ friend Kit¬ 
chener sent up the post he wrajijied the letters m 
some old newspapers (he i^a\e me no news in his 
letter), the old newsjj.ipers were thrown out in the 
garden there a clerk who knew some Knglish 
found them blowing .ibout, and gave them to the 
apothecary of the hospital, who knows English 
The doctor found him reading them, saw' date 
15/// and secured them foi me, they 

are like gold, as you may imagine, since we have 
had no news since 24th 1 ebiuary, 1SS4 ' 

These papers gave us fai more information than 
any' of y'our letters Did K send them by acci¬ 
dent or on purpose^ Abyssinian ambassadors in 
London, Waliner Castle, &c , my' black troops 
beating back Ras Aloula at Keren, not recognizing 
the Hcw'itt Treaty', and killing 194 of the Abys- 

u 
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sinians, at Keren, vide Standard, 1 and 15 Sep¬ 
tember. Lord Wolseley seen ofi’ at \'ictoria Station 
for the Gordon relief expedition ^ f NO ' for the 
relief of Soudan garrisons. Khedive expressing 
delight at seeing Lord X., vhile during the audi¬ 
ence the Khedive displa^'ed great cordiaht}* towards 
Lord X Abdel Kader sa}nng 3’ou would have four 
hard fights I do not believe it.^ 

It appears that these newspapers were chucked 
out of the Palace, but that a man saw the papers 
were thrown out, and said to the cavass, " Give me 
those papers to wrap up tobacco ” The cavass 
gave them, and the doctor’s assistant gomg to the 
shop saw them, and seeing the date, took them, 
and then the doctor got them 

I think that the defeat of Ras Aloula, at Keren 
if true, is splendid; when the Abyssinian Am¬ 
bassadors were being entertained at Walmer Castle 
The Hewitt Treaty, instead of aiding us, appears 
only to have added to our enemies 

It does seem wonderful if Her ^lajesty’s Go¬ 
vernment have made a treaty with King John to 
give over Bogos, i e Keren, i e Senheit, to him 

^ On the page opposite tne one Trhich contains this paragrapn 
General Gordon has pasted cuttings &om the paper to Trlncli he 
alludes One of these cuttings sajs, “ An ofrcial telegrani received 
he^'e uom. AVad/ Haifa states that o-^ng to the unprecedented 
lovmess of the Nile, no confidence is felt in the practicaoIlitT of 
hauling boats o%er tne cataracts till the end of September'" 
General Gordon’s comment vntten against this is, I: vras not a 
lovr Nile—it vras an average Nile, only you vrere foo laW' —Eb 
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iih oilu r jtl.u (' t. in.il <'r<l' r v.cn iinl • < .U lo the 

fortnle c\ ’runt* hut if llu' p ip( r'< v c‘.ecun^cl 

ir< tnu tin! Kp .MhuI i v. n inat(.i hach, it n 

no iirh (utifi v. (r< t'i\<n \\ Ini .ui c'- 
t.uiniiinn till of 'tf’ii'.' Mitr’l.i’.iii his h Iti r 

lo(>i(iI ('oiMilntn of (lit' , vJi of Xu'uist, < a\ s, 

//!;//<('■( o,,v, - // / /;n, if I\(U, ( f Scnh( It, 

•i Do yi')('/(>,/(, Mill thfiiv.t ha\( till tfh'M.iiii 
froi.i 'il.n'OMP tnu I\ ■ Moul 1 h.is 

K< n n. ind lo v ]< t ( i tin .S/v of ist 

St.])i(inhLr) Ih tin ' p ip'i iniinculoi sl\ m cured, 

I (( v.( ln\( Ill'd' Mini ter of Interior Ahdcl 

K id( r 1’I hi Kcojilin; to nil icconnt > up h(.re, 

ill IS " \hd( 1 IC ■(!( r itid tin l'ort\ 'lhie\es 

e; ( ' 


Ko.i,. Oil (I — 1 hnn hor tnu n nnd four footmen 
(\rn1>s) (.lint o[(posiit Hourrf to-d i\ on ri'^hl bank 
of iht \ilt, ind firt d a ft v. shots, and went otf on 
our firin'; tv.o shots frfun ]\rup]» Also, the Arabs 
came down with ilu ir ^uns ttj the W lute Nile end 
of Unes, and fired on the S.intals A soldier of 
ours c.line in from Sheikh el Obejed with his wife 
and child , he s.iys Slm/J’ ,l Olnyid c/’o/four da)'s 
.i'j;o (to the ^re.ii lehef of S.mth.rson), now* we have 
only the aty to dc.il with 'I'wo moie soldiers came 
m from A mbs .it Omdiirman '1 he Aiabs fiied seven 
rounds from their pmns on the Lines near the White 
Nile, A i) 0 si was ca|)tured by Sheikh el Obeyed 
So. ‘ Isiiniln,’ vol i, p y — hv> 
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(with European letters, coming from Kassala) just 
before his death , the porter of these letters was 
killed 

I expect that the naming of the expedition the 
Gordon Relief Expedition is because the fiction 
''that Her Majesty s Government has no responsibility 
tovjards the Soudan and its garrisons ” is going to 
be held to, and that the object of the expedition 
thus named, will be considered as accomplished, if 
Kartoum is reached, but m that case, how can the 
sending up Stewart and me be explained ^ It was 
certainly because our Government thought they 
were responsible that we were sent, also if Her 
Majesty’s Government has no responsibility, why 
did the troops attack Osman Digma, and relieve 
Tokar ? 

The Sheikh el Obeyed’s death will be a heavy 
blow to the Arabs, for his following will no longer 
hold together. 

Another soldier, with his wife, has come m at 
Omdurman. 

These men report Sheikh el Obeyed dead, and 
that he is succeeded by his son Achmet, and that 
not more than 1000 or 1500 are with him, the 
IMahdi and the Arabs are against any attack on 
the Kartoum Lines A good many Baggara are 
still with Mahdi, who is daily losing followers 

General Gordon has already fully explamed wherein the 
responsibility of Her Majesty’s Government towards the Soudan 
lies — Ed 
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